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T R E N T  M A S O N

Partner  |  949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

J A C C I  P E A R C E

Partner  |  949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

B R A D  F E L D M A N

Partner  |  949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

Broker #01947727

28202 Cabot Road, Suite 510. Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 © 2026 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While this information is believed to be correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, 

changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If  your 

property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Scan the QR code for a free 

comparative market analysis on 

your property today!

CURIOUS WHAT YOUR  

NELLIE GAIL HOME IS WORTH?

HIGHER  STANDARDS  |  BETTER  RESULTS

FEATURED L ISTINGS BY TH E 

BRAD FELDMAN GROU P

2 5 2 8 1  D E R B Y H I L L  D R I V E

5-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 5,018 SF

20,000 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 7 7 7 3  H I D D E N  T R A I L  R O A D

5-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 3,886 SF

21,600 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 1 9 5 , 0 0 0

2 4 9 7 2  B U C K B O A R D  L A N E

4-BR | 3.0-BA | APPROX. 2,826 SF

27,090 SF LOT

S O L D  F O R  $ 2 , 5 8 2 , 5 0 0

2 5 9 0 1  N E L L I E  G A I L  R O A D

6-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 4,700 SF

10,496 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 3 7 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E F O R  S A L E S O L D

2 4 8 5 2  B U C K B O A R D  L A N E

7-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 5,075 SF

34,848 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 6 0 4 1  S P U R  B R A N C H  L A N E

8-BR | 11-BA | APPROX. 7,372 SF

15,525 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 5 7 6 1  H I G H P L A I N S  T E R R A C E

5-BR | 6-BA | APPROX. 5,805 SF

19,350 SF

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 9 9 9 , 9 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 5 1 5 2  A N V I L  C I R C L E

5-BR | 5.5-BA | APPROX. 5,576 SF

20,656 SF LOT

L E A S E D  F O R  $ 1 6 , 9 9 5 / M O N T H

L E A S E D
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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Brian Mitchell | General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Rob R. This | Operations Manager
rthis@nelliegailranch.org

JeǺ Hinkle | Facilities & Compliance Manager
hinkle@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild | Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Brenda Weber | Financial Transactions Coordinator
weber@nelliegailranch.org

Molly Weber | Events Coordinator
mollyw@nelliegailranch.org

David De La Mora | Communications Coordinator
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org

www.nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

Clubhouse Reception
clubhouse@nelliegailranch.org

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Oþce: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Nikki Garcia | Equestrian Center Manager
ngarcia@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-7282

Board of Directors

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express maga-
zine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association 
(NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible for business 
practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said adver-
tisements is not aþliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Opinions ex-
pressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no responsibility 
for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are di-
rectly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor s decision is Ānal. Submissions selected for publication by 
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each speciĀc issue. 
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any ma-
terials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors and employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reāect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.

Mark Fisk		  PRESIDENT

Loree Blough		  VICE PRESIDENT

Dan Sparks		  SECRETARY

John Park		  CO-TREASURER

Holly Permeh		  CO-TREASURER



Important Numbers

Mission Statement

To take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
preserve and improve the unique value of living 
in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the overall 

sense of community.

(949) 425-1477	 Association Office

(949) 831-6660	 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis and Swim Club

(949) 533-7282	 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(657) 825-8930         The Watering Hole

(949) 533-7282	 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(949) 439-2251	 Quezada Professional Landscape

(877) 728-0446	 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500	 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343	 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200	 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045	 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange

911	 Emergencies

211	 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011	 Sheriý s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600	 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650	 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abate-
ment

(800) 611-7343	 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

(714) 573-6000    Fire Authority

(714) 971-2421      Vector Control

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 30354, Tampa, FL 33630-3354

or drop oý at the Association Oþce.

The next Open Session Board Meeting and Open 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for April 21, 2026, 
and will be held at the Association Clubhouse.

 

Executive Session starts at - 6:00 pm and Open 
Session - 7:30 pm

The agenda will be posted in the Association Oþce 
and on the NGR website on the Friday prior to the 
meeting, or you may contact the Association Oþce 
to obtain agenda information. All homeowners are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the meetings.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has sever-
al committees comprised of Homeowners that pro-
vide support to the Board of Directors on selected 
Community topics. For more information or to join 
any of our Committees, please contact the Associa-
tion Oþce at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Events Committee

Fire Prevention Committee

Historical Committee

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails Committee

Architectural Review Committee

Architectural Review Committee meetings are gener-
ally held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 
pm. Completed applications must be submitted to the 
Association Oþce at least 10 business days prior to the 
ARC meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue 
of the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and 
ARC meeting dates.

Association Committees

Board of Directors Meetings
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Operations Manager's Message

LEGACY TRAIL
By Brian Mitchell

Each years budget sets aside 

some funds to use for common 
area improvements. In 2025 the 

Board utilized a portion of those funds to construct a 
concrete walkway around the perimeter of the volleyball 
court at the Association Clubhouse to create a hard 

surface walkway. Trudging through 115 feet of volleyball 
sand is no longer required to access the Equestrian Center 

stairs. This path now eases access for homeowners, 
boarders and summer camp youth to travel between the 

Equestrian Center and the clubhouse and parking lot. 

While a basic concrete walkway might oýer a 
straightforward utilitarian solution, Director Loree 
Blough had a loftier vision. How could the walkway 
better represent the Equestrian heritage of Nellie 
Gail Ranch and the primary use of the path leading 
to and from the Equestrian Center? The answer was 

horseshoes. Solicitations went out to homeowners 

oýering an opportunity to contribute a horse shoe and 
$50 toward the walkway.  Forty-one horseshoes are 

now embedded in the walkway that serve as a lasting 

personalized tribute to loved ones. A group photo of 
some of our horseshoe contributors was taken last 
month and can be seen on this page. After the photo 
op, many went up to The Watering Hole to meet, 
visit and build friendships. The path, newly named 
Legacy Trail, also serves as a lasting representation 
to all homeowners of the Nellie Gail Ranch equestrian 
heritage.

If you have any suggestions for common area 
improvements please pass them on to us at admin@

nelliegailranch.org.  

General Manager's Message
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M-F 8am-5pm

714-648-0837

info@quezadaprolandscape.com

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

Proudly providing 
landscape maintenance services

 for the Nellie Gail Ranch Community.

Expert Tree Care

Landscape Design 
       & Install

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY!



