
Pony Express

January 2024

�e

Nellie Gail Ranch Community Newsletter



1 | �e Pony Express 2 | �e Pony Express

A N N I K A  G O D F R EY

949.683.1809
Annika@AnnikaGodfrey.com

www.AnnikaGodfrey.com

CalRE# 01322358

Reasons to Hire a 

REAL ESTATE

PROFESSIONAL

CONTRACTS
We help with all disclosures 
and contracts necessary in 
today’s heavily regulated 
environment.

EXPERIENCE
We are well-versed in real 
estate and experienced with 
the entire sales process.

EDUCATION
We simply and e�ectively 
explain today’s market 
conditions and decipher what 
they mean for you.

PRICING
We help you understand 
today’s real estate values when 
setting the price of a listing or 
making an o�er to purchase.

MARKETING
We advertise via social media, 
email campaigns, direct mail, 
direct calling, door knocking, 
and open houses.

NEGOTIATIONS
We act as a bu�er in 
negotiations with all parties 
throughout the entire 
transaction.

25091 Woolwich St, Laguna Hills

SOLD - $1,305,000

Kick-start your new year by calling me to discuss 

your Real Estate opportunities. 949.683.1809

29841 Weatherwood, Laguna Niguel

SOLD - $1,600,000

�om my family to yours…All the best f
 a fantastic 2024! 
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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Brian Mitchell | General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Dennis C. Moss | Operations Manager
dmoss@nelliegailranch.org

Je昀昀 Hinkle | Facilities & Compliance Manager
hinkle@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild | Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Brenda Weber | Financial Transactions Coordinator
weber@nelliegailranch.org

Mary Gonzales | Events Coordinator
maryg@nelliegailranch.org

David De La Mora | Communications Coordinator
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org

   www.nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

Sandy Navarrete | Clubhouse Reception Specialist
clubhouse@nelliegailranch.org

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

O昀케ce: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Nikki Garcia | Equestrian Center Manager
equestrian@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 371-1595

Board of Directors

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express 
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners 
Association (NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in 
said advertisements is not a昀케liated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
Opinions expressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no 
responsibility for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are 
directly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association’s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor’s decision is 昀椀nal. Submissions selected for publication by 
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each speci昀椀c issue. 
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any 
materials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors and employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily re昀氀ect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.

Mark Fisk  PRESIDENT

Loree Blough  VICE PRESIDENT

John Park  SECRETARY

Joyce Taylor  CO-TREASURER

Holly Permeh  CO-TREASURER



Important Numbers

Mission Statement

To take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
preserve and improve the unique value of living 
in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the overall 

sense of community.

(949) 425-1477 Association Office

(949) 831-6660 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis and Swim  Club

(949) 371-1595 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(949) 533-0241 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(800) 696-0678 Sunset Landscape (Irrigation Leaks)

(877) 728-0446 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange

911 Emergencies

211 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011 Sheri昀昀’s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abatement

(800) 611-7343 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

(714) 573-6000    Fire Authority

(714) 971-2421      Vector Control

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 30354, Tampa, FL 33630-3354

or drop o昀昀 at the Association O昀케ce.

The next Open Session Board Meeting and Open 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for January 16, 2024 
and will be held at the Association Clubhouse. 

Executive Session starts at - 6:00 pm and Open 
Session - 7:30 pm

The agenda will be posted in the Association O昀케ce 
and on the NGR website on the Friday prior to the 
meeting, or you may contact the Association O昀케ce 
to obtain agenda information. All homeowners are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the meetings.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has 
several committees comprised of Homeowners 
that provide support to the Board of Directors on 
selected Community topics. For more information 
or to join any of our Committees, please contact the 
Association O昀케ce at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Events Committee

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails and Safety Committee

Committe to Evaluate Feasibility of Gating (Ad Hoc)

Architectural Review Committee

Architectural Review Committee meetings are 
generally held the second Tuesday of each month at 
6:00 pm. Completed applications must be submitted 
to the Association O昀케ce at least 10 business days 
prior to the ARC meeting. Please check the calendar 
in each issue of the Pony Express for exact submittal 
deadlines and ARC meeting dates.

Association Committees

Board of Directors Meetings
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The Nellie Gail Ranch Pickle-

ball courts opened in 

January 2020 to rave reviews 
and instant membership 

enthusiasm. The program has 

grown to 247 memberships 

representing 372 players. 
While the sport is often 

referenced as a favorite new sport for seniors, it has 
its origins as a family game and all age groups are 

represented by our members. USA Pickleball reports 

the sport has grown from 40,000 members when we 
opened to over 75,000 by this year-end. 

But those are just numbers. What sets our program 
apart is the passion for the sport and sociability 

displayed by our club members. The passion is 

evident on misty mornings as players gather at 9 
am and try to dry the court surface.  Sociability is 

on display everyday as players gather adjacent to 
courts and in The Watering Hole to mingle after play. 

Competitiveness is demonstrated when our Holiday 

Round Robin Tournament spots sold out within a few 

days of opening registrations.  And club prominence 

is re昀氀ected in the accomplishment of our club 
members competing in the recent USA Pickleball 

National Championships in Dallas Texas winning a 

Silver medal in the Woman’s Pro Doubles division 

and a Gold medal in the 4.5 Woman’s Doubles 70’s 
division.

If you are looking for a New Years Resolution that 

you can actually enjoy accomplishing then pick 
Pickleball. Our memberships are currently capped 

for non-homeowners but homeowners have priority 

to immediately join. You can sign up on-line at 
https://nelliegailranch.org/recreation/pickleball. Your 

2024 can be 昀椀lled with new friends, new skills and 
participation in a great sport! And if you aren’t quite 

ready for Pickleball come on down to The Watering 

Hole and meet your neighbors for dinner and a 

beverage. It’s your recreation center and we look 

forward to serving you here!

NGROA PICKLEBALL TURNS FOUR!
By Brian Mitchell

Managers Message
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Nellie Gail S.M.A.R.T

The Equestrian Center tractor is put to use for many heavy duty jobs.  The Equestrian and Association arenas 

are dragged to keep the footing at an appropriate depth and consistency to provide surface stability for 

equestrian use.  On a monthly basis 54 pallets of shavings weighing 1,900 pounds each are unloaded from 

delivery trucks.  Annually we use the tractor to remove old footing and add and level new as needed to keep 

the arenas maintained.  And 昀椀nally, after rains the tractor regrades equestrian center paths of travel and adds 

gravel to resolve runo昀昀 and erosion. 

It is a major adverse impact to operations when the tractor is down for maintenance.  After ten years and 

7,500 operational hours it became time to replace our 2013 John Deere.  After an extensive review process 

looking at John Deere, Kubota, Case, New Holland and CAT, we purchased a 2023 CAT skip loader tractor.  

Funds came from the Equestrian Center Cost Center reserve funds which are funded by Equestrian Center 

boarding fees.  We look forward to years of reliable operations on our new tractor.

