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T R E N T  M A S O N

Partner  |  949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

J A C C I  P E A R C E

Partner  |  949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

B R A D  F E L D M A N

Partner  |  949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

Broker #01947727

28202 Cabot Road, Suite 510. Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 © 2026 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While this information is believed to be correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, 

changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If  your 

property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Scan the QR code for a free 

comparative market analysis on 

your property today!

CURIOUS WHAT YOUR  

NELLIE GAIL HOME IS WORTH?

HIGHER  STANDARDS  |  BETTER  RESULTS

FEATURED L ISTINGS BY TH E 

BRAD FELDMAN GROU P

2 5 2 8 1  D E R B Y H I L L  D R I V E

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

5-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 5,018 SF | 20,000 SF LOT

2 7 7 7 3  H I D D E N  T R A I L  R O A D

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 1 9 5 , 0 0 0

5-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 3,886 SF | 21,600 SF LOT

2 6 0 4 1  S P U R  B R A N C H  L A N E

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0

8-BR | 11-BA | APPROX. 7,372 SF | 15,525 SF LOT

2 5 9 0 1  N E L L I E  G A I L  R O A D

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 2 5 9 , 0 0 0

6-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 4,700 SF | 10,496 SF LOT

F O R  S A L E

F O R  S A L E

F O R  S A L E

I N  E S C R O W
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Save The 

Date

05/08/2026
Live Music Friday

JeǺ Sisil Multi-Instrumentalist 
and Entertainer

From 6:30pm - 9:30pm

• 

05/22/2026
Country Trivia Night
at The Watering Hole

From 6:30pm - 9:00pm

•

06/12/2026
Summer Concert Series

Wayward Sons
At Gallup Park

starts at 7:00pm

•

06/19/2026
Yacht Rock Trivia Night

at The Watering Hole
From 6:30pm - 9:00pm

•

06/26/2026
Summer Concert Series

Surf City All Stars
At Gallup Park

starts at 7:00pm

•

On The Cover:
Trail Photo

by resident Kate Stanton
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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Brian Mitchell | General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Rob R. This | Operations Manager
rthis@nelliegailranch.org

JeǺ Hinkle | Facilities & Compliance Manager
hinkle@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild | Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Brenda Weber | Financial Transactions Coordinator
weber@nelliegailranch.org

Norma LeBaron| Events Coordinator
NormaL@nelliegailranch.org

David De La Mora | Communications Coordinator
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org

www.nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

Clubhouse Reception
clubhouse@nelliegailranch.org

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Oþce: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Nikki Garcia | Equestrian Center Manager
ngarcia@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-7282

Board of Directors

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express maga-
zine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association 
(NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible for business 
practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said adver-
tisements is not aþliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Opinions ex-
pressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no responsibility 
for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are di-
rectly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor s decision is Ānal. Submissions selected for publication by 
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each speciĀc issue. 
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any ma-
terials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors and employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reāect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.

Mark Fisk		  PRESIDENT

Loree Blough		  VICE PRESIDENT

Dan Sparks		  SECRETARY

John Park		  CO-TREASURER

Holly Permeh		  CO-TREASURER



Important Numbers

Mission Statement

To take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
preserve and improve the unique value of living 
in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the overall 

sense of community.

(949) 425-1477	 Association Office

(949) 831-6660	 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis and Swim Club

(949) 533-7282	 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(657) 825-8930         The Watering Hole

(949) 533-7282	 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(949) 439-2251	 Quezada Professional Landscape

(877) 728-0446	 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500	 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343	 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200	 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045	 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange

911	 Emergencies

211	 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011	 Sheriý s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600	 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650	 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abate-
ment

(800) 611-7343	 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

(714) 573-6000    Fire Authority

(714) 971-2421      Vector Control

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 30354, Tampa, FL 33630-3354

or drop oý at the Association Oþce.

The next Open Session Board Meeting and Open 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for May 19, 2026, 
and will be held at the Association Clubhouse.

 

Executive Session starts at - 6:00 pm and Open 
Session - 7:30 pm

The agenda will be posted in the Association Oþce 
and on the NGR website on the Friday prior to the 
meeting, or you may contact the Association Oþce 
to obtain agenda information. All homeowners are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the meetings.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has sever-
al committees comprised of Homeowners that pro-
vide support to the Board of Directors on selected 
Community topics. For more information or to join 
any of our Committees, please contact the Associa-
tion Oþce at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Events Committee

Fire Prevention Committee

Historical Committee

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails Committee

Architectural Review Committee
Architectural Review Committee meetings are gener-
ally held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 
pm. Completed applications must be submitted to the 
Association Oþce at least 10 business days prior to the 
ARC meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue 
of the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and 
ARC meeting dates.

Association Committees

Board of Directors Meetings
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Operations Manager's Message

NELLIE GAIL RANCH COMMUNITY UPDATE
By Brian Mitchell

At the Board of Directors Meeting of April 21, 2026, the 
Equestrian Handbook of Policies & Procedures that 

was published in the March 2026 

issue of The Pony Express was 

adopted.  You may download a copy 

for your records using the below link 

or QR code.  If you have equestrian 
boarders on your property, please 

forward them a copy of these policies.  As homeowners 

are responsible for the actions of their boarders and 

guests on trails and community arenas, we recommend 
you have them sign an acknowledgment of receipt 

so you have a record of advising them of the policies.  

Meanwhile, happy hiking and riding to all! Link:: https://

wp.me/aaT6YM-3bv

Coming Soon: Nellie Gail Ranch Online Store

By popular request, our Nellie Gail Ranch apparel and 
merchandise store is on the way!  Express your pride 
in Nellie Gail Ranch by wearing high quality t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, caps, visors and beanie’s.  Also available will 
be travel mugs, glassware, pet bowls and beach towels.  
A link to the new store will be sent soon!

Sumer Concert Schedule (Page 6)

The 2026 Summer Concert Schedule is in this issue.  Be 

sure to calendar the dates and get ready for another 

awesome summer of music and fun!!

Annual Meeting and Election of Directors

And Ānally, please mail in your ballot for the annual 
election of directors.  The names on the mailing label 

are the owners of record the Inspector of Election will 

be using to conĀrm submitted ballots.  Please sign the 
envelope and mail.  Postage is pre-paid so please cast 

your ballots and mail at your earliest opportunity.  

General Manager's Message



FOODFOOD
TRUCKSTRUCKS
FOOD

TRUCKS
for Dinnerfor Dinner

& Dessert& Dessert

for Dinner
& Dessert

SERIESSERIES2026 2026 
CONCERTCONCERT
SUMMERSUMMER

FRIDAYS @ 7PMFRIDAYS @ 7PM
GALLUP PARKGALLUP PARK

Bring your chairs
and an appetite!

For more information, call
949.425.1477 or visit

nelliegailranch.org/events

Wayward Sons
80's Rock Nostalgia 

Surf City All Stars
Beach Boys and Jan & Dean tribute band

90's Rockshow
90's Rock Tribute Band

K-Tel All StarsK-Tel All Stars
The Totally 70s Show

Redneck RodeoRedneck Rodeo
Top Country Hits from Six Decades
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THANK YOU
to our concert series

Contributing Sponsor:

Contributing sponsor: Brad Feldman

Contributing sponsor: Brad Feldman

Contributing sponsor: Martha Haecherl



The Architectural Review results are accessible online for your convenience. You can easily view them by 

scanning the QR codes provided below:

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEWS RESULTS
ARE AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Architectural Review
April 2026
QR Code

Architectural Reviews
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Minutes
March 2026

QR Code
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FREE CONSULTATION                     (949) 680-8151

LIC# 1003655

POOLS & SPAS  

MOODYOUTDOORS.COM

DRIVEWAY & BACKYARD REMODELS

Let us bring your backyard vision to life with custom
pools and stunning outdoor living spaces.  

info@moodyoutdoors.com

✅ Expert design & craftsmanship 
✅ High-quality materials for long-lasting beauty 
✅ Personalized service tailored to your vision
✅ On-time project completion
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TRIVIATRIVIATRIVIA
NIGHTNIGHTNIGHT

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2026   |   6:30-9:00PM

FOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTSFOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTS

Music

Mania

FREE TO PLAY!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, 

Laguna Hills

949.994.2658

Thank you to our

Contributing Sponsor:

Amy Moossavian



Mother’s Day  
Brunch Special

Come and join us May 10th 2026 for an amazing 

Mother’s Day brunch & Bottomless Champagne party

$45.00 per person
Includes Buýet & champagne • Kids 8 and younger eat free!

