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Broker #01947727

28202 Cabot Road, Suite 510. Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 © 2026 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While this information is believed to be correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, 

changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If  your 

property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Scan the QR code for a free 

comparative market analysis on 

your property today!

CURIOUS WHAT YOUR  

NELLIE GAIL HOME IS WORTH?

HIGHER  STANDARDS  |  BETTER  RESULTS

FEATURED L ISTINGS BY TH E 

BRAD FELDMAN GROU P

2 7 7 7 3  H I D D E N  T R A I L  R O A D

5-BR | 4.5-BA 

APPROX. 3,886 SF | 21,600 SF LOT

S O L D  F O R  $ 3 , 0 7 2 , 5 0 0

S O L D

2 5 7 6 1  H I G H P L A I N S  T E R R A C E

5-BR | 6-BA 

APPROX. 5,805 SF | 19,350 SF LOT 

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0

2 5 9 0 1  N E L L I E  G A I L  R O A D

6-BR | 4.5-BA 

APPROX. 4,700 SF | 10,496 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 2 5 9 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L EF O R  S A L E

2 5 4 0 2  G A L L U P  C I R C L E

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

4-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 5,000 SF | 17,000 SF LOT

2 6 0 4 1  S P U R  B R A N C H  L A N E

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0

8-BR | 11-BA | APPROX. 7,372 SF | 15,525 SF LOT

F O R  S A L E F O R  S A L E

TRENT MASON | Realtor®/Partner

949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com
DRE#: 02018104

BRAD FELDMAN | Realtor®/Partner

949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com
DRE#: 01437125
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starts at 7:00pm
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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Brian Mitchell | General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Rob R. This | Operations Manager
rthis@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild | Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Brenda Weber | Financial Transactions Coordinator
weber@nelliegailranch.org

Norma LeBaron| Events Coordinator
Nlebaron@nelliegailranch.org

David De La Mora | Communications Coordinator
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org

www.nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

Clubhouse Reception
clubhouse@nelliegailranch.org

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Oþce: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Nikki Garcia | Equestrian Center Manager
ngarcia@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-7282

Board of Directors

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express maga-
zine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association 
(NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible for business 
practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said adver-
tisements is not aþliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Opinions ex-
pressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no responsibility 
for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are di-
rectly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor s decision is Ānal. Submissions selected for publication by 
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each speciĀc issue. 
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any ma-
terials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors and employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reāect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.

Mark Fisk		  PRESIDENT

Loree Blough		  VICE PRESIDENT

Dan Sparks		  SECRETARY

John Park		  CO-TREASURER

Holly Permeh		  CO-TREASURER



Important Numbers

Mission Statement

To take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
preserve and improve the unique value of living 
in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the overall 

sense of community.

(949) 425-1477	 Association Office

(949) 831-6660	 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis and Swim Club

(949) 533-7282	 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(657) 825-8930         The Watering Hole

(949) 533-7282	 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(949) 439-2251	 Quezada Professional Landscape

(877) 728-0446	 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500	 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343	 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200	 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045	 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange

911	 Emergencies

211	 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011	 Sheriý s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600	 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650	 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abate-
ment

(800) 611-7343	 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

(714) 573-6000    Fire Authority

(714) 971-2421      Vector Control

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 30354, Tampa, FL 33630-3354

or drop oý at the Association Oþce.

The next Open Session Board Meeting and Open 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for June 16, 2026, 
and will be held at the Association Clubhouse.

 

Executive Session starts at - 6:00 pm and Open 
Session - 7:30 pm

The agenda will be posted in the Association Oþce 
and on the NGR website on the Friday prior to the 
meeting, or you may contact the Association Oþce 
to obtain agenda information. All homeowners are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the meetings.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has sever-
al committees comprised of Homeowners that pro-
vide support to the Board of Directors on selected 
Community topics. For more information or to join 
any of our Committees, please contact the Associa-
tion Oþce at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Events Committee

Fire Prevention Committee

Historical Committee

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails Committee

Architectural Review Committee

Architectural Review Committee meetings are gener-
ally held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 
pm. Completed applications must be submitted to the 
Association Oþce at least 10 business days prior to the 
ARC meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue 
of the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and 
ARC meeting dates.