The Architectural Review results are accessible online for your convenience. You can easily view them by 
scanning the QR codes provided below:

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEWS RESULTS
ARE AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Architectural Review
March 2026

QR Code

Architectural Reviews

7 | The Pony Express

Minutes
February 2026

QR Code
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FREE CONSULTATION                     (949) 680-8151

LIC# 1003655

POOLS & SPAS  

MOODYOUTDOORS.COM

DRIVEWAY & BACKYARD REMODELS

Let us bring your backyard vision to life with custom
pools and stunning outdoor living spaces.  

info@moodyoutdoors.com

✅ Expert design & craftsmanship 
✅ High-quality materials for long-lasting beauty 
✅ Personalized service tailored to your vision
✅ On-time project completion



The Watering Hole has been 
host to a number of live music 
evenings this year. We started 
January 6th with our favorite local 
Nellie Gail Ranch duo Two For 
The Show  followed by Clif Miller 
January 31st and The Welcome 
Matts February 20th. The variety 
of musical styles was enjoyed 
by our Watering Hole Guests 
each evening. Thank you to 
Amy Moossavian of the Megan 
Bixler Group for her contributing 
sponsorship of those acts as 
well as an opportunity to test our 
knowledge of Music Mania 80’s 
Trivia March 27th  and an upcoming 
Friday April 24th Disco Trivia night.

On Friday, April 10th Two For 
The Show will be back with 
thanks going out to contributing 
sponsor Brad Feldman Group.
 
We also look forward to multi-
instrumentalist JeǺ Sisil who will 
put on an evening of exceptional 
music May 8th.

On March 13th DJ Daniel Arthur 
entertained guests with favorite 
hits while The Watering Hole’s 
Chef Luigi treated guests to  
complimentary pizza along with 
any purchased beer, wine or 
cocktail.

With great evenings behind 
us and others in front, we look 
forward to more gatherings of 
Nellie Gail Ranch neighbors 
and guests.
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At Tayani Institute, we are proud to provide
comprehensive eye care from A to Z, including
routine eye exams, advanced diagnostic testing,
cataract surgery, glaucoma management, retina
care, strabismus treatment, eyelid surgery, upper
facial reconstruction, LASIK, dry eye therapy, and
more. Our team is equipped to care for every stage
of your visual health. With multiple locations
throughout Orange County, we make expert
ophthalmic and optometric care convenient and
accessible for our community.

Leadership Rooted in Expertise
At the heart of Tayani Institute is Dr. Ramin Tayani
and longtime associate, Dr. Joson, who have worked
side by side for many years building a practice
rooted in excellence and patient-centered care.  
Dr. Tayani specializes in oculoplastic and
reconstructive surgery of the eyes and upper face,
offering expertise in both functional and cosmetic
procedures. Dr. Joson is a dedicated glaucoma
specialist focused on preserving vision through
advanced medical and surgical treatment options.
Together, their leadership has shaped Tayani
Institute into a premier destination for
comprehensive ophthalmic care.

Comprehensive Optometry & Dry Eye Care
Our optometric team plays an essential role in
delivering personalized vision care. Dr. Moin, Dr.
Berke, and Dr. Cook specialize in fitting advanced
contact lenses, including Ortho-K and scleral
lenses for unique vision needs. Dr. Guck leads our
Dry Eye Clinic, providing targeted therapies to
improve comfort and ocular surface health. In
addition, all of our providers, including Dr. Ng, Dr.
Mulick, Dr. Tran, Dr. Hsieh, Dr. Kang, Dr. Bozner,
and Dr. Alanis, are experienced in the diagnosis,
treatment, and co-management of a wide variety
of eye diseases, ensuring seamless, coordinated
care across specialties.

Style Meets Vision: Our Optical Boutique
Our optical boutique offers a curated selection of
eyewear to suit every style and budget. From
designer frames to everyday readers, our
knowledgeable optical team helps patients find the
perfect fit for both vision and fashion.

When it comes to your vision, trust the team that
does it all. Whether you need a routine eye exam,
surgical care, specialty lenses, or new frames,
Tayani Institute is here to serve you. Our expert
providers use advanced technology to protect and
enhance your sight. Schedule your appointment
today and experience the difference in
comprehensive care at Tayani Institute.

Advanced Surgical & Specialty Care 
Our team of ophthalmologists brings a wide range
of subspecialties to serve every patient’s needs.
Dr. Nuthi specializes inproviding care for retinal
conditions. Dr. Roubach is a pediatric
ophthalmologist and strabismus surgeon dedicated
to treating children and adults with eye alignment
disorders. Dr. Karageozian and Dr. Kurteeva, along
with our other skilled ophthalmologists, perform
cataract surgery and use upgraded lenses to help
patients reduce or eliminate their dependence on
glasses. By offering both traditional and advanced
surgical solutions, we tailor every treatment plan to
support long-term visual clarity.

Comprehensive Eye Care,
All in One Place

(949) 489-2218
www.TAYANI.com

25200 La Paz Rd. #100,
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Dr. Joson & Dr. Tayani recieving the Cheif of Staff
Award from MemorialCare



Operations Manager's Message

,ello Eeighbor͊          
te are eǆĐited to inǀite you to join our Eellie 'ail ZanĐh 
Eeighborhood tatĐh Wrograŵ͊

Eeighborhood tatĐh is a proǀen way to reduĐe Đriŵe and build trust between 

neighbors. By joining, you’ll be part of a network of residents who look out for 

one another and help keep Eellie 'ail ZanĐh a safe and welĐoŵing plaĐe to liǀe.

that it inĐludes͗
• Staying alert to unusual or suspicious activity in our neighborhood. 
• Looking out for one another’s homes, families, and property.
• Receiving timely safety updates and crimeͲprevention tips. 
• Strengthening connections with neighbors while building a safer community together. 
• Opportunities to join safety workshops, and community events.

 thy join͍
• Create a safer environment for our families, homes, and property 
• Improve reporting and response to crime or safety issues 
• Build a stronger sense of community and connection

dake the first step today͊ 
Be part of the Nellie Gail Ranch Neighborhood Watch. Every resident’s involvement matters!. 

Email our Neighborhood Watch Coordinator͗ Eorŵ.�angeloΛĐoǆ.net
Call or teǆt͗ ϵϰϵͲϰϲϲͲϰϱϵϵ 

Let’s work together to keep Nellie Gail Ranch safe and thriving!