Hours are 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Please make reservations by calling or 

texting The Watering Hole Restaurant

714.718.6620

Live Music by JeǺ Sisil 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm

25281 Empty Saddle Drive Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Thank you to our 

Contributing Sponsor 

Martha Haecherl



Mother’s Day  

Includes Buýet & champagne • Kids 8 and younger eat free!

Live Music by JeǺ Sisil 

25281 Empty Saddle Drive Laguna Hills, CA 92653
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At Tayani Institute, we are proud to provide
comprehensive eye care from A to Z, including
routine eye exams, advanced diagnostic testing,
cataract surgery, glaucoma management, retina
care, strabismus treatment, eyelid surgery, upper
facial reconstruction, LASIK, dry eye therapy, and
more. Our team is equipped to care for every stage
of your visual health. With multiple locations
throughout Orange County, we make expert
ophthalmic and optometric care convenient and
accessible for our community.

Leadership Rooted in Expertise
At the heart of Tayani Institute is Dr. Ramin Tayani
and longtime associate, Dr. Joson, who have worked
side by side for many years building a practice
rooted in excellence and patient-centered care.  
Dr. Tayani specializes in oculoplastic and
reconstructive surgery of the eyes and upper face,
offering expertise in both functional and cosmetic
procedures. Dr. Joson is a dedicated glaucoma
specialist focused on preserving vision through
advanced medical and surgical treatment options.
Together, their leadership has shaped Tayani
Institute into a premier destination for
comprehensive ophthalmic care.

Comprehensive Optometry & Dry Eye Care
Our optometric team plays an essential role in
delivering personalized vision care. Dr. Moin, Dr.
Berke, and Dr. Cook specialize in fitting advanced
contact lenses, including Ortho-K and scleral
lenses for unique vision needs. Dr. Guck leads our
Dry Eye Clinic, providing targeted therapies to
improve comfort and ocular surface health. In
addition, all of our providers, including Dr. Ng, Dr.
Mulick, Dr. Tran, Dr. Hsieh, Dr. Kang, Dr. Bozner,
and Dr. Alanis, are experienced in the diagnosis,
treatment, and co-management of a wide variety
of eye diseases, ensuring seamless, coordinated
care across specialties.

Style Meets Vision: Our Optical Boutique
Our optical boutique offers a curated selection of
eyewear to suit every style and budget. From
designer frames to everyday readers, our
knowledgeable optical team helps patients find the
perfect fit for both vision and fashion.

When it comes to your vision, trust the team that
does it all. Whether you need a routine eye exam,
surgical care, specialty lenses, or new frames,
Tayani Institute is here to serve you. Our expert
providers use advanced technology to protect and
enhance your sight. Schedule your appointment
today and experience the difference in
comprehensive care at Tayani Institute.

Advanced Surgical & Specialty Care 
Our team of ophthalmologists brings a wide range
of subspecialties to serve every patient’s needs.
Dr. Nuthi specializes inproviding care for retinal
conditions. Dr. Roubach is a pediatric
ophthalmologist and strabismus surgeon dedicated
to treating children and adults with eye alignment
disorders. Dr. Karageozian and Dr. Kurteeva, along
with our other skilled ophthalmologists, perform
cataract surgery and use upgraded lenses to help
patients reduce or eliminate their dependence on
glasses. By offering both traditional and advanced
surgical solutions, we tailor every treatment plan to
support long-term visual clarity.

Comprehensive Eye Care,
All in One Place

(949) 489-2218
www.TAYANI.com

25200 La Paz Rd. #100,
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Dr. Joson & Dr. Tayani recieving the Cheif of Staff
Award from MemorialCare



Operations Manager's MessageSecurity Committee

M-F 8am-5pm

714-648-0837

info@quezadaprolandscape.com

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

Proudly providing 
landscape maintenance services

 for the Nellie Gail Ranch Community.

Expert Tree Care

Landscape Design 
       & Install

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY!

If your home backs up to the horse trails, you are 
permitted to install security cameras that face the 

trail from your property. It is one of the simplest 

and most eýective ways to add an extra layer of 
protection to your home.

A visible camera alone can act as a strong deterrent, 
while also giving you a clear view of activity along 

your rear access points. Many residents Ānd that 
even one well-placed camera provides meaningful 

peace of mind.

Where cameras become most eýective is in how 
they are positioned and used. Focus on natural 

entry points such as gates, fence openings, and side 
yard access. Angling cameras slightly downward 

toward these areas, rather than broadly across the 
trail, improves visibility while remaining respectful of 
privacy. Motion-activated alerts can also be valuable, 
allowing you to stay aware of activity without needing 

to constantly monitor footage.

To get the most value from your setup, consider the 
following:

• Position cameras to clearly capture gates, fence 	
   lines, and side yard entry points
• Angle cameras downward to prioritize your property 

  rather than wide trail views

• Enable motion alerts to stay informed without 

  constant monitoring

• Pair cameras with subtle motion lighting to improve 

   nighttime visibility

• Check periodically that cameras are working, clean, 
   and unobstructed by landscaping

If you already have cameras in place, it is worth 
periodically checking that they are fully operational, 
lenses are clean, and coverage has not shifted over time. 
Landscaping changes, new fencing, or even seasonal 
growth can impact visibility more than expected.

If you are considering adding a camera, start simple. 
A single, well-placed device covering your primary 
rear access point is often more eýective than 
multiple cameras with limited visibility.

As always, placement should be thoughtful and 
respectful of your neighbors’ privacy. The goal is to 
enhance security while maintaining the trust and 

character that make our community special.

Living along the trails is one of the things that 

makes Nellie Gail Ranch unique. Taking a few 

intentional steps to improve visibility and awareness 

helps protect not just your home, but the shared 
environment we all value

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? TRAIL-FACING CAMERAS ARE PERMITTED

13 | The Pony Express



Emergency Preparedness

EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS: ARE YOU READY?

Recent seismic activity near the Salton Sea is a 

reminder that Southern California sits along the PaciĀc 

“Ring of Fire,” where most of the world’s earthquakes 

occur. While smaller quakes are common, experts 

agree that a major event along the San Andreas Fault 

is not a matter of if, but when.

 

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the southern 

portion of the fault is overdue for a large earthquake. 

Historically, major quakes have occurred every 200 

years, yet it has been more than 300 years since the 

last signiĀcant event. Scientists estimate a magnitude 

7.8 earthquake is likely within our lifetime—and the 

impacts could be severe.

 

Studies such as the “ShakeOut Scenario” project 

widespread consequences, including prolonged 

shaking across Southern California, thousands of 

injuries, major infrastructure damage, Āres, and 

extended outages of electricity, gas, and water. 

Emergency services and hospitals would be 

overwhelmed, and assistance may not reach many 

communities for days

 

One of the most common misconceptions is 

that help will be immediately available. In reality, 

phone systems may fail or be overloaded, and Ārst 

responders will be stretched thin. Residents should 

plan to be self-suþcient for at least 72 hours—if not 

longer—following a major disaster.

 

Preparation is key. Experts recommend assembling 

emergency supplies, including food, water, and 

essential items, and developing a plan with your 

household. Connecting with neighbors and local 

preparedness groups can also make a signiĀcant 

diýerence in how well a community responds and 

recovers.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Emergency Preparedness 

Committee continues to support residents through 

resources, planning guidance, and a network of 

Block Captains and Area Coordinators. Future 

communications will provide additional information 

on preparing before, during, and after an earthquake.

 

 

Taking steps now can help protect your family and 

your community. As Benjamin Franklin said, “Failing 

to prepare is preparing to fail.”

Emergency Preparedness

14 | The Pony Express
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Fire Prevention Committee

FIRE PREVENTION & PROTECTION FOR 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH THIS SUMMER

As summer approaches, wildĀre season becomes 

a growing concern across Orange County. Dry 

vegetation, rising temperatures, and seasonal 

winds can quickly create dangerous conditions. 