NEW TRACTOR AT THE EQUESTRIAN CENTER

Saving Money And Resources Today
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Tennis Center News

As PACSun reaches its midway point, there’s a buzz of 

excitement surrounding our B1 Team, which currently 

reigns supreme at the top of the league. The remark-

able performance of our ladies is a testament to their 

dedication and skill, and we encourage them to main-

tain the momentum in the upcoming matches. The 

competitive spirit is alive and well, and we eagerly an-

ticipate the second half of PACSun with high hopes for 

continued success on the court.

Meanwhile, our Junior Tennis stars, Imani Shah and 

Myna Medicetty, have been making waves, securing ti-

tles at recent USTA Events. Their achievements re昀氀ect 

not only individual prowess but also the strength of our 

junior program. Additionally, the commendable e昀昀orts 

of Matteo Johnson and Sophia Linstrom have earned 

them coveted spots at Sectional training camps, a 

well-deserved recognition of their status as top play-

ers in the Section. As we applaud these accomplish-

ments, we extend our best wishes to Myna and Sophia 

as they embark on a journey to Arizona to compete in 

the Winter Nationals at the end of the month. May their 

talent and hard work shine on the national stage, bring-

ing further pride to our PACSun community.

PACSUN TRIUMPHS: B1 TEAM DOMINATES MIDWAY POINT, 
JUNIOR TENNIS STARS SHINE, AND NATIONALS AWAIT
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PRINCIPLEDC.COM     949.302.0182

GRAND OPENING
Principle Design + Construction ShowroomPrinciple Design + Construction Showroom

26941 Cabot Road #103 Laguna Hills, Ca 92653
949-302-0182 • ojini@principledc.com

By Appointment Only By Appointment Only 
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Minutes & Architectural Reviews

As part of our ongoing e昀昀orts to enhance convenience and save space, the Minutes and Architectural Review 
results will be accessible online for your convenience. You can easily view them by scanning the QR codes 

provided below:

        Architectural Review QR Code

By utilizing these QR codes, you can conveniently access the information and view both reports online. 
Thank you for embracing this digital initiative, and we hope that it contributes to a more e昀케cient and eco-
friendly way of accessing important information. Should you have any questions or encounter any issues 

while using the QR codes, please feel free to reach out to us. 

To receive your 2023-2024 budget and other important information by e-mail instead of printed mailed copy 
please complete this authorization via the QR Code below...

DECEMBER 12, 2023 ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEWS AVAILABLE ON-LINE
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2023 HOLIDAY HOME DECORATING CONTEST
The community truly lit up this year with 44 amazing entries! The judges had a tough

time selecting only 10 winners among them. We would like to extend our gratitude to

everyone who participated, and give a big CONGRATUATIONS TO THE WINNERS!

27212 Lost Colt Drive

27322 Lost Colt Drive

27796 Hidden Trail Road

27431 Lost Trail Drive

27361 Lost Trail Drive

25261 Stageline Drive

IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING
O

Thank you to the following families for donating:
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T

Special thanks to our Contributing Sponsor, BRAD FELDMAN GROUP,

whose team will be delivering special prizes to this year’s winners! 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING

Our Nellie Gail Ranch Community adopted
15 families in need this year and helped

provide a joyous holiday for many children
by donating Christmas gifts that were

dropped off at FAM for distribution.

Thank you to the following families for donating:
Moss, Storie, Wallace, Herman, Connor, Byrd, Okada, Scifres,

Burleson, Van Auken, Smith, Bloome, Guerrero, and Weber.

26192 Bridlewood Drive

25111 Buckboard Lane

25326 Gallup Circle 

25662 Dillon Road
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ADVERTISE 

WITH US 
TODAY! 

CONTACT US AT 

PONYEXPRESS@

NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL PASSES

We encourage you to come on down to the Nellie Gail Ranch Association Recreation Center to enjoy 
a game of tennis or pickleball.  Included in this issue are six (6) passes homeowners may use to 
reserve a tennis court or join open play pickleball during peak hours (subject to availability).  No 

passes are required for non-peak hours 11:30 am to 3:00 pm as tennis and pickleball courts are 

available for homeowner use without separate membership in the club during those hours.  

After a fun game of either sport come on in to The Watering Hole for a snack, meal or beverage and 
meet your neighbors or club members.  We hope to see you soon!!
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PACIFIC CREST 

ROOFING

Specializing in Residential Roo昀椀ng

Re-Tile • Re Roofs • Roof Repairs

Dry-Rot Repairs

Termite Damage Repairs

JAY GIOIA, OWNER

949-916-5393

Fully Insured - Licensed - Bonded

CA LICENSE No. 986602 C-39 

Paci昀椀cCrestRoof.com

Need a New Roof? Or Maybe a Small Repair?

Local Nellie Gail Resident

Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321

SEARCH THE ENTIRE MLS FOR FREE - CALL FOR DETAILS

DRE #00452321

Nellie Gail Resident and Marketing Specialist for more than 37 years

Happy Holidays and best wishes for the New Year 
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Nellie Gail Safe

Nellie Gail Ranch by virtue of its open space design is 

a haven for wildlife, and one of our abundant wildlife 
guests is the ever present coyote.  We have had re-

cent reports of coyote’s in close proximity to homes.  

Coyotes play an important part in our eco-system 

helping to keep rodent and rabbit populations un-

der control.  However, the more access they have to 
human food, garbage or easy prey like chickens or 
pets, their behavior may change. They may become 
more brazen and more aggressive especially during 

the late winter / early spring mating season.

The City of Laguna Hills contracts with Mission Vie-

jo Animal Services to respond to reports of nuisance 
animals.  Animal Services provided us with the follow-

ing information for our homeowners to be aware of:

For service requests and complaints including wild-

life concerns, please call the Animal Services Cen-

ter directly at (949) 470-3045.  Reports may also be 
submitted via e-mail to ask-shelter@cityofmission-

viejo.org.  Please provide Animal Services with the 
following who-what-when-why-where information 

via either the phone message or e-mail:

• Date and Time of Encounter

• Where did encounter occur?

• Type of Encounter: Example: Sighting from car, 
Sighting while walking, Human interaction, Pet 
interaction

• Did your encounter involve a dog or a cat?

• Details: Example: Coyote advanced toward me 

or threatened my pet.  

Animal Services will evaluate the reports and spe-

ci昀椀c circumstances and decide what action may 
be appropriate.  For sightings, no action is taken as 
sightings are common occurrences.  If a domestic 

animal comes in contact with a coyote and survives 

a bite or scratch, the interaction should be reported 
and the animal should be quarantined at home for 

30 days or longer depending upon vaccination tim-

ing.  If the domestic animal does not survive the in-

teraction, it should be reported and the animal test-
ed to determine if the attacking coyote has rabies in 

which case Animal Services would have heightened 

concern which may lead to trapping.  Of signi昀椀cant 
concern to Animal Services are also interactions 

where people have been threatened.  For instances 

of aggressive behavior near homes, Animal Services 
may engage in hazing to encourage the coyote to 

relocate away from the area to a nearby more natu-

ral habitat.  Coyotes that are reported to be sick, in-

jured or deceased will also receive a response from 
Animal Services.