Security Committee



Emergency Preparedness

NEW STRUCTURE FOR EMERGENCY BLOCKS

Building a strong, connected neighborhood is one 

of the most eýective ways to enhance safety and 

preparedness. To make communication easier and 

more immediate during both everyday situations and 

emergencies, we’re introducing a simpliĀed “Block” 

structure designed to keep neighbors informed, 

engaged, and ready to support one another when it 

matters most.

Our new Block structure is very simple-groups of 

approximately 6 homes. For example: Start with 

your own home, add your next door neighbor on 

each side, then add the folks across the street. You 

probably have all the information you need already!

Experience with Neighborhood Watch has shown 

that this block structure works because

1. All the homes in your block are line of sight.

2. You probably already know and keep in touch 

with these folks.

3. In emergency situations, you can see these 

neighbors quickly without being too far from your 

own home.

HOW TO ESTABLISH YOUR BLOCK

To get started:

1. Choose the homes in your block. 

2. Set up a Block text string using your neighbor’s 

phone numbers

3. Send out a text to your block.  Explain that this is 

your method to communicate with each other when 

important neighborhood information needs to be 

shared. This would include Neighborhood Watch, 

Emergency Preparedness, Fire Prevention, lost pets, 

neighborhood gatherings, and anything else that is 

important to you and your neighbors.

If you would like help establishing your block, please 

contact Julia Scholtes at juliascholtes7@gmail.com 

or 949-466-8038.

Emergency Preparedness

NEW STRUCTURE FOR EMERGENCY BLOCKS
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eastereaster
Egg Hunt

Free
Entry

Gallup Park

Saturday, April 4 , 2026 
th

from 10am - 12pm

Egg Hunt to begin at 10:30amDon’t forget 

your 

Easter 

basket!
Special thanks to:

Our contributing sponsor

and The 
Tomberlin Family

Come Enjoy Kids activities, 
Character Photo Ops 

& more!



Fire Prevention Committee

PALM SKINNING! WHAT’S THAT? 
By Lulu Hallenbeck

We’ve heard of skinning our knees and elbows, 
but skinning the palm trees in our yards??

What is palm skinning and is it the same as frond 
removal? The answer is no! Palm skinning and 
palm frond removal are two diýerent things. 
Trimming a palm tree means removing the 
dead fronds from the palm tree trunk. Palm tree 
skinning, sometimes called “skinning the trunk,” 
is the process of removing the rough, Ābrous 
bases of old fronds that remain attached after 
the fronds are trimmed. Over time the old frond 
bases harden and create a layered, textured 
trunk. “Skinning” strips away these bases, leaving 
the trunk smooth. Both dead fronds and old 
frond bases are āammable. Removing them can 
reduce Āre risks during hot, dry seasons.

There are many kinds of palms: tall, short, 
skinny, round – and their fronds vary vastly in 
size and shape. Smaller types of palms can be 
easily trimmed and cleaned by the homeowner 
but others do require professional skills.

With hot weather coming and the Āre season 
with it, now would be a good time to check your 
palm trees and their condition. Please closely 
monitor palm trees adjacent to trail easements 
and areas out of your normal view. Want to 
know more about palm tree skinning and frond 
removal? Contact a professional tree service 
for complete advice.

15 | The Pony Express



TRIVIATRIVIATRIVIA
NIGHTNIGHTNIGHT

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026   |   6:30-9:00PM

FREE TO PLAY!

FOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTSFOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTS

MUSIC MANIA

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with thought-

provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and entertaining hosts!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with thought-

provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and entertaining hosts!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

657-825-8930

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

657-825-8930

Thank you to our

Contributing Sponsor:

Amy Moossavian



2026 REGISTRATION OPEN!2026 REGISTRATION OPEN!  2026 REGISTRATION OPEN!2026 REGISTRATION OPEN!  
MONDAY - THURSDAY

Week 1 - June 8th

Week 2 - June 15th

 Week 3 - June 22nd

Week 4 - June 29th

Week 5 - July 6th

Week 6 - July 13th

Week 7 - July - 20th

Week 8 - July 27th

Week 9 - August 3rd

Week 10 - August 10th

MONDAY - THURSDAY

Week 1 - June 8th

Week 2 - June 15th

 Week 3 - June 22nd

Week 4 - June 29th

Week 5 - July 6th

Week 6 - July 13th

Week 7 - July - 20th

Week 8 - July 27th

Week 9 - August 3rd

Week 10 - August 10th

Little Hitters |5-8 years

10.30am - 2.30pm

$280

Challengers |9 years+

10.30am - 3pm

$315

Little Hitters |5-8 years

10.30am - 2.30pm

$280

Challengers |9 years+

10.30am - 3pm

$315

DP TENNIS ACADEMY DP TENNIS ACADEMY 

Nellie Gail RanchNellie Gail Ranch
x

SUMMER TENNIS & SWIM CAMPSUMMER TENNIS & SWIM CAMPSUMMER TENNIS & SWIM CAMPSUMMER TENNIS & SWIM CAMP



TOP!

License # 986602

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING

SCAN NOW TO

SEE WHAT WE CAN

DO FOR YOU!

866.595.9991

  714.771.0118 

PACIFICCRESTROOF.COM

Fair & Accurate Price

Most Reliable & Respected Roofing Company in the Area

RELIABILITY STARTS AT THE

Specializing in:
Class A - Luxury Presidential Composite 

Shingles - Concrete Flat & Spanish Tile Re 

Roofs - Lift & Relay Re-Roof Existing Roof 

Tiles - Flat Roof Systems - Roof Repairs - Cool 

Roof Shingles & Concrete Roof Tiles - Low E 

Reflective Insulation Therma Sheeting 
Underlayment



Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

W
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

                                                             ith more than 20 years of experience in private wealth management, 
Mai Park works with engineers, executives and families from 
companies like Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin, 
SpaceX and Tesla. She founded Mai Park Capital, in partnership with 

Pence Wealth Management, and specializes in developing wealth strategies 
tailored to the unique compensation structures and ƈnancial challenges of 
the aerospace and technology industries. 
         As a managing director at Pence Wealth Management, Mai is backed 
by an advisory team that manages over $2.7 billion in client assets and 
oƅers comprehensive services in retirement planning, tax strategy, estate 
coordination and investment management. She was recognized by Forbes as one 
of America’s Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in 2023, 2024 and 2025.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FIRM.
I founded Mai Park Capital to gain the freedom to create fully customized 
portfolios for clients, and to access a breadth of investment vehicles. 
Partnering with Pence Wealth Management gives me access to an actively 
managed and tax-harvesting platform.