For residents of Nellie Gail Ranch, preparation and 

prevention are key—not only to protect individual 

homes, but to help safeguard the entire community.

 

One of the most eýective ways to reduce wildĀre 

risk is by maintaining defensible space around your 

home. The Ārst Āve feet should be kept clear of 

āammable materials like mulch, dead plants, and 

debris. From Āve to thirty feet, trim trees and shrubs, 

keep grass short, and space vegetation to prevent 

Āre spread. Extending out to one hundred feet, 

clearing dead vegetation and thinning dense growth 

can signiĀcantly slow a Āre’s path. These eýorts not 

only reduce risk but also provide ĀreĀghters with a 

safer environment to defend homes.

 

Wind-driven embers are the leading cause of home 

ignition during wildĀres, making home hardening 

essential. Installing ember-resistant vents, keeping 

roofs and gutters clear, and sealing gaps around 

windows, doors, and eaves can help prevent embers 

from entering your home. When possible, using Āre-

resistant materials for rooĀng, siding, and fencing 

can further improve protection.

 

Staying informed is equally important. The Orange 

County Fire Authority provides valuable resources, 

including home safety guidance, community 

education, and emergency preparedness information. 

Residents are encouraged to take advantage of these 

tools and stay aware of local Āre conditions.

Finally, be ready to act quickly. Have a family 

evacuation plan, prepare a go-bag with essentials, 

and keep your vehicle fueled during high-risk 

periods. Signing up for emergency alerts ensures 

you receive critical updates when they matter most.

 

Fire prevention in Nellie Gail Ranch is a shared 

responsibility. By taking proactive steps and staying 

prepared, we can work together to protect our 

homes and community throughout Āre season.
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Mark Fisk

Homeowner since: 2012

Current Occupation: 
Business Management in Assisted Living 

and Senior Support Services. Education 

and experience in Business Information 

Systems and Computer Programming

Nellie Gail Ranch Activities:
I am grateful for the opportunity to have served our community 

as a Board member for the past decade. I have had the privilege 

of working alongside an exceptional group of homeowners who 

genuinely care about Nellie Gail Ranch and are willing to dedicate 

their time and eýort in service of our community.

Biographical Information:
I Ārst moved to Nellie Gail Ranch with my family in 1980 at the 
age of Āve, and I had the unique experience of growing up as the 
community evolved into the prestigious neighborhood it is today. 

In 2012, my wife and I were fortunate to return and build our home 
here, where we are now raising our two sons.

Statement – Why do you want to serve on the Board:
I believe it is essential that the Board represents the interests of all 

homeowners—not just the most vocal. Preserving the rich equestrian 
heritage that deĀnes Nellie Gail Ranch is critical to maintaining the 
character and prestige of our community. At the same time, I believe 
our Owners Association should be operated with the eþciency, 
accountability, and transparency of a well-run business.

Notable accomplishments thus far:
• Implemented a new playground at Gallup Park, creating a well-
used amenity that has been embraced by neighborhood children 

and young families

• Utilized community resources responsibly to refresh and elevate 

the clubhouse to a standard our homeowners can take pride in

• Helped establish gathering spaces and amenities that foster 

community engagement and connection

• Supported long-term initiatives to preserve and strengthen our 

landscape

• Maintained reasonable dues despite ongoing ināationary pressures

Objectives moving forward:
• Continue evaluating and optimizing the use of resources to maintain 

a safe, well-managed community
• Foster a responsive and approachable HOA that encourages 

homeowners to invest in and improve their properties

• Ensure our Equestrian Center, pool, tennis facilities, and restaurant 
remain world-class while operating in a Ānancially sustainable manner
• Maintain the highest community standards while preserving strong 

value in dues compared to surrounding areas in South Orange County

C A N D I D AT E  S TAT E M E N T S

Board of Directors Election

The Annual Meeting and Election of 

Board of Directors is scheduled on June 

3, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. with a reconvened 

meeting date set for June 10, 2026 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Association Clubhouse at 

25281 Empty Saddle Drive. This year three 

(3) seats are up for election. The Āve (5) 

nominated candidates appearing on the 

ballot are: Dan Sparks, David Woolgar, 

John Park, Josh Nessa and Mark Fisk.

Candidate Statements are on the following 

pages. Ballots should be in your mailbox 

about the same time as this issue of 

The Pony Express. The quorum for the 

June 3rd meeting is 50% of homeowners 

represented that reduces to 25% (i.e. 351 

out of 1405 members) for the June 10th 

meeting. Please return your ballots at 

your earliest opportunity.

 



John Park

Homeowner since: 1984

Current Occupation: 
President/General Manage
Aerospace Space Defense Company

Civic Activities:

Committee member of the JEDEC Solid State Technology 

Association

Nellie Gail Ranch Activities:
Serving my 15th year on the Nellie Gail Board of Directors; Serving 

my 17th year on our Emergency Preparedness Committee; 

Current Neighborhood Watch Block Captain; Serving on the 

Steering Committee for the 2026 Nellie Gail Ranch Fall Festival

Biographical Information:
I am a senior executive who has been associated with Fortune 

500 companies and served various Corporate boards and several 

Advisory Committees for start-up and emerging companies. I am 

proud to be a Nellie Gail Ranch resident, sharing conversations with 
our community, and attending local events.

Statement – Why do you want to serve on the Board:
I am looking forward to continuing my service to our great 

community and keeping Nellie Gail Ranch a safe place where 

our neighbors can enjoy our great amenities – equestrian, 
aquatic, tennis, pickleball and the opening of the Watering Hole. 
I support by using sound Āscal responsibility and oversight, 
maintaining Nellie Gail Ranch as a unique and attractive 

environment in which to live whether raising a family or enjoying 
a retired life while enhancing the appeal of Nellie Gail Ranch 

and homeowner property values. I support the “Neighbor 

Helping Neighbor” concept in preparation for emergencies that 

might aýect our entire community. 

C A N D I D AT E  S TAT E M E N T S

Josh Nessa

Homeowner since: 2019

Current Occupation: 
Fire Fighter/ Small Business Owner

Civic Activities:

President of the nonproĀt Honor Guard for the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department; member of the department’s 
Peer Support Program; Volunteer coach with Laguna Hills 

Little League. Military Veteran and Āre captain dedicated to 
community service, mentorship, and public safety.

Nellie Gail Ranch Activities:
I frequently use the parks, trail systems, and clubhouse at Nellie 
Gail Ranch and value the sense of community they provide. I 

would like to become more involved in supporting and improving 

the HOA to help maintain and enhance these shared amenities 

for residents.

Biographical Information:
I am a military veteran, former Orange County Sheriý’s 
Department Deputy, and current Fire Captain with the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department. I have devoted my career 

to civil service and community leadership.  I hold an MBA 

and a CertiĀcate in Strategic Leadership, licensed General 
Contractor, and previously served two years on the Mission 
Viejo Environmental HOA. My wife and I are raising our two 
young children in Nellie Gail Ranch, where we enjoy the trails, 
parks, and connecting with neighbors and making new friends.

Statement – Why do you want to serve on the Board:
I want to serve on the board to help ensure fair, Ārm, and 
consistent treatment for all residents of Nellie Gail Ranch. A 

strong HOA should balance protecting community standards 

while supporting homeowners who want to improve and invest 

in their properties. I hope to help streamline the architectural and 

improvement process so it is clear, timely, and predictable, while 
still preserving the character of the neighborhood.

I also believe in building on the solid foundation created by past 

board members and volunteers, continuing what works while 
seeking thoughtful improvements where needed. Transparency 

and communication are important to me, and I would work to 
ensure residents understand how decisions are made and feel 

conĀdent in the board’s actions. My goal is to contribute to a 
board that is professional, approachable, and focused on long-
term health, value, and livability of our community.



Dan Sparks
Homeowner since: 2005

Current Occupation: 
Staþng and Recruitment

Civic Activities:

I have coached more than 30 youth soccer teams with Laguna 

Hills AYSO, supporting young athletes on and oý the Āeld. Through 
coaching, I emphasize teamwork, character development and 
positive experiences. I’m also involved in my children’s schools, 
volunteering in the classroom and school events.