The following is the link to Mission Viejo Animal Ser-
vices website: https://cityofmissionviejo.org/depart-

ments/animal-services

The following are some simple precautions all 

homeowners can take:

• Don’t allow small children to play unsupervised 

in unmaintained portions of your property

• Always, keep pets on leash on trails and in parks
• Keep domestic animals sheltered and protected

• Don’t leave food sources available for wild 

animals

 

Our natural environment can sometimes present 

some discomfort, but the bene昀椀ts when we weigh 
them out are so much greater!

COYOTE CAUTION



16 | �e Pony Express

As the rain season approaches, it’s essential for 
Nellie Gail Ranch community residents to be 

well-prepared to ensure safety and minimize po-

tential risks. While the rainfall brings much-need-

ed relief to the landscape, it also poses challenges 
that require careful consideration. Here are some 

crucial safety tips to help navigate the rainy sea-

son with con昀椀dence:

1. Keep Drains Clear:

One of the primary concerns during heavy rainfall 

is potential 昀氀ooding. Take the time to clear drains 
around your property to prevent water buildup. This 

simple step can signi昀椀cantly reduce the risk of lo-

calized 昀氀ooding and safeguard your home and sur-
roundings.

2. Maintain Landscaping:

Regular landscaping maintenance is key to rain sea-

son safety. Trim tree branches and clear debris from 

gutters to prevent blockages. This not only protects 

your property from potential damage but also con-

tributes to the overall safety of the community.

3. Monitor Weather Updates:

Stay informed about weather forecasts and updates, 
especially during periods of intense rainfall. Being 

aware of potential storms or heavy downpours al-

lows you to plan ahead, whether it’s adjusting travel 
plans or securing outdoor belongings.

4. Drive Safely:

Rainy conditions can make roads slippery and de-

crease visibility. When driving, reduce speed and in-

crease following distances to ensure a safe stopping 

distance. Avoid 昀氀ooded roads, as it can be challeng-

ing to assess the depth of standing water, leading to 
potential hazards.

5. Emergency Preparedness:

Have an emergency kit ready, including essentials 
such as 昀氀ashlights, batteries, non-perishable food, 
and a 昀椀rst aid kit. Familiarize yourself with emergen-

cy evacuation routes and communicate them with 

your family. Being prepared can make a signi昀椀cant 
di昀昀erence in the event of unforeseen challenges.

6. Secure Outdoor Items:

Strong winds often accompany heavy rain. Secure 

outdoor furniture, garden tools, and other loose 
items that could become projectiles during a storm. 
This proactive measure helps prevent damage to 

both your property and the community.

By following these safety tips, Nellie Gail Ranch 
residents can enjoy the rainy season with peace 
of mind. Remember that preparedness is key to 

weathering any storm, and a united e昀昀ort within 
the community ensures a safer and more resilient 

neighborhood. Stay safe and make the most of the 

rejuvenating rain season in Nellie Gail Ranch.

NAVIGATING RAINY SEASONS: SAFETY TIPS 
FOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS
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25211 Empty Saddle Drive 

Laguna Hills, CA  92653 
949.425.1477 Phone � 949.425.1478 Fax 

www.nelliegailranch.org 

 

Consistent with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association By-Laws Article VI, 
Section 1, the Board of Directors will be appointing a Nominating 
Committee at the February 20, 2024 Board Meeting.  This letter is a 
solicitation for Nominating Committee candidates.  If you have an interest 
in serving, please complete the below form and return by Monday, 
February 12, 2024. Attached is the adopted Charter that describes 
Nominating Committee responsibilities.   

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Application for Nominating Committee Appointment 

 
I wish to be considered for appointment to the Nominating Committee: 
 

 
Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Numbers:   (W) ____________________  (H) __________________  (C) __________________ 
 

E-mail:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

If appointed I pledge to do my best for the benefit of the Association as a whole and will abide by the Committee 
Charter, Election Rules and Procedures, Bylaws and applicable California laws.  

 
 
Signature:_____________________________Date:____________  
 
 
You may submit your application and request for appointment to the Association Clubhouse office or send by e-mail 
to admin@nelliegailranch.org . 
 
 
 

You may also submit your application via the following QR Code:          Insert QR Code 
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Nominating Committee Charter 

 

Purpose 
The Nominating Committee (“Committee”) shall solicit and recommend candidates to fill vacancies 
for election to the Board of Directors of not less than the number of vacancies that are to be filled. 
    
Committee Function 
1. The Committee shall be comprised of a chair person, who shall also be a member of the Board 

of Directors, and two (2) or more Members of the Association appointed by the Board of 
Directors.  
 

2. Members of the Committee shall not also be candidates for election to the Board of Directors 
(during their time of service on the Nominating Committee).   

 
3. Members of the Committee shall be in “good standing” with the Association.  A member who is 

not in “good standing” for purposes of this Committee shall mean that the Member is more than 
ninety (90) days late in the payment of assessments to the Association, is currently in violation 
of the Association’s governing documents which remains unaddressed for more than thirty (30) 
days following notice of the violation, and/or is currently, or within the past three (3) years, has 
been in litigation with the Association in which the Association was the prevailing party.   
 

4. The Committee shall solicit and recommend candidates to fill vacant positions to the Board of 
Directors of not less than the number of vacancies that are to be filled.   

 

5. Nominations to fill vacant positions to the Board of Directors shall consist of qualified Members 
who are in “good standing” with the Association as outlined above.      

 
6. The Committee shall determine whether any and all candidates meet the qualifications for 

candidates as set forth in the Election Rules.   
 

7. Nominations shall be made by the Nominating Committee prior to a ballot printing deadline to 
be set annually by the Board of Directors. 

 
8. Quorum for each Committee meeting is established by the attendance of at least a majority of 

the Committee members.  
  

Budget Allocation 
There is no budget associated with Nominating Committee functions. 
 
Term of Office 
The Board of Directors makes Committee Member appointments annually. 
 

 
Adopted February 21, 2017  
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A Devastating Earthquake in California?
Written by Dr. Kenneth S. Cheng

Nearly every month, we hear of signi昀椀cant 
earthquakes or other disasters in other parts of the 

country (and of the world). Some time in the future, 
these other parts of the world may hear about OUR 

earthquake; about how the San Andreas Fault has 

ruptured causing a 7.8 earthquake in southern 

California, about how thousands may be missing 
or dead, how buildings have collapsed, how the 
resources are spread too thin and how thousands 

will be without water, food, and electricity for weeks 
to months.

Recall that we live on the Paci昀椀c’s “Ring of Fire” where 
90% of the world’s earthquakes occur, and where 81% 
of the world’s most devastating earthquakes occur. 