WHAT IS YOUR AREA OF EXPERTISE?
Goals-based wealth planning. I create personalized strategies that align 
every ƈnancial decision with a client’s life goals. Rather than focusing solely 
on market movements or short-term performance, I help clients deƈne 
what truly matters to them—whether that’s retirement readiness, funding 
education or leaving a legacy—and then design tax-eƆcient, diversiƈed 
portfolios to support those objectives. It’s about turning wealth into a tool for 
living with purpose.

HOW DO YOU ESTABLISH TRUST WITH NEW CLIENTS?
Trust is earned through consistency, transparency and genuine care. We 
start by listening and understanding what truly matters to each client before 
oƅering any advice. Education and clarity are key. When clients understand 
the “why” behind their strategy, conƈdence naturally follows. And above all, 
we lead with integrity. Every recommendation we make is guided by our 
ƈduciary duty to put clients’ best interests ƈrst.

WHAT’S THE MOST VALUABLE LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED 

FROM ADVISING OTHERS?
True wealth isn’t just about numbers; it’s about purpose. Clients’ goals, values 
and life experiences shape their deƈnition of ƈnancial success. My role is to 
listen deeply, understand what matters to them and build strategies that align 
their wealth with their lifestyle.

W 
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 2026.

990 W. 190TH ST., TORRANCE | 5000 BIRCH ST., WEST TOWER, NEWPORT BEACH 

949-220-1376 | MAIPARKCAPITAL.COM
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Highlights
• Wealth Management

• Retirement Planning

• Tax-EƆcient Strategies
• Portfolio Construction
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been veri�ed. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All 
measurements and square footages are approximate. Source: RealTreand closed sales volume 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024.

BEN TATE 

949.244.3748 

DRE 01871507

JERRY LAMOTT 

DRE 00469045

SARAH TATE 

DRE 01882269

TATELAMOTT.COM

20 BENTLEY

JUST SOLD |  $2 , 525 ,000

25582 RAPID FALLS

JUST LISTED |  $4 , 200,000

24802 RED LODGE

SOLD IN 3 DAYS! |  $2 , 500,000 

2182 INDIAN CREEK

JUST LISTED |  $875 ,000

4 FIRETHORN

JUST LISTED |  $1 ,060,000

Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

7

AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

tailored to the unique compensation structures and ƈnancial challenges of 

oƅers comprehensive services in retirement planning, tax strategy, estate 

every ƈnancial decision with a client’s life goals. Rather than focusing solely 
on market movements or short-term performance, I help clients deƈne 

education or leaving a legacy—and then design tax-eƆcient, diversiƈed 

oƅering any advice. Education and clarity are key. When clients understand 
the “why” behind their strategy, conƈdence naturally follows. And above all, 
we lead with integrity. Every recommendation we make is guided by our 
ƈduciary duty to put clients’ best interests ƈrst.

and life experiences shape their deƈnition of ƈnancial success. My role is to 

7

AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

7

AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 2026.

990 W. 190TH ST., TORRANCE | 5000 BIRCH ST., WEST TOWER, NEWPORT BEACH
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• Tax-EƆcient Strategies



MUSIC

10
APRIL

6:30-9:30

Timeless Pop & Rock ClassicsTimeless Pop & Rock Classics

L I V E

For more information, call 657.825.8930

MARK GALLUZZO & DALE ERKEL

Join us as this talented duo performs a

unique musical experience for all ages!

TWO FOR THE SHOWTWO FOR THE SHOW

Thank you to our
Contributing Sponsor:



Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321 DRE #00452321

Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 40 years!  
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.

A HOME TO TREASURE FOREVER . . . . SPECTACULAR PANORAMIC VIEW

Fabulous location on one of the �nest cul-de-sac streets in Mission Viejo, plus a spectacular panoramic view of Saddleback 
Mountain. Five spacious bedrooms including a huge primary bedroom.

Approximately 2,923 sq� home on a huge, very private, 10,625 sq� lot. Great community parks, Oso Creek golf course nearby, 
and all the fabulous amenities of Lake Mission Viejo are yours to enjoy.

O�ered at: $1,750,000
 

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?  
Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal:  marty@martysamuel.com 

Nellie Gail sales based on MLS data since Oct 1989 

SOLD!
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CELEBRATING OUR 
GRADUATES

Now Accepting Class of 
2026 Submissions

Last year, we were proud to highlight an incredible group of students in a special community 
spread, showcasing their hard work, achievements, and exciting plans for the future. It was 
truly inspiring to see the dedication and perseverance of these graduates, and to celebrate 

such an important milestone together as a community. 

 

As we look ahead, we’re excited to continue this tradition and are now accepting submissions for 
our Class of 2026 Graduates. Whether your student is graduating from high school, college, or 

beyond, we would love to recognize their accomplishments and share their story.

To be included, please submit a photo and short bio of the graduate to 
PonyExpress@nelliegailranch.org

 

Let’s come together once again to celebrate the next group of graduates and the bright 
futures ahead. Your community is cheering you on every step of the way!



MUSIC
L I V E

MAY

6:30-9:30

JEFF SISIL
Jeff Sisil is a professional conductor and musician

featured in a Disney+ Original with Billie Eilish and the

LA Phil, television productions, and elite live events. He

also brings decades of international conducting

experience and works on major TV and film productions

as a certified safety diver and set medic.
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Paint & Sip
A Watercolor Session with 

Aldo Fucinari

On April 16th, join

skillful local watercolor

artist and enthusiast Aldo

Fucinari at the Moulton

Museum for a night of

Moulton Wine and

beginner-friendly artistry.

Time: 
Place:
Price:

5:30 - 8 PM

Moulton Museum

$15

RSVP!

(Supplies will be provided!)

Spots are
limited!

Group & Private Lessons for riders of all ages and 
skill levels, including Western, using our riding 

school horses and ponies. From beginner to ad-

vanced.

For more information contact us today at 
(949)448-0823 

www.haydenandclarkesporthorses.com

Hayden Clarke Sport Horses

Developing Rising Stars in Show Jumping
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SEND US YOUR AD - EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG - 
NOTE  CLASSIFIEDS  IN THE SUBJECT LINE - ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL 
RANCH RESIDENTS | $10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS

SERVICES

TWO FOR THE SHOW – MUSIC DUO
Planning an event? TWO FOR THE SHOW offers custom-
ized playlists, from soft rock to dance hits. Visit “Two For 
The Show Orange County” on YouTube for samples. Con-
tact at 949.643.0949 (no texts) or twofortheshowsocal@
gmail.com.