Nellie Gail Ranch Activities:
Current Nellie Gail Ranch Board of Directors member. I believe 

strongly in investing time and energy into the community we 

call home. Serving on the board allows me to give back to a 

neighborhood that has meant so much to my family.

Biographical Information:
I was born and raised in Orange County. My parents moved 

our family to Nellie Gail in 1988, and my mom still lives in that 
same home today. I attended SMHS then UCLA, where I had the 
opportunity to play soccer. My wife, Michele Sparks, and I chose 
to move our family to Nellie Gail in 2005 because it has always 

felt like home to me. The small-town feel, strong sense of family, 
and commitment to community made it the perfect place to 

raise our three children. 

Statement – Why do you want to serve on the Board:
Nellie Gail has been home to me for most of my life. My parents 

moved our family here in 1988, and today my wife Michele and I 
have raised our three children here for the past 21 years and plan 

to call Nellie Gail home for the rest of our lives. The connections 

and friendships we have made through this community are truly 

priceless. Because Nellie Gail has meant so much to my family, I 
feel a strong responsibility to give back.

I joined the Board to help preserve the things that make Nellie Gail 
special, including a safe, clean, and welcoming environment with 
a strong sense of community. I also enjoy creating opportunities 
for neighbors to connect through fun activities and events such as 

holiday celebrations, family festivals and community gatherings.

Lastly, as the owner of multiple local businesses, I understand the 
importance of being Āscally responsible and making decisions that 
protect our community’s resources. I’m open to new ideas while 
maintaining the important traditions that make Nellie Gail such a 

special place to live.

C A N D I D AT E  S TAT E M E N T S

David Woolgar
Homeowner since: 2016

Current Occupation: 
Saddleback College Professor 

(Business Department) 

St. J Serra Catholic School- Teacher 

(English Language Arts)

Civic Activities:

Orange County Hockey League- Board of Directors (Treasurer); 
Junior Ducks Hockey Program- Coach (Boys); 
AYSO Laguna Hills- Coach (Boys/Girls) 2007-2016

Nellie Gail Ranch Activities:
Nellie Gail Equestrian Center- Leased a stall for several years via 

Mickey Hayden. Involved with Pickleball & Patron of The Watering 
Hole

Biographical Information:
I moved from Canada to Laguna Hills in 1993 and I have remained 

in the area since. Shannon, my wife, and I purchased our home 
in Nellie Gail 10 years ago, and it has been everything we hoped 
for and more. We raised our two kids here, and they both went to 
Laguna Hills High School. Professionally, I have been a professor 
for over 20 years and at Saddleback College for over 16 years. I 

have taught English Advanced at St. J. Serra Catholic School for 

4 years. I love golf and I still play hockey several times a week. I 

especially enjoy hiking on our trails!

Statement – Why do you want to serve on the Board:
I feel very fortunate to be able to live here and enjoy all the 
amenities that our community has to oýer. There is just so much 
to do, and I would like to get more of our community involved to 
bring us even closer together. I would like to use my background 

as an educator, coach, organizer, and athlete to take our programs 
to the next level while introducing new activities to encourage 

involvement. Nellie Gail has given so much to our family and I 

would like to show my gratitude by giving back.



TOP!

License # 986602

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING

SCAN NOW TO

SEE WHAT WE CAN

DO FOR YOU!

866.595.9991

  714.771.0118 

PACIFICCRESTROOF.COM

Fair & Accurate Price

Most Reliable & Respected Roofing Company in the Area

RELIABILITY STARTS AT THE

Specializing in:
Class A - Luxury Presidential Composite 

Shingles - Concrete Flat & Spanish Tile Re 

Roofs - Lift & Relay Re-Roof Existing Roof 

Tiles - Flat Roof Systems - Roof Repairs - Cool 

Roof Shingles & Concrete Roof Tiles - Low E 

Reflective Insulation Therma Sheeting 
Underlayment



Community News

SPRING TRAIL MAINTENANCE & SAFETY NOTICE

As part of our ongoing commitment to maint-

aining safe and enjoyable trails throughout 
Nellie Gail Ranch, residents may notice 
increased weed control activity taking place 

this spring. Our trail crews are actively working 

to manage seasonal growth, with a particular 
focus on stinging and burning nettle, one of 
the more prevalent and problematic weeds in 

the area.

 

While horses and dogs typically do not eat 

stinging nettle, the plant can still pose a risk. If 
pets or equines brush up against it—or lie down 
or roll in areas where it is present—the plant’s 
Āne, glass-like hairs can penetrate the skin and 
cause an intense stinging or burning sensation. 

This irritation can be quite uncomfortable and 

may last 24 hours or more.

 

To eýectively manage this issue, trail crews are 
using a combination of methods. Taller nettle 

plants are trimmed down using weed whips 

to reduce their height and spread, followed 
by targeted spot treatment at the base and 

surrounding areas to help limit regrowth. 

This approach allows for eþcient control 
while minimizing impact to the surrounding 

environment.

 

Residents are encouraged to remain mindful 

while using the trails during this time. Please 

do not allow horses or pets to graze on stinging 

nettle or on grasses and weeds in close 

proximity, as these areas may be aýected. 
Staying on designated paths and maintaining 

awareness of trail conditions will help ensure 

a safe and pleasant experience for all.

 

We appreciate your cooperation as we 

continue to care for our trail system. Enjoy the 
beautiful spring weather and all that our trails 

have to oýer!
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Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321 DRE #00452321

Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 40 years!  
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE AIR !!!  IS IT TIME TO SELL ???

If you have been considering selling your home, now may be the best time in many years.  And it may be the best time for 
several years to come. �e inventory of homes for sale is exceptionally low, and buyer demand remains high. Despite the 
doubling of interest rates, prices are holding strong for now. Please give me a call to discuss the details of moving up to 

a new home, or downsizing if the time is right for that lifestyle change.

Nellie Gail Ranch $2,525,000 Mission Viejo $1,830,000 Mission Viejo  $1,960,000

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?  
Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal:  marty@martysamuel.com 

Nellie Gail sales based on MLS data since Oct 1989 
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CELEBRATING OUR 
GRADUATES

Now Accepting Class of 
2026 Submissions

Last year, we were proud to highlight an incredible group of students in a special community 
spread, showcasing their hard work, achievements, and exciting plans for the future. It was 
truly inspiring to see the dedication and perseverance of these graduates, and to celebrate 

such an important milestone together as a community. 

 

As we look ahead, we’re excited to continue this tradition and are now accepting submissions for 
our Class of 2026 Graduates. Whether your student is graduating from high school, college, or 

beyond, we would love to recognize their accomplishments and share their story.

To be included, please submit a photo and short bio of the graduate to 
PonyExpress@nelliegailranch.org

 

Let’s come together once again to celebrate the next group of graduates and the bright 
futures ahead. Your community is cheering you on every step of the way!



Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
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Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/ SIPC. 1) AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

                                                             ith more than 20 years of experience in private wealth management, 
Mai Park works with engineers, executives and families from 
companies like Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin, 
SpaceX and Tesla. She founded Mai Park Capital, in partnership with 

Pence Wealth Management, and specializes in developing wealth strategies 
tailored to the unique compensation structures and ƈnancial challenges of 
the aerospace and technology industries. 
         As a managing director at Pence Wealth Management, Mai is backed 
by an advisory team that manages over $2.7 billion in client assets and 
oƅers comprehensive services in retirement planning, tax strategy, estate 
coordination and investment management. She was recognized by Forbes as one 
of America’s Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in 2023, 2024 and 2025.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FIRM.
I founded Mai Park Capital to gain the freedom to create fully customized 
portfolios for clients, and to access a breadth of investment vehicles. 
Partnering with Pence Wealth Management gives me access to an actively 
managed and tax-harvesting platform.

WHAT IS YOUR AREA OF EXPERTISE?
Goals-based wealth planning. I create personalized strategies that align 
every ƈnancial decision with a client’s life goals. Rather than focusing solely 
on market movements or short-term performance, I help clients deƈne 
what truly matters to them—whether that’s retirement readiness, funding 
education or leaving a legacy—and then design tax-eƆcient, diversiƈed 
portfolios to support those objectives. It’s about turning wealth into a tool for 
living with purpose.

