Nellie Gail Trailer Article:

Do you have an Emergency Plan for your Horse?  Or better yet, is your horse able to execute that plan?

In an equestrian community like ours, we spend a lot of time thinking about our horse’s comfort, health, training, and happiness; but one essential skill often gets overlooked- loading calmly into a trailer. Whether you travel frequently or rarely leave the neighborhood, this is a life-saving skill every horse should have.

Emergencies don’t give you time to train. In situations like wildfires, earthquakes, or urgent veterinary transport, your ability to load your horse quickly and safely can make all the difference. Horses that are unfamiliar or fearful of trailers can panic, resist, or become dangerous putting both themselves and handlers at risk.

What can you do to prepare?  
· If you don’t own a horse trailer, connect with neighbors or professional haulers to ensure you have a few options when that urgent-unexpected time comes.
· Practicing trailer familiarization in a calm, low-pressure environment ensures that when the unexpected happens, you and your horse are ready.
· Having issues? Connect with a local horse trainer to get guidance and support on how to properly train your horse.

Tips for Familiarizing your horse with a Trailer

1. Start with Basic Groundwork. 
Before introducing the trailer, your horse should:
· Lead willingly
· Stop and back up on cue
· Remain calm when asked to stand

These basics build trust and communication—key ingredients for successful loading.

2. Make the Trailer a Friendly Place
Park the trailer in a familiar area and leave it open. Let your horse:
· Approach at their own pace
· Sniff and explore
· Associate it with positive experiences (hay, treats, rest)
· Maintain calm and relaxed when handling your horse- they can feel your stress or uncertainty.
· Avoid forcing your horse in; curiosity is your best ally. 


3. Positive Reinforcement
· Apply gentle forward pressure with the lead rope. The moment your horse steps forward—even one step—release and reward. This teaches them that moving toward the trailer is the right answer.
· Patience is key. Progress may come one hoof at a time.
· Celebrate each try: One foot in? Reward; Two feet? Reward again; Standing quietly? Big reward.
· Short, positive sessions build confidence much faster than long, stressful ones.

4. Loading is only half the lesson. Your horse should also:
· Stand quietly inside
· Wait for cues before exiting
· Back out slowly and calmly

This prevents rushing and reduces risk of injury.


Taking time now to familiarize and practice in a relaxed setting can save precious minutes when it matters most.

Join Us for a Trailer Familiarization Day!
Location: Nellie Gail Equestrian Center
Date: 	July 26, 2026
Time: 	2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Cost:	Free

A few local residents and professional haulers (with various different horse trailer types) will be graciously donating their time to allow local residents to introduce and familiarize their horses.  

Bring your horse and join fellow community members for a trailer familiarization day. Whether your horse is a seasoned traveler or a complete beginner, this is a supportive, no-pressure environment to build confidence and skills.

If you have questions please contact Joanna Schielein – Joanna@ocequine.com 