COMPLETE OFFICE AND BUILDING CLEANING
Trustworthy, insured, and with 30 years of experience, of-
fering janitorial services, building maintenance, floor care, 
carpet cleaning, and more. Nellie Gail Resident Owned 
Business. Call 949-310-4996.

SPANISH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Maria provides Spanish tutoring for all ages and levels. With 
15+ years of experience, offering services for elementary, 
high school, college, conversation, and translations. Call or 
text at 949-836-0846 or email mparser@yahoo.com.

EXPERIENCED AND PATIENT MATH TUTOR
A lifelong Nellie Gail resident with a Master s in Aerospace 
Engineering, offering math tutoring for high school, com-
munity college, and ACT/SAT. One-on-one tutoring for 
better understanding. Call 949-231-0977 or email ecaiusa@
yahoo.com.

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN YOUR HOME
Learn the music you love from Popular, Classical, Jazz, and 
Blues. Children and adults welcome. I have B.A. Degrees 
in Music and Child Psychology and have been teaching 25 
years. My website is www.thekeyboardlady.com. Email me 
at marshyvonne13@gmail.com or call 949-637-8208.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog walking, and pet taxi 
services in South Orange County. Vickie Reyes, caregiv-
er, ensures purrfect care for your companions. Licensed, 
bonded, insured, with pet CPR and first aid certification. 
Visit www.caringfurangels.com or call 949-525-1670.

PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable, flexible resident for house/pet 
sitting. Call 805-714-6153 for active lifestyles and travel. 
Flexible for visits and stays.

PIANO IS FOR PRESCHOOLERS, TOO!
Piano lessons for children aged two and up, enhancing con-
centration, memory, brainpower, and listening skills. Devel-
op diligence, perseverance, and confidence for success in 
school and life. Visit www.PianoIsForPreschoolersToo.com 
or call 949/246-6492.

CALLING ALL EQUESTRIANS
Explore Equivont.com for a one-stop solution to eques-
trian needs. Find horses for sale, supplements, grooming 
products, trainers, clinics, and more. A Nellie Gail Resident 
Owned Business.

BEAUTY COUNTER CONSULTANT
Contact Michelle Hudgins at 949-874-4466 for Beauty 
counter consulting. Visit https://www.beautycounter.com/
michellehudgins for Clean and Vegan products.

WRITER NEEDED
Part-time science fiction graphic novel writer sought. Pay: 

$15/hr. Attend weekly Zoom meetings, write 2-3 pages 
weekly, and email progress. Apply at bettsm15@gmail.com 
with name, contact info, availability, resume, and writing 
samples.

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
Grant, a licensed therapist, specializes in teens and young 
adults. Call (714) 276-8957 for a free consultation or visit www.
grant-waggoner.clientsecure.me. Office in Dana Point. Li-
cense: California / 125452.

BABY SITTING SERVICES
My name is Jessica. I am a preschool teacher with 9 years 
experience that lives in Nellie Gail. I offer occasional and 
overnight babysitting services. Contact 949-295-2602 or 
jjayess9418@gmail.com.

SPRAY TANNING – MOBILE!
EverTan provides mobile spray tanning services in Orange 
County. Natural, even tan with top-quality organic formulas. 
Call/text Kaydance at 951-355-8044 or email myevertan@
gmail.com. Visit www.myevertan.com.

DOG WALKING
April, a loving, reliable Nellie Gail resident, offers dog walking 
services. Call 949-310-4996 for a meet and greet.

BABY SITTING
I am a high school student and live in Nellie Gail and would 
love to babysit Please contact Beeta at 209-981-5667

BABY SITTING
My daughter who’s a junior in high school and lives in Nel-
lie Gail would love to babysit and/or pet sit. She is respon-
sible, good with kids, and loves animals. $20/hr. Rose-
mary (949)-633-4194.

FLOWER POWER
Vine + Dandy, a Nellie Gail floral design studio, creates unique 
arrangements for same-day delivery, weddings, and events. 
Check IG: @vinedandy or www.vinedandy.com. Contact Mi-
chelle at 714-756-0412.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PROGRAMMING TUTOR
AP Computer Science and programming tutor with UC Berke-
ley background. In-person and remote tutoring. Text Elaine at 
949-300-8985 or email occstutoring@gmail.com.

SPRING-CLEANING HELP
Is your spring-cleaning project too big to tackle? Let me help take 
the stress out of your decluttering and organizing project. I provide 
a patient, judgement free process that will help you see all that is 
possible at an affordable price. Call Lisa at 714-337-9624.

CPA WITH 20+ YEARS' EXPERIENCE
In tax and accounting for small to mid-size businesses and 
high-net-worth individuals. Services include tax planning, 
preparation, and consulting across CA, NY, TX. Clients in-
clude law partners, doctors, dentists, real estate investors. 
Contact Juliezzhu@yahoo.com or call (949) 627-7688.

BABYSITTER
Ability to thoughtfully connect with and care for children 
of all ages. Early retired HR professional and live nearby. 
Excellent references. Please contact Kimber at (949) 836-
6742

Classified Ads
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PREMIUM PET & IN-HOME SITTING SERVICES 
Including drop in and overnight stays.   Serving Orange 
County for 20+ years.  Referrals upon request. Contact me 
at (949) 338-4696 - lorilewis2812@gmail.com

PET SITTING
Experienced graduate student offering pet sitting: in-home, 
overnight, and walking. Rates tailored to based service and fre-
quency. Contact for reliable care: (949) 573-2992 or jeritretter@
gmail.com

VIOLIN LESSONS
Patient, outgoing and kind violin instructor for ALL ages. 
Studying violin @UCLA and available until late September. No 
experience needed. Please text Leo at 949-899-2245

SKATEBOARDING LESSONS
Patient resident is offering beginner skateboarding lessons at 
his skate ramp, your house, or a park. Helmet required and pads 
are recommended. Please text or call Dante at (949) 374-0145. 

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR
High School math/science teacher, 30 years of experience. AP, 
Honors and Standard classes for math and physics including: 
Algebra I/II, Geometry, PreCalculus, AP Calculus AB/BC, and 
Physics A/B. AP/SAT. BSEE, UCLA. Call 714-296-2544 or email 
dkrutcik@gmail.com, ask for Dave.

BIKE GURU: BIKE BUILDING AND REPAIR. 
Nellie Gail resident offering bicycle repair, custom builds, bike 
boxing. Electric Bikes, trikes, and scooters. Specialize in moun-
tain bike suspension and performance. Fair prices, quick turn 
around. Ask for Jeff, 949-285-8663. 