HOW DO YOU ESTABLISH TRUST WITH NEW CLIENTS?
Trust is earned through consistency, transparency and genuine care. We 
start by listening and understanding what truly matters to each client before 
oƅering any advice. Education and clarity are key. When clients understand 
the “why” behind their strategy, conƈdence naturally follows. And above all, 
we lead with integrity. Every recommendation we make is guided by our 
ƈduciary duty to put clients’ best interests ƈrst.

WHAT’S THE MOST VALUABLE LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED 

FROM ADVISING OTHERS?
True wealth isn’t just about numbers; it’s about purpose. Clients’ goals, values 
and life experiences shape their deƈnition of ƈnancial success. My role is to 
listen deeply, understand what matters to them and build strategies that align 
their wealth with their lifestyle.
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Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/ SIPC. 1) AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

7

Forbes

Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/ SIPC. 1) AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 2026.

990 W. 190TH ST., TORRANCE | 5000 BIRCH ST., WEST TOWER, NEWPORT BEACH 

949-220-1376 | MAIPARKCAPITAL.COM
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Highlights
• Wealth Management

• Retirement Planning

• Tax-EƆcient Strategies
• Portfolio Construction
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27215 STAGEWOOD
OFFERED AT $3 , 250,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been veri�ed. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All 
measurements and square footages are approximate. Source: RealTreand closed sales volume 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024.

BEN TATE 

949.244.3748 

DRE 01871507

JERRY LAMOTT 

DRE 00469045

SARAH TATE 

DRE 01882269

TATELAMOTT.COM
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24802 R ED LODGE
SOLD FOR $2 , 500,000
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25582 RAPID FALLS

SOLD FOR $4,120,000
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27101 SHENANDOAH

OFFERED AT $3 ,400,000
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O

LD

31361 SUMMERHILL
SOLD FOR $1 ,974 ,000
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25602 RAPID FALLS

OFFERED FOR $3 , 290,000



MUSIC
L I V E

MAY

6:30-9:30

JEFF SISIL
Jeff Sisil is a professional conductor and musician

featured in a Disney+ Original with Billie Eilish and the

LA Phil, television productions, and elite live events. He

also brings decades of international conducting

experience and works on major TV and film productions

as a certified safety diver and set medic.



26 | The Pony Express

Scenes from The

American revolution

In honor of the United States 250th anniversary, take a

step back in time to when it all began! Through

augmented reality on HistoPad® touchscreen tablets,

visitors are invited to relive the founding moments

that shaped a nation. 
  

 The Moulton Museum will also display a

Revolutionary War relic from the Moulton family,

which will be publicly presented for the first time and

is believed to have been commissioned by George

Washington.
    

 Join us for a family-friendly day full of music, games,

and history come to life at our opening reception! 

The Augmented Experience
Opening Reception: June 6 , 11-3 PMth

This immersive journey into the heart of the American Revolution was designed and

produced by Histovery in collaboration with the Museum of the American

Revolution.

Visit Www.moultonmuseum.org for more details!

Group & Private Lessons for riders of all ages and 
skill levels, including Western, using our riding 

school horses and ponies. From beginner to ad-

vanced.

For more information contact us today at 

(949)448-0823 

www.haydenandclarkesporthorses.com

Hayden Clarke Sport Horses

Developing Rising Stars in Show Jumping



TRAGEDY OVERCOME BY COURAGE HUMILITY THE SEED OF GRACE
- by Karen L. Robbins

Our city’s adopted 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines departed 
Camp Pendleton in early April as the ground combat 

element of the 11th MEU (short for Marine Expeditionary 

Unit), a forward-deployed, rapid-response force. 
These Marines are trained for a wide range of 

missions, including crisis response, humanitarian aid 
and disaster relief, security operations, deterrence, 
and amphibious assaults.

 

The 11th MEU deployment is regularly scheduled, 
though in this case it was moved forward by a few 

weeks on fairly short notice. Recent developments 

in Iran and the Middle East raised concern and 

speculation that the Marines could be sent to that 

region, but as of now, they have not been. Regardless 
of their speciĀc mission, we are eager to show our 
appreciation and support for these hardworking 

young men and women who volunteer to leave the 

safety and comfort of home to serve our country.

 

So what, one might ask, would Marines most appreciate 
from home? Whether at sea or on land, a frequent 
request is fresh socks! One does not need much 

imagination to understand why. To get a shipment 

out as quickly as possible, TDH partnered with 
Socks for Heroes to sponsor a shipment of three-

pair packages of boot socks for the 1,000 Darkhorse 
Marines and Sailors currently deployed. Jim Hogan, 
founder of Socks for Heroes, explained that the time 
from shipping to receiving the heavy boxes onboard 

ship is about three weeks. We are grateful to Jim 

Hogan for handling the heavy lifting, and he was 
grateful to us for sponsoring the shipment.

 

What else do Marines miss from home? Heavy training, 
big appetites, and limited food choices often create 
cravings for grab-and-go snacks, protein bars, and 
protein powder mixes. Our next goal is to surprise them 

with boxes of these treats. If you would like to support 

this eýort, please contact me at 35robbins@gmail.com 

for more information.

Team Darkhorse
TEAM DARKHORSE - 3D Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division Support Committee 
is the (all volunteer) IRS 501 (c) 3 non profit org formed in 2010, following the 
Laguna Hills City Council formal vote to adopt this Camp Pendleton Infantry 
Unit. For more information, to volunteer, or make a donation please contact 
President, Vanessa Kon at vanessakon@cox.net.
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FOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTSFOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTS

FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026   |   6:30-9:00PM

TRIVIATRIVIATRIVIA
NIGHTNIGHTNIGHT

FREE TO PLAY!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills

949.613.4885

COUNTRYCOUNTRYCOUNTRY

MUSIC MANIAMUSIC MANIAMUSIC MANIA

THANK YOU TO OUR

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR:

MARTHA HAECHERL





Special thanks 

to our to our 

sponsor 

Amy Moossavian

Special Thanks 

to our contributing 

sponsor

Amy Moossavian



Nellie Gail Ranch families enjoyed a festive Easter celebration as the Easter Bunny arrived 
alongside beloved Disney characters—courtesy of the TOMBERLIN family. DJ Quami kept the 

energy high while kids bounced, raced down a 17-ft slide, enjoyed face painting, balloon art, and 
captured fun photos throughout the day.  Eager hunters took part in exciting egg hunts across 

four age groups, while families explored games, prizes, and community booths. Scooter’s Sweet 
Shack/Italian Ice Truck oýered refreshing treats for all to enjoy.

A special thank you to Tate Lamott Group for being the contributing sponsor, as well as to the many 
community volunteers and volunteers from Lion’s Heart who helped make the event a success.





Neighbors gathered at The Watering Hole for another enjoyable Friday night of live 
music, great company, and a lively atmosphere. The evening featured Two For The 
Show, a talented duo known for delivering a unique musical experience with a mix 

of timeless pop, rock, and country classics.
 
Guests relaxed, socialized, and soaked in the music while enjoying the welcoming 
ambiance that has made Friday nights at The Watering Hole a favorite community 
tradition. From upbeat favorites to familiar sing-alongs, Two For The Show kept the 

crowd engaged and entertained throughout the evening.

 

Events like these continue to bring neighbors together, creating a fun and inviting 
space to unwind and connect. We look forward to many more memorable 

nights of live music at The Watering Hole!

Friday Night Live!
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SEND US YOUR AD - EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG - 
NOTE  CLASSIFIEDS  IN THE SUBJECT LINE - ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL 
RANCH RESIDENTS | $10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS

SERVICES

TWO FOR THE SHOW – MUSIC DUO
Planning an event? TWO FOR THE SHOW offers custom-
ized playlists, from soft rock to dance hits. Visit “Two For 
The Show Orange County” on YouTube for samples. Con-
tact at 949.643.0949 (no texts) or twofortheshowsocal@
gmail.com.