Living in California, earthquakes are commonplace 
and most of us take them in stride. Now imagine 

an earthquake on the San Andreas Fault with a 

magnitude 7.8 striking Southern California. Can this 

happen? It is not a function of “can it happen,” it is a 
function of “when will it happen.” According to the 

U.S Geologic Survey (USGS), an earthquake of this 
magnitude is inevitable.

What many residents don’t realize is that the southern 

portion of the San Andreas Fault is long overdue for 

a major earthquake. Historically, a magnitude 7.2 or 
greater earthquake strikes this portion of the fault 

every 200 years, yet it has been over 300 years since 
this last occurred. An earthquake of this magnitude 

is likely to happen within our lifetime. Based on the 

high probability of this occurring, the USGS recently 
released the 昀椀ndings of a 2008 study, “The Shakeout 
Scenario,” which include the following:

· A magnitude 7.8 earthquake will cause the San      

  Andreas fault to shift up to 23 feet,

· Over 10 million people will experience signi昀椀cant  
  shaking,

· Despite the epicenter of this earthquake likely being 

  in the Inland Empire, downtown Los Angeles will  
  experience 55 seconds of shaking (8 times longer  
  than the Northridge earthquake) and some areas in 
  southern California will experience up to 5 minutes  
  of continuous shaking,

· Over 1800 lives will be lost and there will be over  
  50,000 serious injuries,

· Electricity and gas will be unavailable for weeks to  

  months, and water will be unavailable in some areas 
  for as long as six months,

· 2/3 of all hospital beds in Orange County, Los Angeles   
 County, Riverside County and San Bernardino County 
 will be non-operational,

· There will be over 1600 signi昀椀cant 昀椀res with  
  hundreds of city blocks completely destroyed, and

· Economic damage to the area will total $200-$300 
  billion dollars.

These are not meant to be a doomsday, extremist 
views; these are likely scenarios developed by over 

300 scientists and disaster experts. What is equally 
amazing is the number of residents the Emergency 

Emergency Preparedness
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Preparedness Committee has spoken with who are 

unaware or unprepared. Some have even stated, 
“Well, I pay my taxes. I’ll just call 9-1-1.” Unfortunately, 
there are several problems with relying on this method 

of getting assistance: 1) the phones are unlikely to 
work (including cell phones), 2) if they do work, they 
will be jammed with others trying to call, and 3) if the 
phones do work and you happen to get through to 

emergency services, you will not see any assistance 
for several days because they will be inundated with 

calls. We can look to Hurricane Katrina in 2005, or 
more recently, Superstorm Sandy to see how long 
it takes to get assistance. Emergency Preparedness 

Coordinators and 昀椀rst responders in Orange County 
have already stated that we should all be self 

su昀케cient for the 72 hours after a disaster. Your Nellie 
Gail Emergency Preparedness Committee cannot 

emphasize enough: In the event of a major disaster, 
do not expect outside help for at least 72 hours and 

likely longer.

Dr. Lucy Jones, the world-renowned seismologist 
from Caltech and the US Geologic Survey, stated that 
the key to preparing for an earthquake is to network 

with your local resources before the earthquake 

occurs. This is precisely what has developed with the 

Nellie Gail Emergency Preparedness Committee. Are 

you a part of it? Do you have a 30-days of supplies in 
your earthquake kit? Have you contacted your Block 

Captain?

Over the past several years, your Nellie Gail 
Emergency Preparedness Committee has been 

providing you with information through the 

Pony Express and the Nellie Gail website (www.

nelliegailranch.org) on how to prepare, be self-
reliant and be of assistance to your neighbors. 

Currently, community volunteers include over 40 
Block Captain, 6 Area Coordinators and 7 Committee 
members, all of whom are here to help you better 
prepare for the inevitable regional earthquake. In 

the coming months, you will see articles that will 
help you in preparing before the next earthquake, 
how to respond during an earthquake, and what 

to do immediately after the earthquake. Additional 

articles will include the proper selection and storage 

of food and water, communications during disasters, 
proper shelter, light rescue techniques, and other 
information. Your committee’s goal is to help you 

prepare, because “failing to prepare is preparing for 
failure” –Benjamin Franklin.

Emergency Preparedness Committee 

Seeking New Members

Help support the Nellie Gail Ranch community 

by participating as a member of the Emergency 

Preparedness Committee. The Committee is 

chartered to provide information and guidance 

to homeowners to help them prepare in advance 

for an emergency.  The Committee may also help 

individual homeowners during an emergency 

by disseminating information and helping 

connect homeowners with other individuals and 

organizations who are specialized to address a 

homeowner’s particular emergency need(s). 

Please submit your application via the following 

QR code or call the o昀케ce for an application.  
Committee appointments will be made at the 

January 16th meeting.

About the Author: Dr. Kenneth Cheng is a 25-year resident 
of Nellie Gail Ranch and a member of the Nellie Gail 
Emergency Preparedness Committee (EPC). For the past 
13 years, he has also been a volunteer deputy sheri昀昀 with 
the Sheri昀昀’s Department where he has also received the 
designation as an Expert Pistol Marksman. The opinions 
expressed by the author are his alone and do not 
represent the Nellie Gail Homeowner’s Association, any 
committees of the HOA, or any speci昀椀c law enforcement 
agency. Additionally, the contents of this article are for 
informational purposes only and should not be construed 
to be complete or comprehensive for the reader’s 
individual security and protection needs.
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verifi ed. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.*Represented Seller **Represented Buyer ***Represented Seller & Buyer 

I N  E S C ROW

26172 BRIDLEWOOD

LAGUNA HILLS |  $3 , 200,000

BEN TATE

949.244.3748

ben.tate@compass.com

DRE 01871507

JERRY LAMOTT

949.244.7145

jerry.lamott@compass.com

DRE 00469045

SARAH TATE

949.244.6038

sarah.tate@compass.com

DRE 01882269

TATELAMOTT.COM

IN ESCROW | $1 ,499,000

JUST SOLD | $4,488,000 | REPRESENTED BUYER

JUST LISTED |  $1 ,375 ,000

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !
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THINKING OF SELLING? 

CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL TODAY!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been 

verifi ed. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.*Represented Seller **Represented Buyer ***Represented Seller & Buyer 

TATELAMOTT.COM

LAGUNA HILLS |  $3 , 200,000

DRE 01871507 DRE 00469045DRE 01882269

36 NORTHA MPTON

IN ESCROW | $1 ,499,000

25526 LONE PINE

JUST SOLD | $4,488,000 | REPRESENTED BUYER

25101 EX MOOR

JUST LISTED |  $1 ,375 ,000

TATE |  LAMOTT |  GROUP
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New Residents as of 11/01/20223

Joseph & Kasey Reiter

Michael & Vanessa Newman
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE PONY EXPRESS

EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG | CALL: (949) 425-1477

     NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENT-OWNED BUSINESS*

MUDD INDUSTRIES, INC
Landscape Architecture and 
Construction
(949) 716-7002
muddinc.com
[Back Cover]

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING, INC.
Re-Tile, Re-Roofs, Repairs
(949) 916-5393
paci昀椀ccrestroof.com
[Page 18]

STUDIO 6 ARCHITECTS
Architecture and Planning
(949) 388-5300
studio6architects.com
[Page 3]

THE FINISHING TOUCH 
FLOORING
Residential and Commercial 
Flooring Experts
(949) 770-1797
ft昀氀oorsinc.com
[Page 27]

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE INC
Tree Service, Landscape 
Maintenance, Hardscape 
Services
(714) 648-0837
quezadaprolandscape.com 
[Page 26]

PRINCIPLE DESIGN
Oijini Arzoumanian
(949) 302-0182
ojini@principledc.com
[Page 8]

ANNIKA GODFREY
Coldwell Banker Realty
(949) 683-1809
annika@annikagodfrey.com
www.annikagodfrey.com
[Page 1]

BRAD FELDMAN GROUP
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
(949) 678-5198
bradfeldmangroup.com
[Page 42]

MARTY SAMUEL
Realty ONE Group West
(949) 643-1321
marty@martysamuel.com
[Page 18}

TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Compass
(949) 472-9191
tatelamott.com
[Pages 21-22]

HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS AND CAMP
(949) 448-0823
mickeyhayden.com
[Page 13]

ENTRY SYSTEMS
Garage Doors & Gates
(949) 495-0835
www.entry-systems.com
{Page 26]

CRUISE PLANNERS
Caroline Swift
(949) 363-0430
caroline.swift@cruiseplanners.com

[Page 26}

SAFFRON BAKERY
Darius Tourani
(949) 505-5510
touranidarius@gmail.com
[Page 35]

INNOVATIVE PRINTING 
SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
IPSprinter.com
[Page 18]

REAL ESTATEHOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS & SERVICES

RECREATION & SPORTS 

*

*

Business Center

*

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place advertisements 
in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said 
advertisements is not a昀케liated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

*
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New Residents as of 03/01/2023

Bjarne & Terese Bergheim

We Get the 
Job Done Right!

License #916334

www.entry-systems.com

26941 Cabot Rd #122 
Laguna Hills

5 STAR COMPANY

CALL OR TEXT

(949) 495-0835

REPAIR • SALES • INSTALLATION

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1972

C
A

B
O

T
 R

D

OSO PKWY

5

We’re cl�e by!

Landscape & Tree Services

M-F 8am-5pm

Proudly servicing the Nellie Gail Community

714-648-0837

info@quezadaprolandscape.com

ADVERTISE WITH 
US TODAY! 

CONTACT US AT 
PONYEXPRESS@

NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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LIC.# 600108

 

(as of January 2023)
Large

$2500
Medium
$1500

Small
$750

# of expected guests 200+ 60-199 1-59

Acknowledgement at event

and in all printed and online

promotions

X X X

Sponsor announcements

during event
3 2 2

Promotional space

(sponsor provides

canopy/shade cover,

tables, chairs, etc.)

1 booth

10'x20'

1 booth

10'x10'

1 Table

only

Banner display at event 3 large 1 large 1 small

Are you interested in beingAre you interested in being

involved as a contributinginvolved as a contributing

sponsor at a futuresponsor at a future

Nellie Gail Ranch OwnersNellie Gail Ranch Owners

Association event?Association event?

We have upcoming opportunities for
you to promote your brand to our
thousands of residents and their
non-resident guests at our many
community events.

Exposure in all promotional materials (i.e.,

flyers, banners, digital signage, etc.)

Logo/brand included on our website events

page and any social media announcements

Logo/brand advertised on a full-page event

flyer printed in the Pony Express 

Logo/brand acknowledged in the end-of-week

email blasts to the community

Recognition and relevant announcements

during the event

Promotional booth space at the event so the

audience can see your generosity in action

(sponsor provides canopy/shade cover,

tables, chairs, promotional items, etc.)

Prominent banner display at event

We understand that your sponsorship is an

investment and offer you the following value*:

*Sponsorship investment depends on the size of the event (see below).

What you get:

Sponsorship Levels and Pricing

If you are dedicated to investing in the

community, supporting our Owners Association,

and believe the audience at NGROA aligns with

your best business interests and core values,

please contact us at (949)425-1477 and we can

send you the forms to get you involved, or email:

Mary Gonzales – maryg@nelliegailranch.org
Dennis Moss – dmoss@nelliegailranch.org
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Senior Horse Senior Horse 

Appreciation DayAppreciation Day
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A special tribute was enjoyed by Nellie Gail boarders, residents, and friends at the A special tribute was enjoyed by Nellie Gail boarders, residents, and friends at the 
Senior Horse Appreciation Day for horses aged 20 years and older. Many participants Senior Horse Appreciation Day for horses aged 20 years and older. Many participants 
attended the festivities, including horses over 30 years old. To provide perspective, attended the festivities, including horses over 30 years old. To provide perspective, 
the average lifespan for wild American Mustangs is only 15 years at best. Various the average lifespan for wild American Mustangs is only 15 years at best. Various 
breeds, such as Quarter horses, a Missouri Fox trotter, Warmbloods, and a Mustang, breeds, such as Quarter horses, a Missouri Fox trotter, Warmbloods, and a Mustang, 
were all present and acknowledged with their owners or handlers. Horses hold were all present and acknowledged with their owners or handlers. Horses hold 
a special place in Nellie Gail’s history, and we relished sharing the day with our a special place in Nellie Gail’s history, and we relished sharing the day with our 
wonderful senior companions.wonderful senior companions.
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Team Darkhorse

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!
By Karen Robbins

At Camp Pendleton a merriest of Christmas’ and 

Happy New Years came early - in mid December — 

when the 3rdBattalion,5th Marines returned from their 

7 month deployment to Okinawa . Their arrival comes 

in “waves” of 3, bringing Marines on planes then buses 

in about 300 Marines each wave, and Team Darkhorse 

volunteers were set up and on hand at each.

The homecomings are much anticipated, and also 

often quite late. Although arrival times are noted, as 

one can imagine unexpected circumstances often 

result in hours of delays, and for the families eagerly 

waiting, especially with small children, this can be 

challenging. Volunteers on hand with snacks, drinks, 

and welcoming appreciative faces go a long way in 

supporting the waiting families, and boosting their 

morale.

The reward for our volunteers comes when we see 

the Marines pour o昀昀 the bus, tired and loaded with 

their gear, but grateful and joyous to greet loved 

ones. Sometimes those loved ones include babies 

the young fathers will hold for the 昀椀rst time. Others 

include small children holding signs welcoming home 

their Daddy. And for the single Marines for whom no 

one is waiting, our volunteers are there with smiles, 

and snacks and encouraging praise.

Following their return, the Marines will have a short 

leave, and most can be home in time for Christmas.