Association Committees

Board of Directors Meetings
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Operations Manager's Message

SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT NELLIE GAIL RANCH
By Rob This

The onset of summer means many diýerent things 
for diýerent people. For some, it means time to travel. 
Others enjoy spending time at the beach or relaxing 
by the pool in their backyard. For me, as a parent of 
younger children, summer means Ānding fun and 
engaging ways to keep the kids active during summer 
break.

Outdoor sports and activities are a great way to stay 
active and enjoy the beautiful summer weather, and 
Nellie Gail Ranch oýers a wide variety of summer 
programs for children while they are out of school.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis Club has successfully 
operated one of the largest and most positively 
reviewed Summer Tennis & Swim Camps in Southern 
California. It is a fantastic introduction to the sport in a 
safe, fun, and encouraging learning environment. The 
program oýers week-long camps for diýerent age 
groups and skill levels. 

In partnership with Nellie Gail Ranch, Evolution 
Swim Academy also operates a variety of summer 
programs, including seasonal swim lessons, summer 
swim teams, and a summer sports camp. 

With the summer camps in session, swimmers using 
the Nellie Gail Ranch pool should be aware of the 
Summer Swim Program Schedule. A swim lane will 
always remain available for members and residents 
during any swim program. See āyer to the right.

The Mickey Hayden Equine Riding School also partners 
with the Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center to provide 
summer camps for up to 175 campers. This program 
focuses on basic riding skills while teaching horse 
care in a safe and supportive environment. For more 
information visit https://www.mhequineridingschool.

com/summercamp.

Another popular summer tradition within Nellie Gail 
Ranch is the Summer Concert Series. The series 

Operations Manager's Message



features Āve concerts held every other Friday evening 
beginning June 12 through August 7. Grab a chair and 
head over to Gallup Park to enjoy great entertainment, 
delicious food trucks, and unforgettable evenings 
with your neighbors.

I would like to wish each of you a fun-Ālled and 
memorable summer!

 

 

 

 
 

SUMMER SWIM PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2026 
June 8, 2026 – August 14, 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
Trilavie 

ADULT SWIM 
6:00 AM – 7:00 AM 

 
Trilavie 

ADULT SWIM 
6:00 AM – 7:00 AM 

 
Trilavie 

ADULT SWIM 
6:00 AM – 7:00 AM 

 

 
Evolution Swim 

SWIM TEAM 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Evolution Swim 
SWIM TEAM 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Evolution Swim 
SWIM TEAM 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Evolution Swim 
SWIM TEAM 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Evolution Swim 
SWIM TEAM 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 

 
Evolution Swim 
SPORTS CAMP 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
SPORTS CAMP 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
SPORTS CAMP 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
SPORTS CAMP 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
SPORTS CAMP 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

 TENNIS CAMP 
1:15 PM – 3:30 PM 

TENNIS CAMP 
1:15 PM – 3:30 PM 

TENNIS CAMP 
1:15 PM – 3:30 PM 

TENNIS CAMP 
1:15 PM – 3:30 PM   

Sea Stallion Scuba 
DEEP END 

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
LESSONS (3 Lanes) 
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
LESSONS (3 Lanes) 
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
LESSONS (3 Lanes) 
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Evolution Swim 
LESSONS (3 Lanes) 
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 
Sea Stallion Scuba 

DEEP END 
2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

  
Trilavie 

ADULT SWIM 

7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

Trilavie 
ADULT SWIM 

7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
  

 
The Nellie Gail Ranch Swim Center has many programs that utilize the pool throughout the year. The pool is open to recreational swimmers during 

all hours of operation. A swim lane will always be available for members and residents during any Swim program. Pool hours are 6:00am-10:00pm 

Monday through Friday and 6:00am-7:30pm Saturday and Sunday. For more info, please contact the Swim Center at 949-831-6660. 