COMPLETE OFFICE AND BUILDING CLEANING
Trustworthy, insured, and with 30 years of experience, of-
fering janitorial services, building maintenance, floor care, 
carpet cleaning, and more. Nellie Gail Resident Owned 
Business. Call 949-310-4996.

SPANISH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Maria provides Spanish tutoring for all ages and levels. With 
15+ years of experience, offering services for elementary, 
high school, college, conversation, and translations. Call or 
text at 949-836-0846 or email mparser@yahoo.com.

EXPERIENCED AND PATIENT MATH TUTOR
A lifelong Nellie Gail resident with a Master s in Aerospace 
Engineering, offering math tutoring for high school, com-
munity college, and ACT/SAT. One-on-one tutoring for 
better understanding. Call 949-231-0977 or email ecaiusa@
yahoo.com.

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN YOUR HOME
Learn the music you love from Popular, Classical, Jazz, and 
Blues. Children and adults welcome. I have B.A. Degrees 
in Music and Child Psychology and have been teaching 25 
years. My website is www.thekeyboardlady.com. Email me 
at marshyvonne13@gmail.com or call 949-637-8208.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog walking, and pet taxi 
services in South Orange County. Vickie Reyes, caregiv-
er, ensures purrfect care for your companions. Licensed, 
bonded, insured, with pet CPR and first aid certification. 
Visit www.caringfurangels.com or call 949-525-1670.

PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable, flexible resident for house/pet 
sitting. Call 805-714-6153 for active lifestyles and travel. 
Flexible for visits and stays.

PIANO IS FOR PRESCHOOLERS, TOO!
Piano lessons for children aged two and up, enhancing con-
centration, memory, brainpower, and listening skills. Devel-
op diligence, perseverance, and confidence for success in 
school and life. Visit www.PianoIsForPreschoolersToo.com 
or call 949/246-6492.

CALLING ALL EQUESTRIANS
Explore Equivont.com for a one-stop solution to eques-
trian needs. Find horses for sale, supplements, grooming 
products, trainers, clinics, and more. A Nellie Gail Resident 
Owned Business.

BEAUTY COUNTER CONSULTANT
Contact Michelle Hudgins at 949-874-4466 for Beauty 
counter consulting. Visit https://www.beautycounter.com/
michellehudgins for Clean and Vegan products.

WRITER NEEDED
Part-time science fiction graphic novel writer sought. Pay: 

$15/hr. Attend weekly Zoom meetings, write 2-3 pages 
weekly, and email progress. Apply at bettsm15@gmail.com 
with name, contact info, availability, resume, and writing 
samples.

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
Grant, a licensed therapist, specializes in teens and young 
adults. Call (714) 276-8957 for a free consultation or visit www.
grant-waggoner.clientsecure.me. Office in Dana Point. Li-
cense: California / 125452.

BABY SITTING SERVICES
My name is Jessica. I am a preschool teacher with 9 years 
experience that lives in Nellie Gail. I offer occasional and 
overnight babysitting services. Contact 949-295-2602 or 
jjayess9418@gmail.com.

SPRAY TANNING – MOBILE!
EverTan provides mobile spray tanning services in Orange 
County. Natural, even tan with top-quality organic formulas. 
Call/text Kaydance at 951-355-8044 or email myevertan@
gmail.com. Visit www.myevertan.com.

DOG WALKING
April, a loving, reliable Nellie Gail resident, offers dog walking 
services. Call 949-310-4996 for a meet and greet.

BABY SITTING
I am a high school student and live in Nellie Gail and would 
love to babysit Please contact Beeta at 209-981-5667

BABY SITTING
My daughter who’s a junior in high school and lives in Nel-
lie Gail would love to babysit and/or pet sit. She is respon-
sible, good with kids, and loves animals. $20/hr. Rose-
mary (949)-633-4194.

FLOWER POWER
Vine + Dandy, a Nellie Gail floral design studio, creates unique 
arrangements for same-day delivery, weddings, and events. 
Check IG: @vinedandy or www.vinedandy.com. Contact Mi-
chelle at 714-756-0412.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PROGRAMMING TUTOR
AP Computer Science and programming tutor with UC Berke-
ley background. In-person and remote tutoring. Text Elaine at 
949-300-8985 or email occstutoring@gmail.com.

SPRING-CLEANING HELP
Is your spring-cleaning project too big to tackle? Let me help take 
the stress out of your decluttering and organizing project. I provide 
a patient, judgement free process that will help you see all that is 
possible at an affordable price. Call Lisa at 714-337-9624.

CPA WITH 20+ YEARS' EXPERIENCE
In tax and accounting for small to mid-size businesses and 
high-net-worth individuals. Services include tax planning, 
preparation, and consulting across CA, NY, TX. Clients in-
clude law partners, doctors, dentists, real estate investors. 
Contact Juliezzhu@yahoo.com or call (949) 627-7688.

BABYSITTER
Ability to thoughtfully connect with and care for children 
of all ages. Early retired HR professional and live nearby. 
Excellent references. Please contact Kimber at (949) 836-
6742

Classified Ads
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PREMIUM PET & IN-HOME SITTING SERVICES 
Including drop in and overnight stays.   Serving Orange 
County for 20+ years.  Referrals upon request. Contact me 
at (949) 338-4696 - lorilewis2812@gmail.com

PET SITTING
Experienced graduate student offering pet sitting: in-home, 
overnight, and walking. Rates tailored to based service and fre-
quency. Contact for reliable care: (949) 573-2992 or jeritretter@
gmail.com

VIOLIN LESSONS
Patient, outgoing and kind violin instructor for ALL ages. 
Studying violin @UCLA and available until late September. No 
experience needed. Please text Leo at 949-899-2245

SKATEBOARDING LESSONS
Patient resident is offering beginner skateboarding lessons at 
his skate ramp, your house, or a park. Helmet required and pads 
are recommended. Please text or call Dante at (949) 374-0145. 

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR
High School math/science teacher, 30 years of experience. AP, 
Honors and Standard classes for math and physics including: 
Algebra I/II, Geometry, PreCalculus, AP Calculus AB/BC, and 
Physics A/B. AP/SAT. BSEE, UCLA. Call 714-296-2544 or email 
dkrutcik@gmail.com, ask for Dave.

BIKE GURU: BIKE BUILDING AND REPAIR. 
Nellie Gail resident offering bicycle repair, custom builds, bike 
boxing. Electric Bikes, trikes, and scooters. Specialize in moun-
tain bike suspension and performance. Fair prices, quick turn 
around. Ask for Jeff, 949-285-8663. 

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.
Member of Music Teachers’ Association of California. 
With 24 years of teaching experience and hundreds of  
successful students. CertiĀcate of Merit preparation available.  
Students grow, gain conĀdence and reach their full musical  
potential.  (949) 533-8434 minoom12@yahoo.com

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS,  SERVICES & REPAIRS,  
Autocad design and Advice with 30 years experience pro-
vided by retired Construction  Engineer at 949-342-5885 
Nellie Gail resident

PET ACCESSORIES AND CUSTOM SHIRTS
Create the perfect gift! I make bandannas embroidered with 
your pet’s name. I can also make custom embroidered shirts 
or iron-on-vinyl shirts. Nellie Gail Ranch resident. See exam-
ples at natureknitted.com or contact: natureknitted@gmail.
com Text: (949) 683-0154

HANDY MAN
Local, reliable, insured, and experienced. Longtime Aliso Vie-
jo resident with a strong mechanical and maintenance back-
ground. Detail-oriented, professional, and honest. I provide 
informed advice, only take on jobs within my scope, and refer 
out when needed. Call or text John at (949) 527-2210.

SOFTWARE/C++ DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Need a software developer? Email services@alignofcode.
com, text or call (949) 216-4146

HONEY-DO HEROES OC AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN SERVICES
From plumbing to electrical repairs, we are here to tackle the 
small jobs that make a big difference in your home. Providing 
door & lock installs, drywall patching, painting touch-ups and 
kitchen / bath fixture upgrades and much more. Call William 
today at 949-329-8779 for a free estimate

FRESH HONEY FOR SALE
Local honey at $15.00 per 12 oz jar. Contact Alberta at Hey 
Honey 949-646-2606 for honey sales, backyard hive rescues.