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.
Member of Music Teachers’ Association of California. 
With 24 years of teaching experience and hundreds of  
successful students. CertiĀcate of Merit preparation available.  
Students grow, gain conĀdence and reach their full musical  
potential.  (949) 533-8434 miriam19@yahoo.com

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS,  SERVICES & REPAIRS,  
Autocad design and Advice with 30 years experience pro-
vided by retired Construction  Engineer at 949-342-5885 
Nellie Gail resident

PET ACCESSORIES AND CUSTOM SHIRTS
Create the perfect gift! I make bandannas embroidered with 
your pet’s name. I can also make custom embroidered shirts 
or iron-on-vinyl shirts. Nellie Gail Ranch resident. See exam-
ples at natureknitted.com or contact: natureknitted@gmail.
com Text: (949) 683-0154

HANDY MAN
Local, reliable, insured, and experienced. Longtime Aliso Vie-
jo resident with a strong mechanical and maintenance back-
ground. Detail-oriented, professional, and honest. I provide 
informed advice, only take on jobs within my scope, and refer 
out when needed. Call or text John at (949) 527-2210.

SOFTWARE/C++ DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Need a software developer? Email services@alignofcode.
com, text or call (949) 216-4146

HONEY-DO HEROES OC AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN SERVICES
From plumbing to electrical repairs, we are here to tackle the 
small jobs that make a big difference in your home. Providing 
door & lock installs, drywall patching, painting touch-ups and 
kitchen / bath fixture upgrades and much more. Call William 
today at 949-329-8779 for a free estimate

FRESH HONEY FOR SALE
Local honey at $15.00 per 12 oz jar. Contact Alberta at Hey 
Honey 949-646-2606 for honey sales, backyard hive rescues.

SWEETS DOODLES
Supreme Golden doodle breeder in South Orange County. 
Standard size puppies (50-75 lbs) born and raised at home. 
Professionally trained with a two-year health warranty. Vis-
it www.sweetsdoodles.com or call Mark at 949-228-4606.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY FOR SALE. 
AKC Champion dog and is a female and born June 19, 2023. 
The sister has been adopted by a Nellie Gail homeowner, 
and the Breeder would like to keep the sister dogs togeth-
er. Paperwork is available. If interested please call Floyd at 
562-884-4566. The puppy is a kind and gentle dog.

DYMEK’S FREEDOM PLUMBING
52 years industry experience 1000 5-�����reviews Trusted 
Emergency Homeowners Insurance Contractor Quick re-
sponse to handle any emergency repairs. FreedomPlumb-
ing.com License #764483 C-36 C-42 • (949) 582-3376

1948 FORD DELUXE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE
Red, 350 Chevy engine, Chrome under hood, 28,000 
miles contact me for more information Sue, 949-533-3705

QUARTER SHARE IN 39’ SEA RAY
Newport Beach – $45K. Luxury boating via LLC partnership; 
shared slip, maintenance, and insurance costs. Prime New-
port Harbor location. Training available. Enjoy boating without 
full ownership hassle or expense. Contact Tony@IncTek.com

A DIFFERENT WAY TO DEAL WITH PAIN
Veterans battling Gulf War Syndrome and chronic pain 
face PTSD, anxiety, depression, and disc issues. Tradi-
tional meds cause side effects. One Veteran found re-
lief through microcurrent therapy. Learn more: https://
intellbio.com/equiscope-therapy-gulf-war-syndrome/ 
ContactDiane@HealthnCookies.com for info.

QIGONG ENERGY SESSIONS AND CLASSES
Craig Cooke, Doctor of Chinese Energetic Medicine pro-
vides qigong energy optimization and healing sessions in 
Nellie Gail. Online qigong classes are also  available. Qigong 
is a powerful healing and self-transformation modality. Visit 
C2energymedicine.com for more information.

CROSS TRAIN FOR TOTAL BODY WELLNESS
Train at home with Debra. Combining ballet barre, Pilates, 
and stretch for toning, lengthening, and flexibility. Call or 
text Debra at 949-350-5411 or email mcm623@cox.net.

NUTRITIONIST & PERSONAL TRAINER
Master mind and body at home with Iden Shahir. Functional 
weight training for weight loss/muscle gain. Contact at (949)633-
5410 or www.livefitwithiden.com. Instagram: @livefitwithiden.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Learn to swim or improve skills with CPR-certified coach. 2+ 
years coaching experience and 12+ years in water polo. Text/
call Donnie at 949-771-4044.

FOR SALE

HEALTH
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KURE IT WOMEN'S GUILD
Support cutting-edge cancer research with the KURE IT 
WOMEN’S GUILD (www.kureit.org/women-s-guild) through 
fundraising, education, and community outreach. Contact 
Kerri Hatfield at kckhatfield@gmail.com to learn more about 
how YOU can make a difference.

PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS
Expand yoga knowledge with Brittney Trujillo. 200hr Yoga 
Teacher with 10+ years experience. $80 per person for an 
hour session. Contact at 714.234.7627. 

PRIVATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY
Speakeasy Speech Therapy offers speech-language therapy at 
home or clinic. Improve language, speech, and cognitive skills. 
Contact (949) 287-8385 or rachel@speakeasy-speech.com.

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
The beautiful Island of Roatan, very safe, English speaking, easy 
to get to in only 6 hours. Popular for Scuba Diving & snorkel-
ing in turquoise crystal clear warm water. Three properties to 
choose from. Plenty to do. www.roatanislandvacationrentals.
com or call Debbie at 714-801-4257. Mention N.G. for discount.

OPEN HORSE STABLE
Large indoor/outdoor stall available for the right horse at our 
beautiful privately owned stable in Nellie Gail Ranch. The stall 
comes with trail access, full care and feedings in the morning 
and evening, large barn, tack room, bathing area, and nearly 
three fenced acres of pasture to explore. Please inquire with 
owner/operator - Heidi Codorniz (949) 246-3460

NELLIE GAIL HOME FOR RENT
Estate on 1.5-acre equestrian-zoned land with mountain and 
city views. Quiet cul-de-sac, solar, EV charger. Remodeled 
5-bed, 4-bath open floor plan. Oversized family room, formal 
dining, updated master bath. $10k-$15k/month. Call Patrice 
949-813-3938 or Martin 951-288-6098.