The Architectural Review results are accessible online for your convenience. You can easily view them by 
scanning the QR codes provided below:

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEWS RESULTS
ARE AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Architectural Review

May 2026

QR Code

Architectural Reviews

7 | The Pony Express

Minutes

April 2026

QR Code
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TRIVIATRIVIATRIVIA
NIGHTNIGHTNIGHT

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2026   |   6:30-9:00PM

FOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTSFOR NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS, MEMBERS, AND THEIR GUESTS

Music

Mania

FREE TO PLAY!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

Join us at The Watering Hole for a fun night of trivia with

thought-provoking questions, great music, fun prizes, and

entertaining hosts!

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, 

Laguna Hills

949.994.2658

Thank you to our

Contributing Sponsor:

Amy Moossavian



FOODFOOD
TRUCKSTRUCKS
FOOD

TRUCKS
for Dinnerfor Dinner

& Dessert& Dessert

for Dinner
& Dessert

SERIESSERIES2026 2026 
CONCERTCONCERT
SUMMERSUMMER

FRIDAYS @ 7PMFRIDAYS @ 7PM
GALLUP PARKGALLUP PARK

Bring your chairs
and an appetite!

For more information, call
949.425.1477 or visit

nelliegailranch.org/events

Wayward Sons
80's Rock Nostalgia 

Surf City All Stars
Beach Boys and Jan & Dean tribute band

90's Rockshow
90's Rock Tribute Band

K-Tel All StarsK-Tel All Stars
The Totally 70s Show

Redneck RodeoRedneck Rodeo
Top Country Hits from Six Decades
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THANK YOU
to our concert series

Contributing Sponsor:

Contributing sponsor: Brad Feldman

Contributing sponsor: Brad Feldman

Contributing sponsor: Martha Haecherl
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Tayani Institute in Laguna Hills, located right off La Paz and the 5, offers advanced cataract, LASIK, and
pediatric eye care  services to help patients of all ages see clearly and live more confidently without
glasses or contacts. The practice is excited to welcome an exceptional ophthalmologist to our team, Dr.
Majid Roubach, who brings extensive expertise in LASIK, premium cataract surgery, pediatric
ophthalmology, and strabismus care.

Regular eye exams are key to protecting your vision and overall eye health. Whether you need a routine
checkup, treatment for an eye condition, or want to explore vision correction options, the team at Tayani
Institute is here to help you see your best with advanced technology and personalized care.

At Tayani Institute, we provide everything from routine eye exams to advanced surgical care for patients
of all ages. Our services include cataract surgery, glaucoma treatment, advanced laser procedures, vision
correction options like LASIK, refractive lens exchange, and ortho-k, dry eye treatment, retinal care, upper
facial plastic surgery, and management of eye diseases like macular degeneration and diabetic eye
disease. We also offer glasses and contact lenses at our full-service optical boutique.

MEET MAJID ROUBACH, M.D.

Clearer Vision Starts Here

Schedule Your Eye Exam Today

Comprehensive Eye Care from A-Z

Dr. Roubach is a board-certified ophthalmologist with over
20 years of experience in cataract, refractive and LASIK
surgery. He also specializes in pediatric ophthalmology and
strabismus surgery, helping both children and adults with
eye alignment and vision concerns. He completed
fellowship training in cornea research, pediatric
ophthalmology, and strabismus surgery at University of
Illinois at Chicago.

 
Dr. Roubach is known for being personable and
tailoring his care to each patient’s needs, making
him a favorite among both children and adult
patients alike.

(949) 489-2218
www.TAYANI.com

Request an
Appointment

25200 La Paz Rd. #100,
Laguna Hills, CA 92653@TayaniInstitute
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M-F 8am-5pm

714-648-0837

info@quezadaprolandscape.com

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

TRANSFORM

YOUR OUTDOORS

Proudly providing 
landscape maintenance services

 for the Nellie Gail Ranch Community.

Expert Tree Care

Landscape Design 
       & Install

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY!

Nellie Gail Ranch is known for its beautiful 

homes, equestrian lifestyle, and strong sense of 
community. While our neighborhood remains one 

of the safest and most desirable places to live 

in Orange County, residents should still remain 
vigilant as vehicle burglaries and theft-related 

incidents continue to occur throughout Southern 

California.