SWEETS DOODLES
Supreme Golden doodle breeder in South Orange County. 
Standard size puppies (50-75 lbs) born and raised at home. 
Professionally trained with a two-year health warranty. Vis-
it www.sweetsdoodles.com or call Mark at 949-228-4606.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY FOR SALE. 
AKC Champion dog and is a female and born June 19, 2023. 
The sister has been adopted by a Nellie Gail homeowner, 
and the Breeder would like to keep the sister dogs togeth-
er. Paperwork is available. If interested please call Floyd at 
562-884-4566. The puppy is a kind and gentle dog.

DYMEK’S FREEDOM PLUMBING
52 years industry experience 1000 5-�����reviews Trusted 
Emergency Homeowners Insurance Contractor Quick re-
sponse to handle any emergency repairs. FreedomPlumb-
ing.com License #764483 C-36 C-42 • (949) 582-3376

1948 FORD DELUXE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE
Red, 350 Chevy engine, Chrome under hood, 28,000 
miles contact me for more information Sue, 949-533-3705

QUARTER SHARE IN 39’ SEA RAY
Newport Beach – $45K. Luxury boating via LLC partnership; 
shared slip, maintenance, and insurance costs. Prime New-
port Harbor location. Training available. Enjoy boating without 
full ownership hassle or expense. Contact Tony@IncTek.com

A DIFFERENT WAY TO DEAL WITH PAIN
Veterans battling Gulf War Syndrome and chronic pain 
face PTSD, anxiety, depression, and disc issues. Tradi-
tional meds cause side effects. One Veteran found re-
lief through microcurrent therapy. Learn more: https://
intellbio.com/equiscope-therapy-gulf-war-syndrome/ 
ContactDiane@HealthnCookies.com for info.

QIGONG ENERGY SESSIONS AND CLASSES
Craig Cooke, Doctor of Chinese Energetic Medicine pro-
vides qigong energy optimization and healing sessions in 
Nellie Gail. Online qigong classes are also  available. Qigong 
is a powerful healing and self-transformation modality. Visit 
C2energymedicine.com for more information.

CROSS TRAIN FOR TOTAL BODY WELLNESS
Train at home with Debra. Combining ballet barre, Pilates, 
and stretch for toning, lengthening, and flexibility. Call or 
text Debra at 949-350-5411 or email mcm623@cox.net.

NUTRITIONIST & PERSONAL TRAINER
Master mind and body at home with Iden Shahir. Functional 
weight training for weight loss/muscle gain. Contact at (949)633-
5410 or www.livefitwithiden.com. Instagram: @livefitwithiden.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Learn to swim or improve skills with CPR-certified coach. 2+ 
years coaching experience and 12+ years in water polo. Text/
call Donnie at 949-771-4044.

FOR SALE

HEALTH
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KURE IT WOMEN'S GUILD
Support cutting-edge cancer research with the KURE IT 
WOMEN’S GUILD (www.kureit.org/women-s-guild) through 
fundraising, education, and community outreach. Contact 
Kerri Hatfield at kckhatfield@gmail.com to learn more about 
how YOU can make a difference.

PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS
Expand yoga knowledge with Brittney Trujillo. 200hr Yoga 
Teacher with 10+ years experience. $80 per person for an 
hour session. Contact at 714.234.7627. 

PRIVATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY
Speakeasy Speech Therapy offers speech-language therapy at 
home or clinic. Improve language, speech, and cognitive skills. 
Contact (949) 287-8385 or rachel@speakeasy-speech.com.

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
The beautiful Island of Roatan, very safe, English speaking, easy 
to get to in only 6 hours. Popular for Scuba Diving & snorkel-
ing in turquoise crystal clear warm water. Three properties to 
choose from. Plenty to do. www.roatanislandvacationrentals.
com or call Debbie at 714-801-4257. Mention N.G. for discount.

OPEN HORSE STABLE
Large indoor/outdoor stall available for the right horse at our 
beautiful privately owned stable in Nellie Gail Ranch. The stall 
comes with trail access, full care and feedings in the morning 
and evening, large barn, tack room, bathing area, and nearly 
three fenced acres of pasture to explore. Please inquire with 
owner/operator - Heidi Codorniz (949) 246-3460

NELLIE GAIL HOME FOR RENT
Estate on 1.5-acre equestrian-zoned land with mountain and 
city views. Quiet cul-de-sac, solar, EV charger. Remodeled 
5-bed, 4-bath open floor plan. Oversized family room, formal 
dining, updated master bath. $10k-$15k/month. Call Patrice 
949-813-3938 or Martin 951-288-6098.

AUTOS FOR RENT
2023 Ford Transit, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent, seats 15 or 
can haul things around after removal of seats. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 2019 Lincoln 
Navigator in red, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 

HOST FAMILY - FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT
Open your home to a French, Italian, or Spanish exchange stu-
dent this summer for 3 weeks. Stipend available. Contact Alex 
at alex@oui-connect.com or 415-395-6160.

BRIDGE PARTNER WANTED 
Bridge partner wanted to play social bridge from 12:00 - 
3:00 on Mondays Please call (949) 395-6000 if interested

THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY OF CULTURAL JEWS 
Secular Humanist Jewish Holiday celebrations and oth-
er activities. Low cost annual membership includes group 
events. Nonmembers welcome to gatherings for a nominal 
fee. www.pccjews.org

NEWCOMERS CLUB OF SADDLEBACK VALLEY 
is a nonproĀt, nondenominational Women’s Club. Groups 
include book clubs, gadabouts (excursions), cards, walk-
ing, golĀng, and potlucks. Monthly luncheons at diýerent 
venues feature speakers or entertainment. Attendance is 
optional. We’d love you to join us, regardless of residency 
or duration in the area. Learn more at ncsvonline.org.
_______________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The classiĀed advertisements contained within 
the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed 
or recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees June not be held 
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products 
of persons who place advertisements in the ClassiĀed section.

SOCIAL / MEET-UP

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS
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MUDD INDUSTRIES, INC
Landscape Architecture and 
Construction
(949) 716-7002
muddinc.com
[Back Cover]

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING, INC.
Re-Tile, Re-Roofs, Repairs
(949) 916-5393
paciĀccrestroof.com
[Page 18]

STUDIO 6 ARCHITECTS
Architecture and Planning
(949) 388-5300
studio6architects.com
[Page 3]

THE FINISHING TOUCH FLOORING
Residential and Commercial 
Flooring Experts
(949) 770-1797
ftāoorsinc.com
[Page 28]

PRINCIPLE DESIGN
Ojini Arzoumanian
(949) 302-0182
ojini@principledc.com
[Page 32]

MOODY OUTDOORS
(949) 680-8151
moodyoutdoors.com
[Page 8]

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE
(949) 648-1212
contact@quezadaprolandscape.com

[Page 6]

BRAD FELDMAN GROUP     
Douglas Elliman Real Es-
tate (949) 678-5198                         
bradfeldmangroup.com        
[Page 1]

MARTY SAMUEL
Realty ONE Group West
(949) 643-1321
marty@martysamuel.com
[Page 22]

TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Compass
(949) 472-9191
tatelamott.com
[Pages 20]

HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS AND CAMP
(949) 448-0823
mickeyhayden.com
[Page 24]

EVOLUTION SWIM ACADEMY
(949) 388-4545
evolutionswim.com
[Page 31]

DP TENNIS ACADEMY
(949) 395-5297
dptennisacademy.com
[Page 10]

CRUISE PLANNERS
Caroline Swift
(949) 363-0430
carolinwift@cruiseplanners.com

[Page 27]

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
IPSprinter.com
[Page 24]

MOULTON MUSEUM
(949) 868-7386
moultonmuseum.org
[Page 24]

COASTAL ELEGANCE
(949) 226-6441
coastalelegancemedspa@gmail.com

coastalelegancemedicalaesthetics.com

[Page 54]

CUSIMANO FINANCIAL GROUP
(949) 863-5938
Jimmy.cusimano@nm.com

cfgwealth.nm.com

[Page 7]

MAI PARK CAPITAL
(949) 220-1376
MaiParkCapital.com

[Page 29]

TAYANI EYE INSTITUTE
(949) 489-2218
WWW.TAYANI.COM

[Page 10]
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Business Center

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place advertisements 
in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said 
advertisements is not aþliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

REAL ESTATEHOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS & SERVICES

RECREATION & SPORTS 

*
*

*

Disclaimer: Advertisers marked with an asterisk () are Nellie Gail Ranch residents.*

*

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
PONY EXPRESS MAIL               

PONYEXPRESS@
NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 

CALL: (949) 425-1477

*

*

*

*

*

*



Transform Your Space with

Modern Elegance

Principle Design & Construction offers a stress-free

experience, combining creative design and construction

expertise. A single point of contact ensures clear

communication and results. Every project, regardless of

size, receives meticulous attention, fostering lasting trust.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY

CONSULTATION!