AUTOS FOR RENT
2023 Ford Transit, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent, seats 15 or 
can haul things around after removal of seats. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 2019 Lincoln 
Navigator in red, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 

HOST FAMILY - FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT
Open your home to a French, Italian, or Spanish exchange stu-
dent this summer for 3 weeks. Stipend available. Contact Alex 

at alex@oui-connect.com or 415-395-6160.

BRIDGE PARTNER WANTED 
Bridge partner wanted to play social bridge from 12:00 - 
3:00 on Mondays Please call (949) 395-6000 if interested

THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY OF CULTURAL JEWS 
Secular Humanist Jewish Holiday celebrations and oth-
er activities. Low cost annual membership includes group 
events. Nonmembers welcome to gatherings for a nominal 
fee. www.pccjews.org

NEWCOMERS CLUB OF SADDLEBACK VALLEY 
is a nonproĀt, nondenominational Women’s Club. Groups 
include book clubs, gadabouts (excursions), cards, walk-
ing, golĀng, and potlucks. Monthly luncheons at diýerent 
venues feature speakers or entertainment. Attendance is 
optional. We’d love you to join us, regardless of residency 
or duration in the area. Learn more at ncsvonline.org.
_______________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The classiĀed advertisements contained within 
the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed 
or recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees June not be held 
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products 
of persons who place advertisements in the ClassiĀed section.

SOCIAL / MEET-UP

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS
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TRAGEDY OVERCOME BY COURAGE HUMILITY THE SEED OF GRACE
- by Karen L. Robbins

16 Years have passed since Team Darkhorse was 
incorporated as a 501 (c) 3 support group for 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines — following the city of Laguna 
Hills’ formal adoption of the Camp Pendleton unit. 
 
15 years ago the Battalion our city adopted 
deployed to Afghanistan and there, in the toughest 
Āghting of that war, 25 Marines were killed in action 
and more than 200 injured. Mid-way through the 
deployment, the Board of Team Darkhorse were 
invited to a meeting held on Camp Pendleton for 
the families of the deployed Marines. It was meant 
as reassurance and communication. A young 
Marine oþcer Lt. Cameron West, walked into the 
room on crutches, one leg now missing. He stood 
up and talked to the families, to reassure them, 
to tell them that their loved ones were well and 
showing no loss of courage or resolve even as they 
had to accept the loss of their brothers. All around 
me were young wives, some holding babies; there 
were also older mothers, those whose sons were 
the ones now in harm’s way. Tears were failing to 
be held back, but courage kept the meeting from 
descending into sobs and anger. I felt numb. I felt 
like an intruder. Our son Jack had served 4 years, two 
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan and returned 
home safely. What possible help or diýerence 
could I or our group make to these strangers? 
 
The story I am about to share is one which has 
become familiar — a young man at the cusp of 
adulthood chooses to serve his country, and not 
only serve but chooses to serve in one of the most 
dangerous MOS (military occupational service) 
there is, during a time of military conāict. He endures 
and graduates from either Boot Camp or OCS 
(Oþcer Training School); gets sent to an Infantry 
Battalion, deploys to the Middle East, witnesses 
violence, loses brothers in combat, ultimately is 
injured himself often-times losing a limb, or two. 
 
When that young man comes home he faces another 
battle, arguably tougher than the one he left — an 
arduous physical recovery, learning to do without 

a leg or arm, or sometimes two, accepting a new 
physical reality, the loss of a military career he perhaps 
envisioned, and an uncertain future unlike any he 
had imagined until faced with his new reality now. 
 
Our community rallied to do all and whatever we 
could to show remembrance and respect to those 
who were killed, and to be supportive in ways we 
could to those who returned. Doing so brought us 
into contact with some of the Ānest young people 
in our country; many of whom we still stay in touch 
with to this day. I tell this story now not to be maudlin, 
nor as a political statement, or a diatribe against the 
military. I tell it to bear witness to their character, 
strength, faith and determination. And to say that 
even though I felt hopeless and weak and at a loss 
of how to begin to help any of them — the truth as 
it has turned out is that if a community stands up 
and puts forward their hands, their love and their 
respect to our Marines, we can make a greater 
diýerence than we might ever have imagined. 
 
Each Memorial Day since 2013 we have invited one 
of the prior injured veterans to serve as our race 
Grand Marshal. Their presence is a reminder of the 
courage of those who died serving our country, 
and these veterans’ mantra is always “Run for those 
who can’t, and live lives that honor their sacriĀce.” 
 
This year’s Grand Marshal is Navy Corpsman Red 
Ramos. His story is featured here. Please come if 
you can to the Memorial Day Race, and/or the 
EXPO following the race, on Memorial Day, May 25 
to greet and meet this Āne man, and his family.

Team Darkhorse
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TEAM DARKHORSE - 3D Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division Support Committee is the (all volunteer) IRS 501 (c) 3 non profit 
org formed in 2010, following the Laguna Hills City Council formal vote to adopt this Camp Pendleton Infantry Unit. For more 
information, to volunteer, or make a donation please contact President, Vanessa Kon at vanessakon@cox.net.
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REDMON RAMOS BIO

Redmond Ramos is one of four brothers who all served as Navy Corpsmen with the Fleet Marine Force 
supporting Marine Infantrymen in combat. On March 26, 2011, near the end of a combat deployment 
to Sangin, Afghanistan with the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, a fellow Marine stepped on an improvised 
explosive device (IED). Red was maneuvering to assist the injured Marine when he triggered another IED. He 
lost his left leg below the knee and sustained other injuries in the blast.
 
A California native, Red credits his love for the ocean with helping him recover, calling the hours he spent 
surĀng and scuba diving his “greatest therapy.”
 
Red enjoys spending time with his wife Krista, a former LA City ĀreĀghter, and their two children, Aspen and 
Redmond.
 