Law enforcement agencies across California have 

reported ongoing concerns involving thieves 

targeting unlocked vehicles, garage areas, and 
cars left with visible valuables inside. In many 

cases, criminals are not “breaking in” at all — they 
are simply checking for unlocked doors and taking 

advantage of easy opportunities. Organized theft 

rings have also increasingly targeted gated and 

upscale communities throughout the state.

Modern vehicle theft has also become more 

sophisticated. Criminals are now using electronic 

tools and “relay attacks” to intercept key fob 

signals from vehicles equipped with keyless entry 

systems. Luxury vehicles, SUVs, and newer cars 
with push-button start systems are especially 

attractive targets. 

Experts note that many vehicle burglaries are 

crimes of opportunity. A thief walking through 

a neighborhood may try dozens of car doors in 

minutes, targeting the easiest vehicles Ārst. Even 
brief moments of carelessness can make a vehicle 

vulnerable.

Although national vehicle theft numbers have 

recently declined, hundreds of thousands of 
vehicles are still stolen annually in the United 

States, with one vehicle reportedly stolen every 
48 seconds. California continues to rank among 
the states with the highest number of vehicle theft 

incidents.

By staying alert and practicing simple security 

measures, Nellie Gail Ranch residents can help 
protect not only their own property, but also the 
safety and security of the entire community.

 

 

PROTECTING YOUR VEHICLE FROM THEFT

13 | The Pony Express



Every home has a story, and we were honored to 

guide this one from preparation to a successful close. 

Led by Liz Hansche’s 30+ years of Orange County 

expertise, our team takes a hands-on approach to 

every sale, from preparing your home for market 

to executing strategic marketing and navigating 

negotiations with precision.

With inventory in Nellie Gail Ranch remaining limited, 

well-positioned homes continue to attract strong 

buyer interest, creating a meaningful opportunity  

for homeowners considering a move. For Jacquelyn 

(Jax) Shoults, this community is personal. Having 

grown up in Nellie Gail Ranch, she brings a deep, 

firsthand connection to the neighborhood, adding  

a layer of insight and care that complements our  

team’s strategy.

We’re proud to represent this community and are 

always here as a trusted resource.

© 2026 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties (BHHSCP) is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. BHHS and the BHHS symbol 

are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. BHH Affiliates LLC and BHHSCP do not guarantee accuracy of all data 

including measurements, conditions, and features of property. Information is obtained from various sources and will not be verified by broker or MLS. Buyer is 

advised to independently verify the accuracy of  that information. If your home is currently listed, this is not a solicitation for your listing.

LIZ HANSCHE 
 

949.295.9373 

LizHansche@bhhscal.com 

DRE #01358416

JAX SHOULTS 
 

949.433.5720 

JaxShoults@bhhscal.com  

DRE #02188382

Liz  Hansche
R E A L  E S T A T E

SOLD FOR $6,925,000 | 26195 OROVILLE PLACE, LAGUNA HILLSSOLD FOR $6,925,000 | 26195 OROVILLE PLACE, LAGUNA HILLSSOLD FOR $6,925,000 | 26195 OROVILLE PLACE, LAGUNA HILLSSOLD FOR $6,925,000 | 26195 OROVILLE PLACE, LAGUNA HILLS

SUCCESSFULLY SELLING 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH
SUCCESSFULLY SELLING 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH
SUCCESSFULLY SELLING 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH
SUCCESSFULLY SELLING 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH
SUCCESSFULLY SELLING 
NELLIE GAIL RANCH







Congratulations to all of our riders and horses 

on their outstanding performances at The Oaks 

Capistrano Cup 2 in San Juan Capistrano! We are 

incredibly proud of the hard work, dedication, and 

sportsmanship our team continues to demonstrate 

both in and out of the show ring.