Included are some of the great moments captured at 

December’s homecoming. We continue to be grateful 

for our adopted Marines!
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TEAM DARKHORSE - 

3D Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division Support Committee is the (all volunteer) IRS 501 (c) 3 non profit org formed in 2010, 
following the  Laguna Hills City Council formal vote to adopt this Camp Pendleton Infantry Unit. For more information, to 
volunteer, or make a donation please contact President, Vanessa Kon at vanessakon@cox.net.
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SEND US YOUR AD - EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG - 
NOTE ‘CLASSIFIEDS’ IN THE SUBJECT LINE - ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE 
GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS | $10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS

SERVICES

TWO FOR THE SHOW – MUSIC DUO
Planning an event? TWO FOR THE SHOW offers customized 
playlists, from soft rock to dance hits. Visit “Two For The 
Show Orange County” on YouTube for samples. Contact at 
949.643.0949 (no texts) or twofortheshowsocal@gmail.com.

COMPLETE OFFICE AND BUILDING CLEANING
Trustworthy, insured, and with 30 years of experience, offering 
janitorial services, building maintenance, floor care, carpet 
cleaning, and more. Nellie Gail Resident Owned Business. Call 
949-310-4996.

SPANISH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Maria provides Spanish tutoring for all ages and levels. With 
15+ years of experience, offering services for elementary, high 
school, college, conversation, and translations. Call or text at 
949-836-0846 or email mparser@yahoo.com.

EXPERIENCED AND PATIENT MATH TUTOR
A lifelong Nellie Gail resident with a Master’s in Aerospace 
Engineering, offering math tutoring for high school, community 
college, and ACT/SAT. One-on-one tutoring for better 
understanding. Call 949-231-0977 or email ecaiusa@yahoo.
com.

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN YOUR HOME
Lean the music you love from Popular, Classical, Jazz, and 
Blues.  Children and adults welcome.  I have B.A. Degrees 
in Music and Child Psychology and have been teaching 25 
years.  My website is www.thekeyboardlady.com.  Email me at 
marshyvonne13@gmail.com or call 949-637-8208.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog walking, and pet taxi 
services in South Orange County. Vickie Reyes, caregiver, 
ensures purrfect care for your companions. Licensed, bonded, 
insured, with pet CPR and first aid certification. Visit www.
caringfurangels.com or call 949-525-1670.

PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable, flexible resident for house/pet sitting. 
Call 805-714-6153 for active lifestyles and travel. Flexible for 
visits and stays.

PIANO IS FOR PRESCHOOLERS, TOO!
Piano lessons for children aged two and up, enhancing 
concentration, memory, brainpower, and listening skills. 
Develop diligence, perseverance, and confidence for success 
in school and life. Visit www.PianoIsForPreschoolersToo.com or 
call 949/246-6492.

CALLING ALL EQUESTRIANS
Explore Equivont.com for a one-stop solution to equestrian 
needs. Find horses for sale, supplements, grooming products, 
trainers, clinics, and more. A Nellie Gail Resident Owned 
Business.

BEAUTY COUNTER CONSULTANT
Contact Michelle Hudgins at 949-874-4466 for Beauty 
counter consulting. Visit https://www.beautycounter.com/
michellehudgins for Clean and Vegan products.

JOIN THE GLEAM TEAM
Passionate individuals supporting Illumination Foundation 
through volunteering and events. Email Anna Murphy-Duehring 
at amurphyduehring@ifhomeless.org to join. Visit ifhomeless.
org for more info.

WRITER NEEDED
Part-time science fiction graphic novel writer sought. Pay: $15/
hr. Attend weekly Zoom meetings, write 2-3 pages weekly, 
and email progress. Apply at bettsm15@gmail.com with name, 
contact info, availability, resume, and writing samples.

SAGE AND TIME WISE PERSONAL CONCIERGE
Reliable and compassionate personal assistant offering help 
with organizing, shopping, pet sitting, and more. Contact Donna 
at 949-533-9420 or Donna@SageandTimeWise.com for a 
complimentary consultation.

FRESH HONEY FOR SALE
Local honey at $14.00 per 12 oz jar. Contact Alberta at Hey 
Honey 949-646-2606 for honey sales, backyard hive rescues, 
and hosting hives.

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
Grant, a licensed therapist, specializes in teens and young 
adults. Call (714) 276-8957 for a free consultation or visit www.
grant-waggoner.clientsecure.me. Office in Dana Point. License: 
California / 125452.

HEALTH - QIGONG ENERGY SESSIONS
Energy optimization and healing sessions offered by an 
experienced practitioner in Nellie Gail. Visit c2energymedicine.
com for details.

DOG TRAINING | NO PAWS LIKE HOME
Getting a puppy for the holidays? Looking for assistance dog 
training to aid with a disability? Kaiden is the OC’s Best Trainer. 
Kind, confident training from a certified trainer. (949) 297-6848 
nopawslikehome.com

HEALTH / PAIN MANAGEMENT / HUMAN & EQUINE
Experience Micro/Pico Current Technology for painless, drug-
free healing. Ideal for post-surgery recovery, injury, and back 
pain. Contact Diane@HealthnCookies.com for information.

MATH / PHYSICS TUTOR
High School math/science teacher with 30 years of experience 
offering tutoring in various subjects. Doorstep tutoring for 
Algebra, Geometry, PreCalculus, AP Calculus, Physics, and 
more. Call 714-296-2544 or email dkrutcik@gmail.com.

SPRAY TANNING – MOBILE!
EverTan provides mobile spray tanning services in Orange 
County. Natural, even tan with top-quality organic formulas. 
Call/text Kaydance at 951-355-8044 or email myevertan@
gmail.com. Visit www.myevertan.com.

PRIVATE PHYSICAL THERAPIST
Physical therapist available for hire hourly for mobility training 
or to provide personal assistance in the community.  Fully 
insured, active PT license and CPR.  Do not accept insurance 
but competitive prices.  Michele Cherow, Doctor of Physical 
Therapy, Mobile (949) 439-0261 or JoyfulCelebrationsLLC@
yahoo.com

Classified Ads
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DOG WALKING
APRIL, A LOVING, RELIABLE NELLIE GAIL RESIDENT, OFFERS 
DOG WALKING SERVICES. CALL 949-310-4996 FOR A MEET 
AND GREET.

BABY SITTING
I am a high school student and live in Nellie Gaile and would 
love to babysit Please contact Beeta at 209-981-5667

FLOWER POWER
VINE + DANDY, A NELLIE GAIL FLORAL DESIGN STUDIO, 
CREATES UNIQUE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SAME-DAY 
DELIVERY, WEDDINGS, AND EVENTS. CHECK IG: @VINEDANDY 
OR WWW.VINEDANDY.COM. CONTACT MICHELLE AT 714-
756-0412.

CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY LIGHTS
EXPERIENCED CHRISTMAS LIGHTS INSTALLATION COMPANY 
WITH 15+ YEARS IN BUSINESS. CONTACT BRANDON AT 951-
818-2770 FOR INQUIRIES AND A FREE QUOTE.