We are honored to have Redmond Ramos with us today, representing 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, and 
Corpsmen who serve by their side, and encourage you to come meet Redmond at the EXPO after the race!
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TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Compass
(949) 472-9191
tatelamott.com
[Pages 20]

HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS AND CAMP
(949) 448-0823
mickeyhayden.com
[Page 24]

EVOLUTION SWIM ACADEMY
(949) 388-4545
evolutionswim.com
[Page 31]

DP TENNIS ACADEMY
(949) 395-5297
dptennisacademy.com
[Page 10]

CRUISE PLANNERS
Caroline Swift
(949) 363-0430
carolinwift@cruiseplanners.com
[Page 27]

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
IPSprinter.com
[Page 24]

MOULTON MUSEUM
(949) 868-7386
moultonmuseum.org
[Page 24]

COASTAL ELEGANCE
(949) 226-6441
coastalelegancemedspa@gmail.com

coastalelegancemedicalaesthetics.com

[Page 54]

CUSIMANO FINANCIAL GROUP
(949) 863-5938
Jimmy.cusimano@nm.com

cfgwealth.nm.com
[Page 7]

MAI PARK CAPITAL
(949) 220-1376
MaiParkCapital.com

[Page 29]

TAYANI EYE INSTITUTE
(949) 489-2218
WWW.TAYANI.COM

[Page 10]
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Business Center

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place advertisements 
in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said 
advertisements is not aþliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

REAL ESTATEHOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS & SERVICES

RECREATION & SPORTS 

*
*

*

Disclaimer: Advertisers marked with an asterisk () are Nellie Gail Ranch residents.*

*

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
PONY EXPRESS MAIL               

PONYEXPRESS@
NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 

CALL: (949) 425-1477

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Many of us are encouraged to choose drought-
tolerant plants in Southern California to help save 
on water usage. We chose the drought-tolerant 

direction because of the plants themselves and our 
fondness for succulents. Along the way, I learned 
that many succulents don’t like the sun as much as I 
originally thought, and it took time to discover which 
ones work and which ones don’t
 

We made changes to our yard during a remodel 

of the house and started with a plan that had to be 
approved by our HOA. A color palette was established 

to complement the design and colors of the house. 
We looked for plants that were drought tolerant, 
Āt within our color palette, and oýered a variety of 
textures

. 

Existing plants that were kept included day lilies, 
agapanthus, bougainvillea, and rosemary. We then 
added one of my favorites, Santa Barbara sage, 
along with birds of paradise, cowboy cologne, dwarf 
bottlebrush, lavender, lavender merlot, lantana, society 
garlic, dracaena, a ponytail plant in a pot, and some āax. 
For the succulents, we added blue agave (pictured), 
paddle plants, Āre sticks, swan agaves, coral agaves, 
and aloe, to name a few.
 

I have grown to love working with succulents 

and Ānd them fun to use for gifts and for creating 
arrangements in pots throughout the yard. They are 

very proliĀc and give back continually. One thing I 
learned the hard way was that I didn’t want to plant 
succulents that spread by runners. Those types of 
plants were either removed from the yard or placed 
into pots. The ones that remain are the ones that 

passed the test, so to speak.
😉 
An important part of the plan that I haven’t mentioned 
yet is the base we planted in. After the grass was 
removed, the ground was leveled to ensure adequate 
drainage. Irrigation tubing was laid, landscape fabric 
was installed, and decomposed granite (DG) was added 
on top. To plant, we selected each spot, cut through the 
fabric, and added cactus mix for good drainage.

We also built a wall using material from Fallbrook to 
create a patio space. A large boulder was selected 

and repurposed as a fountain at the entryway to the 
house.

 

Hopefully, after reading this article, anyone who may 
have doubts or hesitation about using succulents or 

transitioning to a drought-tolerant landscape will see 

that the change is achievable. Not only are we saving 

water, but we can also be creative by choosing plants 
that are fun to work with.
 

— Gail Fellers

 
 

Nellie Gail Garden Group
By Tina Corso
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26552 Moulton Pkwy, Suite A
Laguna Hills CA. 92653 

(949) 226-6441

Our Services:
• BOTOX®

• Chemical Peels

• Dermal Fillers

• Peptide Therapy 

• Microneedling with SkinPen®

• Medical Weight Loss

• Wellness Shots  

• IV Hydration Therapy

• ZO® Skin Health Products 

...And Much More!

begins with trust, care, & expertise”
“Where beauty and wellness 

www.coastalelegancemedicalaesthetics.com

Follow Us

USE PROMO CODE

PONYEXPRESS

Debbie Wooters
Co-Founder/Provider
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y

BradFeldmanGroup.com

TRENT MASON

Partner  |  949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

JACCI PEARCE

Partner  |  949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

BRAD FELDMAN

Partner  |  949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

I T ’ S  THAT  T IME  OF  YEAR !

N E L L I E  G A I L  R A N C H

A N N U A L  G A R A G E  S A L E

S AT U R D AY,  M AY  1 6 T H  |  8 A M  -  1 2 P M

Brad Feldman Group will provide free 
advertising, set up directional signs,and pass 
out complimentary coffee and doughnuts to 

participating households!

Scan the QR code or call 949.529.6924 to sign up to participate or get donation information.

Please register by May 9TH if planning to participate.
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Ranch Recipe

Ingredients:
1. 12 large eggs 

2. 1/3 cup mayonnaise 

3. 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 

4. 1 teaspoon white vinegar or lemon juice 

5. Salt, black pepper, and paprika for 

seasoning and garnish 

Preparation:
1. Place eggs in a pot and cover with water. 

Bring to a boil, then remove from heat and 

let sit for 10–12 minutes before cooling in ice 

water. 

2. Peel the eggs, slice them in half 

lengthwise, and remove the yolks into a 

bowl. 

3. Mash the yolks with mayonnaise, mustard, 

vinegar, salt, and pepper until smooth and 

creamy. 

4. Spoon or pipe the mixture evenly back into 

the egg white halves. 

5. Sprinkle lightly with paprika and serve 

chilled.

Easter Deviled Eggs



 

to our family — a beautiful wood-Āre oven that will create amazing wood-Āred 
pizzas, as well as meats, Āsh, and more — on 

You are invited to enjoy a complimentary individual pizza with the purchase of 

The Watering Hole and Chef Luigi are now oýering authentic, artisan wood-Āred pizzas with thin 
charred crusts and smoky āavors. Pizza Monday specials include $15 pizzas, 50% oǺ cocktails 

and $6 house margarita’s. Saturday pizzas are an even better value at $10! Pizza’s are served 
from 3:30 pm to close Monday to Saturday.

(657) 825-8930 

25281 EMPTY SADDLE DR., LAGUNA HILLS, CA 92653



April 2026April 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

Wine & Design
by appointment 

only

3 4

Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt 

@ 
Gallup Park

5 6 7

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole

8 9 10

Live Music Friday 
Two for The Show

@
The Watering 

Hole
 6:30 pm-9:00 pm

11

12 13 14

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

ARC Meeting
at 6:00pm

@ The
Association 

Oǽce

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

Board Meeting
7:30pm @Club-

house

22 23 24

Trivia Night
Disco

@
The Watering 

Hole
 6:30 pm-9:00 pm

25

26 27

ARC Submittal

Deadline for

May 12th meeting

28 29 30
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