• Lane Clarke & Idaho De Beaufour — 6th in the 

$50,000 Grand Prix

• Lauren Katzenellenbogen & Chrysolite Fonroy — 

5th in the $2,500 1.25m Jumper Classic

• Lauren Katzenellenbogen & Little Big Star — 6th in 

the $2,500 1.25m Jumper Classic

• Destiny Stewart & Fergus De Frajus — 7th in the 

$2,500 1.25m Jumper Classic

• Lane Clarke & I Know De Beaufour — 3rd in the 

1.20m Jumper

• Kimberly Williams & Everlasting Ivy — 2nd in the 

1.10m Jumper

• Haley Smart & Of Passion Van Den Dael — 2nd 

and 3rd in the 1.0m Amateur Jumper, and 3rd in the     

$500 1.05m Amateur Jumper Classic

• Vanessa Royal & Hypnos — 3rd in the 0.80m Jumper

These accomplishments reāect the dedication, 

perseverance, and strong partnerships our riders 

have built with their horses through countless hours 

of preparation and training. We are also incredibly 

grateful for the continued support of our wonderful 

barn family, trainers, staý, and community.

Additionally, we would like to extend a special 

congratulations to Destiny Stewart on completing 

her very Ārst Grand Prix aboard El Corazón at Jumping 

at Galway Downs in Temecula on May 23!

This exciting milestone is a true reāection of Destiny’s 

hard work, determination, and commitment to 

exceptional horsemanship. Completing a Ārst Grand 

Prix is a major achievement, and we could not be more 

proud to celebrate this accomplishment with her.

CELEBRATING OUR TEAM’S SUCCESS IN THE SHOW RING

Equestrian News

17 | The Pony Express



Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321 DRE #00452321

Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 40 years!  
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE AIR !!!  IS IT TIME TO SELL ???

If you have been considering selling your home, now may be the best time in many years.  And it may be the best time for 
several years to come. �e inventory of homes for sale is exceptionally low, and buyer demand remains high. Despite the 
doubling of interest rates, prices are holding strong for now. Please give me a call to discuss the details of moving up to 

a new home, or downsizing if the time is right for that lifestyle change.

Nellie Gail Ranch $2,525,000 Mission Viejo $1,830,000 Mission Viejo  $1,960,000

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?  
Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal:  marty@martysamuel.com 

Nellie Gail sales based on MLS data since Oct 1989 

18 | The Pony Express



Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

W

7

AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

                                                             ith more than 20 years of experience in private wealth management, 
Mai Park works with engineers, executives and families from 
companies like Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin, 
SpaceX and Tesla. She founded Mai Park Capital, in partnership with 

Pence Wealth Management, and specializes in developing wealth strategies 
tailored to the unique compensation structures and ƈnancial challenges of 
the aerospace and technology industries. 
         As a managing director at Pence Wealth Management, Mai is backed 
by an advisory team that manages over $2.7 billion in client assets and 
oƅers comprehensive services in retirement planning, tax strategy, estate 
coordination and investment management. She was recognized by Forbes as one 
of America’s Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in 2023, 2024 and 2025.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FIRM.
I founded Mai Park Capital to gain the freedom to create fully customized 
portfolios for clients, and to access a breadth of investment vehicles. 
Partnering with Pence Wealth Management gives me access to an actively 
managed and tax-harvesting platform.

WHAT IS YOUR AREA OF EXPERTISE?
Goals-based wealth planning. I create personalized strategies that align 
every ƈnancial decision with a client’s life goals. Rather than focusing solely 
on market movements or short-term performance, I help clients deƈne 
what truly matters to them—whether that’s retirement readiness, funding 
education or leaving a legacy—and then design tax-eƆcient, diversiƈed 
portfolios to support those objectives. It’s about turning wealth into a tool for 
living with purpose.

HOW DO YOU ESTABLISH TRUST WITH NEW CLIENTS?
Trust is earned through consistency, transparency and genuine care. We 
start by listening and understanding what truly matters to each client before 
oƅering any advice. Education and clarity are key. When clients understand 
the “why” behind their strategy, conƈdence naturally follows. And above all, 
we lead with integrity. Every recommendation we make is guided by our 
ƈduciary duty to put clients’ best interests ƈrst.

WHAT’S THE MOST VALUABLE LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED 

FROM ADVISING OTHERS?
True wealth isn’t just about numbers; it’s about purpose. Clients’ goals, values 
and life experiences shape their deƈnition of ƈnancial success. My role is to 
listen deeply, understand what matters to them and build strategies that align 
their wealth with their lifestyle.
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-Eƽcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 2026.