CLOTHING FOR SALE
BULK SALE OF 200 MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN’S 
CLOTHING PIECES FOR $200. CONTACT SUDY AT 949-294-
9892.

SWEETS DOODLES
SUPREME GOLDENDOODLE BREEDER IN SOUTH ORANGE 
COUNTY. STANDARD SIZE PUPPIES (50-75 LBS) BORN AND 
RAISED AT HOME. PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED WITH A TWO-
YEAR HEALTH WARRANTY. VISIT WWW.SWEETSDOODLES.
COM OR CALL MARK AT 949-228-4606.

LOOKING FOR A LOVING COMPANION FOR THE HOLIDAYS?
PARTY DOODLES PUPPIES OFFERS SWEET, SMART, AND 
GENTLE SPOTTED DOODLES. BLACK & WHITE WITH UNIQUE 
PATTERNS. RAISED WITH CHILDREN IN SOUTH ORANGE 
COUNTY. CALL 949 661-1111 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

MINI F1B BERNEDOODLE PUPPY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Faith’s 8 puppies born on Aug 26 will be ready for new homes 
in January. Hypoallergenic, non-shedding, ~35 lbs. Perfectly 
balanced mellow and athletic. Meet them in Nellie Gail. 
Reserve your pick at BernedoodlesByFaith.com or call 925-
389-6363.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY FOR SALE.   
AKC CHAMPION DOG AND IS A FEMALE AND BORN MAY 19, 
2023.   THE SISTER  HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY A NELLIE GAIL 
HOMEOWNER, AND THE BREEDER WOULD LIKE TO KEEP 
THE SISTER DOGS TOGETHER. PAPERWORK IS AVAILABLE.   
IF INTERESTED PLEASE CALL FLOYD AT 562-884-4566. THE 
PUPPY IS A KIND AND GENTLEDOG.

PRECOR EFX546 ELLIPTICAL
GREAT CONDITION, FULLY SERVICED, HEAVY-DUTY 
MACHINE WITH 8 PROGRAMS AND 20 RESISTANCE LEVELS. 
COMPACT DESIGN: 80”X30”X62”. $425 OBO. CONTACT 949-
716-5150.

CROSS TRAIN FOR TOTAL BODY WELLNESS
TRAIN AT HOME WITH DEBRA. COMBINING BALLET BARRE, 
PILATES, AND STRETCH FOR TONING, LENGTHENING, AND 

FLEXIBILITY. CALL OR TEXT DEBRA AT 949-350-5411 OR 
EMAIL MCM623@COX.NET.

NUTRITIONIST & PERSONAL TRAINER
MASTER MIND AND BODY AT HOME WITH IDEN SHAHIR. 
FUNCTIONAL WEIGHT TRAINING FOR WEIGHT LOSS/
MUSCLE GAIN. CONTACT AT (949)633-5410 OR WWW.
LIVEFITWITHIDEN.COM. INSTAGRAM: @LIVEFITWITHIDEN.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Learn to swim or improve skills with CPR-certified coach. 2+ 
years coaching experience and 12+ years in water polo. Text/
call Donnie at 949-771-4044.

KURE IT WOMEN’S GUILD
Support cancer research with the KURE IT WOMEN’S GUILD. 
Fundraising for cutting-edge cancer research. Contact Kerri 
Hatfield at kckhatfield@gmail.com for information.

GET FITT WITH BRITT
Certified personal trainer Britt offers 1:1 training, small groups, 
and youth athlete cross training in her NGR home gym. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call/text 949-257-2123 or hello@
fittwithbritt.com. www.fittwithbritt.com.

PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS
Expand yoga knowledge with Brittney Trujillo. 200hr Yoga 
Teacher with 10+ years experience. $80 per person for an hour 
session. Contact at 714.234.7627.

PRIVATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY
Speakeasy Speech Therapy offers speech-language therapy 
at home or clinic. Improve language, speech, and cognitive 
skills. Contact (949) 287-8385 or rachel@speakeasy-speech.
com.

HEALTH / PAIN MANAGEMENT / HUMAN & EQUINE
Discover the most advanced Pain Management & Recovery 
Technology available.  Painless/drug free, results speak for 
themselves. For brochure or information on the Technology for 
Human or Equine, please contact Certified Technician Diane@
HealthnCookies.com. Have a healthy happy New Year 2024

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
The beautiful Island of Roatan, very safe, English speaking, easy 
to get to in only 6 hours. Popular for Scuba Diving & snorkeling 
in turquoise crystal clear warm water. Three properties to 
choose from. Plenty to do. www.roatanislandvacationrentals.
com  or call Debbie at 714-801-4257. Mention N.G. for discount.

HOST FAMILY - FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT
Open your home to a French, Italian, or Spanish exchange 
student this summer for 3 weeks. Stipend available. Contact 
Alex at alex@oui-connect.com or 415-395-6160.

HOUSE / PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable resident for house/pet sitting. Active 
lifestyle, unexpected travel. Call 808-714-6153.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PROGRAMMING TUTOR
AP Computer Science and programming tutor with UC 

FOR SALE

HEALTH

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS



35 | �e Pony Express

Berkeley background. In-person and remote tutoring. Text 
Elaine at 949-300-8985 or email occstutoring@gmail.com.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
Save on Pacific View Memorial Park Newport Beach crypts. 
2 side by side in Ocean View Cemetery. $15,000 each. Call 
949-215-2728.

BRIDGE PARTNER WANTED 
Bridge partner wanted to play social bridge from 12:00 - 
3:00 on Mondays Please call (949) 395-6000 if interested

DISCLAIMER: The classi昀椀ed advertisements contained 
within the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are 
not endorsed or recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association. NGROA, the Board of Directors, and 
employees may not be held liable or responsible for 
business practices, actions, or products of persons who 
place advertisements in the Classi昀椀ed section.

Welcome to 

Nellie Gail Ranch

New Residents as of 01/01/2024

Albert Guan Ong & Jaynie Kian Poon

William & Donya Dobkin

Meraj Mohiuddin & Hafsa Farooqui

949-505-5510 
Sa昀昀ronBakeryOc.com
23411 Aliso Viejo Pkwy, Suite C Aliso Viejo, CA 92656

Now Serving

Breakfast & LunchBreakfast & Lunch
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The garden group had such a nice Halloween and 

Christmas party. We decorated pumpkins and 

wreaths with succulents. We used a container 昀椀lled 
with soil and sand. We glued it to the pumpkin tops 

and then 昀椀lled them with succulents from our yards. 
All we had to do was water them once or twice a 

week and they grew!! We supplied moss to tuck 

around the containers or ribbons to make them so 

festive. I still have one on my kitchen table.  

For our Christmas/ Holiday party we all bought a gift 
and exchanged it with each other. That was more fun 

than I thought!! Afterwards we all had a really nice 

baked ham lunch with wonderful side dishes and 

treats! The garden group had a wonderful year for 

our 昀椀rst year back from covid. 