Visit us at www.principledc.com  or call +949.302.0182

to schedule your appointment.
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Our February meeting at Pam Di Giovanni’s home 
was yet another example of balance in a yard. In her 

front yard, by the sidewalk, she planted a variety of 
āowers for color and scent. Underneath her eaves, 
she has camellias growing in the shade—a must for 
this beautiful shrub. She has planted diýerent varieties, 
each selected for its unique and elegant blooms. 

 

On the right side of her home, where she gets the 
most sun, she has enclosed a brand-new screened 
garden with a wood frame for her tomatoes and 

various other edible vegetables. This enclosure 

protects her delicate plants from our persistent 

rodents. On the left side of her home, she has a 
loquat tree, already well established and thriving. 
 

As you walk into the backyard, there is an abundance 
of āowers in pots and a rich collection of succulents. 
Mexican sage stands as the centerpiece, attracting 
bees and birds that mingle throughout the day. 

She has added a bird feeder as well, and the 
sound of their activity is truly music to our ears. 

 

Just beyond the vegetable garden sits her Ārst 
compost bin, and next to it begins a beautiful row of 
fruit trees. A plum tree is just starting to bloom—a 
sign of the season ahead. Beside it stand absolutely 

beautiful, disease-free, full-grown citrus trees, vibrant 
and healthy. Nearby are additional bins for worm 

composting, completing her natural fertilizing system. 
 

Behind the barbecue and seating area, there are 
even more fruit trees. Avocados have become her 

newest additions. The Mexican avocado, with its 
shiny, edible skin, was already present when they 
purchased their home and continues to produce 

excellent fruit. Newer additions include Hass, 
Lamb Hass, and Sir Prize avocados. In between 
stands a Strawberry Verte Āg. Along the center, she 
planted a Spice Zee nectaplum and a Babcock 
peach tree, carefully positioned to receive full sun. 
 

Throughout the yard is a thoughtful mixture of āowers, 
succulents, and fruit trees. Her grass area absorbs 

rainwater eþciently and provides open space for her 
dogs to run and play. Gardening is her pride and joy, and 
it shows everywhere you look. This yard has everything 

one could want, and every space is utilized with purpose. 
The fruit trees are placed where they receive optimal 

sunlight, while the āowers serve an essential role in 
pollinating blossoms and supporting the ecosystem. 

 

As we all sat together around a large table discussing our 

shared challenges with rodents and pests, I reminded 
everyone that worm composting is one of the most 

important steps toward creating a disease-free garden. 

Composting kitchen scraps, old soil, dead plants, 
eggshells, and fruit and vegetable skins produces living 
soil. Even cardboard, which is made from wood pulp, 
can be added, along with mulch and steer manure. 
 

Red Wiggler worms transform this organic matter 

into castings rich in beneĀcial microbes, including 
bacteria and fungi that build soil health. These 

microbes not only break down organic material but 

also strengthen plant immunity and help suppress 

harmful pests such as whiteāies and other insects. 
 

This material is among the most valuable fertilizers 

available. The true beneĀt lies in how it builds stronger 
plants from the soil upward. Healthier trees grow faster, 
resist disease, and become more resilient over time. 
 

Peach leaf curl is the only disease I must occasionally 

treat. It is caused by a fungus encouraged by 

our rainy conditions that damages peach leaves. 

Even then, the strength provided by healthy 
soil greatly reduces its impact. I use a copper 

spray only on my peach trees when necessary. 

 

Pam’s garden is a perfect example of what happens 
when nature is allowed to work with you instead of 

against you. Every element has a purpose—from the 
āowers that attract pollinators, to the compost that 
builds living soil, to the fruit trees carefully placed in full 
sun. Nothing is wasted, and everything contributes to 
the health of the whole system. This is the true meaning 

of gardening: not control, but balance. When you build 

Nellie Gail Garden Group
By Tina Corso
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healthy soil and create diversity, your garden becomes 
stronger, more productive, and more resilient. Pam’s 
yard reminds us that with knowledge, patience, and 
care, any space can be transformed into a thriving 
ecosystem that gives back year after year.

 
 

26552 Moulton Pkwy, Suite A
Laguna Hills CA. 92653 

(949) 226-6441

Our Services:
• BOTOX®

• Chemical Peels

• Dermal Fillers

• Peptide Therapy 

• Microneedling with SkinPen®

• Medical Weight Loss

• Wellness Shots  

• IV Hydration Therapy

• ZO® Skin Health Products 

...And Much More!

begins with trust, care, & expertise”
“Where beauty and wellness 

www.coastalelegancemedicalaesthetics.com

Follow Us

USE PROMO CODE

PONYEXPRESS

Debbie Wooters
Co-Founder/Provider



43| The Pony Express

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

BradFeldmanGroup.com

TRENT MASON

Partner  |  949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

JACCI PEARCE

Partner  |  949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

BRAD FELDMAN

Partner  |  949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

I T ’ S  THAT  T IME  OF  YEAR !

N E L L I E  G A I L  R A N C H

A N N U A L  G A R A G E  S A L E

S AT U R D AY,  M AY  1 6 T H  |  8 A M  -  1 2 P M

Brad Feldman Group will provide free 
advertising, set up directional signs,and pass 
out complimentary coffee and doughnuts to 

participating households!

Scan the QR code or call 949.529.6924 to sign up to participate or get donation information.

Please register by May 9TH if planning to participate.
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Ranch Recipe

Ingredients:
1. 1 lb carne asada (or grilled chicken) 

2. Small corn tortillas 

3. Chopped white onion 

4. Fresh cilantro, chopped 

5. Lime wedges 

Preparation:
1. Grill or cook the meat until tender and 

slightly charred 

2. Warm the corn tortillas on a skillet or 

grill 

3. Chop the meat into small, bite-sized pieces 

4. Assemble tacos with meat, onion, and 

cilantro 

5. Squeeze fresh lime juice on top and serve 

immediately

Cinco De Mayo Street Tacos



 

to our family — a beautiful wood-Āre oven that will create amazing wood-Āred 
pizzas, as well as meats, Āsh, and more — on 

You are invited to enjoy a complimentary individual pizza with the purchase of 

The Watering Hole and Chef Luigi are now oýering authentic, artisan wood-Āred pizzas with thin 
charred crusts and smoky āavors. Pizza Monday specials include $15 pizzas, 50% oǺ cocktails 

and $6 house margarita’s. Saturday pizzas are an even better value at $10! Pizza’s are served 
from 3:30 pm to close Monday to Saturday.

(657) 825-8930 

25281 EMPTY SADDLE DR., LAGUNA HILLS, CA 92653



May 2026May 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5

Cinco De Mayo
@ 

The Watering 
Hole 

4:00pm to close

6 7 8

Live Music Friday 
JeǺ Sisil

@
The Watering 

Hole
 6:30 pm-9:00 pm

9

10

Mother’s Day 
Brunch @ 

The Watering 
Hole

9:00 am to 3:00pm

11 12

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

ARC Meeting
at 6:00pm

@ The
Association 

Oǽce

13 14 15 16

Community 
Garage Sale 
8:00 am to 
12:00pm

17 18 19

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

Board Meeting
7:30pm @Club-

house

20 21 22

ARC Submittal 
Deadline for May 

12th meeting

•

Country Trivia 
Night at The    

Watering Hole 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

23

24 25 26

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole

27 28 29 30

31
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