There is always so much to talk about. I will try and 

recap some of our questions. 

A recap for worm composting:  never use meat or 

dairy products because red wigglers don’t eat them. 

(And you will have insects you don’t want besides 

the smell).  They only digest the bacteria/virus and 
fungus from leaves, brown cardboard, grass, fruit 
scrapes and vegetable leftovers. Also co昀昀ee grinds 
and eggshells. In your bins, add old soil or new soil, 
steer or chicken manure so the worms can use this 

as their bedding. When they 昀椀nish all the organic 
products they will give you back wonderful soil to 

use in your garden. Worms are totally ok to add to 

your yard. They will drill tunnels to add oxygen to our 

clay, where the roots will follow with mycelium that 
will accumulate and produce a healthy environment 

for our roots to uptake the nutrients in. Red wigglers 

do so much for our soil.

They will create healthy soil by eating the bad pests 

and bacteria and viruses. https://burnabyredwigglers.
wordpress.com/2021/04/01/the-close-friends-and-

predators-of-red-wigglers-or-compost-worms/

The next thing I want to talk about is our climate 

change and what we can do to help our fruit 

trees. Smoke is very bad for our leaves; it prohibits 

photosynthesis due to coating our leaves with ash.  

What you can do is wash them (neighbors’ 昀椀replaces 
are often a culprit) with water but this ash is still very 
much a pollutant which will go into your soil. I wish 

this were illegal. Along with adding smoke to our 

lungs. Folks, consider a space heater or use gas or 
electricity to heat your homes. Please.

For water I still catch mine from the shower and use it 

on my bananas along with water from the roof. I feel 

every little bit helps. We were so fortunate last year 

Nellie Gail Garden Group
By Tina Corso
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to have so much rain. But who knows what climate 

change will create for us here in Southern California. 

The colder springs have convinced me to hand 

pollinate my avocado trees since our bees do not 

pollinate until it’s over 58 degrees and for three years 
now we have had very cold spring temperatures. 

This is done by using a painters brush and collecting 

pollen and distributing it to other 昀氀owers. I do this 
over and over again. I did get around 15 Fuertes on 
my tree once I hand pollinated. I should have had 

closer to a hundred. My total this year is around thirty 

avocados from many trees.  So if you drop too many 

昀氀owers, hand pollinate right away. I will be on guard 
this following Spring. 

The squirrels were crazy this year and what this tells 

me and worries me greatly is our hawks. Please don’t 

use rat poison, use traps instead. Rat poison will get 
eaten by the hawks and kill them and we so need 

hawks to kill our squirrels. This unbalance in nature 

will produce way too many rodents and they will eat 

all our fruit. I have traps I set up and with the dead rat 

I feed those healthy creatures to our hawks. 

It’s very hard to not have rats when we have a lot 

of animals here in Nellie Gail, chickens, horses, and 
even goats. These traps are easy to place food inside 

(peanut butter) and they walk in and it releases down 
on them to kill them. You just step on it to pull the 
trap o昀昀 of them and they slide out to the ground. 

I can shovel them over the fence and sure enough 

the birds are 昀氀ying above happy to have something 
to eat. 

Our weather and temperature changes are very 

di昀케cult because our subtropicals are having a 
tough time with all the 昀氀uctuations of degrees. Figs, 
cherimoyas, sapotes, guavas, bananas, and avocados 
will struggle. Even our citrus trees are not too happy 

this past year. If it’s very cold under 40 degrees just 
make sure your tree has been watered lightly and 

even wet the leaves lightly. This will provide some 

protection from frost. What can also help is make 

sure you have mulch or any ground covering around 

the base of your tree to protect its delicate roots. 

Climate change is with us and we must diversify 

our orchards. I have prickly pear and sabra cactus 

growing that fruit. Hubby loves to peel these with 

gloves and knives and juice them. I can always give 
a piece of them if anyone wants some to grow. Our 

garden group is all about sharing our cuttings and 

growing 昀氀owers as well. We will have a sale on items 
at the Easter Egg hunt this coming year as we did 

before covid. That will help support some of our 

future activities. 

Any questions email us and if you like to join let us 
know. Email to tlc8386@gmail.com
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The Puzzle Paddock

Find your Way

Down the Mountain
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Ranch Recipe

Ingredients:
1. .Saute vegetables: In butter and olive oil,  

     cook 2 cups onion, 1 cup carrots, and 1 cup  

     celery until softened with 1 ¾ teaspoons  

     kosher salt.

2. Make roux: Stir in 3 tablespoons flour,  

    then gradually add 4 cups chicken stock  

    and 2 cups whole milk.

3. Cook noodles: Add 4 ounces whole-wheat  

    egg noodles and simmer until tender.

    4. Add chicken: Mix in 3 cups chopped       

    rotisserie chicken breast.

5. Finish with peas: Stir in 1 cup frozen green  

    peas and cook until heated through.

Preparation:
1. Saute vegetables: Melt butter and olive  

    oil, cook onion, carrots, celery, and salt  

    until slightly softened.

2. Make sauce: Add flour, then stir in stock  

    and milk, bringing the mixture to a boil.

3. Cook noodles: Add uncooked noodles,        

    cover, and simmer until al dente, around 8  

    minutes.

4. Finish dish: Stir in chicken and peas, cook  

    until pasta reaches desired doneness, and  

    serve immediately.     

Winter Chicken Noodle Soup

Ranch Recipe
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

New Year’s Day

2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

ARC Meeting
at 6:00 pm

@ The 
Association 
O昀케ce

10 11 12 13

14 15 16

Board Meeting

7:30pm @

Clubhouse

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

ARC Submittal 
Deadline

for February 
13th Meeting

31

January 2024January 2024
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T R E N T  M A S O N

Partner  |  949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

J A C C I  P E A R C E

Partner  |  949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

B R A D  F E L D M A N

Partner  |  949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

Broker #01947727

K I N D  W O R D S  F R O M  H A P P Y  C L I E N T S

Visit our website to view our full property portfolio and for more information on this exceptional Nellie Gail Ranch home.

B R A D F E L D M A N G R O U P. C O M

2 5 3 5 2  M U S T A N G  D R I V E

4-BR | 2.5-BA | APPROX. 2,624 SF

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 2 , 1 9 5 , 0 0 0

JUST LISTED

– Five-Star Zillow Review

“Brad and his team have always been available to answer questions or help in the process of 

selling and buying. A great team to work with!! Jacci and Trent work tirelessly to get the job 

done, moving and finding my dream home!”

HIGHER  STANDARDS  |  BETTER  RESULTS

F E AT U R E D  L I S T I N G  B Y  T H E  B R A D  F E L D M A N  G R O U P

28202 Cabot Road, Suite 510. Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 © 2023 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While this information is believed to be correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, 

changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If  your 

property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

ON THIS SPECTACULAR PROPERTY 

AND CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!
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Nellie Gail Ranch
25211 Empty Saddle Drive

Laguna Hills, CA 92653
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ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org
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