990 W. 190TH ST., TORRANCE | 5000 BIRCH ST., WEST TOWER, NEWPORT BEACH 

949-220-1376 | MAIPARKCAPITAL.COM
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Highlights
• Wealth Management

• Retirement Planning

• Tax-EƆcient Strategies
• Portfolio Construction
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27215 STAGEWOOD
OFFERED AT $3 , 250,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been veri�ed. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All 
measurements and square footages are approximate. Source: RealTreand closed sales volume 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024.

BEN TATE 

949.244.3748 

DRE 01871507

JERRY LAMOTT 

DRE 00469045

SARAH TATE 

DRE 01882269

TATELAMOTT.COM

SO
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25582 RAPID FALLS

SOLD FOR $4,120,000
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T
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27101 SHENANDOAH

OFFERED AT $3 , 260,000

JU
ST

 S
O

LD

25602 RAPID FALLS

SOLD FOR $3 , 245 ,000



Congratulations!

Brayden Fisk moved to   Nellie Gail Ranch when he was Āve years old. 
Brayden spends most of his free time camping, biking, and oý-roading. 
Brayden has volunteered as a āag football coach for the past four years—
proudly leading his teams to three championship titles. Brayden has worked 
as a professional lifeguard for the last three years. He will expand his life-
saving skills working as an EMT this summer. Brayden is graduating with 
honors from Laguna Hills High School and looks forward to pursuing a 
business degree at San Diego State University this fall.

Congratulations to all of the graduates from the Nellie Gail Ranch community! This 

exciting milestone represents years of hard work, dedication, perseverance, and achievement. 

From kindergarten promotions to high school, college, and advanced degree graduations, 

we are incredibly proud of each student and all they have accomplished. Your Nellie Gail 

Ranch neighbors and community celebrate your success and look forward to seeing all that 

you will achieve in the future. Wishing all of our graduates continued success, happiness, 

and new opportunities in the exciting journey ahead!

Class of 2026
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Paige Holland is graduating from Laguna Hills High School, where she 
made her mark as a dedicated athlete in both wrestling and āag football. 
In addition to her athletic achievements, Paige earned the prestigious rank 
of Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America in 2024—a testament to her 
leadership, perseverance, and commitment to service.

This fall, she will begin an exciting new chapter at Texas A&M University, 
where she plans to pursue a degree in Agricultural Business. The future 
is bright for Paige as she continues to build on her accomplishments and 
follow her passions.

Maryam is graduating from Mission Viejo High School and plans to attend 
California State University San Marcos, where she will study Public Health 
with the goal of eventually becoming a Physician Assistant. In addition 
to her academic achievements, Maryam works at the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Clubhouse and has enjoyed being part of the community. She is excited 
for this next chapter and grateful for the support of her family, friends, and 
community throughout her journey.

Congratulations April Jean, graduate of Saddleback Christian Academy. 
What a pleasure and joy it has been to walk through life with you. Mom 
and I are very proud of who you are as a young woman. You’re character 
and faith are inspiring. It is a joy to see your dedication to music and the 
hard work you have put into educating yourself and developing your craft. 

April is a singer who will be coming out with her Ārst single in August. 
If you would like to support her on social media, you can Ānd her @
apriljeanmusic, on all social media platforms.
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YOU’VE GOT MAIL!

- by Karen L. Robbins

The familiar tag line -- “You’ve Got Mail” from Meg 

Ryan’s classic movie of the same name takes on new 

and even more impactful meaning to young Marines 

and Sailors when deployed at sea.  

Together with our supporters we lifted the spirits of 

these young men with  fresh pairs of socks!  Fresh 

socks are one of the most welcome treats under those 

conditions, and along with the socks is the impactful 
message that our community is both grateful for as 

well as thinking of them while deployed.  

Battalion Commander LtCol Kevin Nicholson let us 

know when the shipment arrived, and shared a few 
photos of the jubilant Marines shown here.

Next up is our goal of surprising them with boxes of 

protein bars --- enough to distribute 3 bars per Marine.   

If you like, join us in the mission by donating today!

Team Darkhorse
TEAM DARKHORSE - 3D Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division Support Committee 
is the (all volunteer) IRS 501 (c) 3 non profit org formed in 2010, following the 
Laguna Hills City Council formal vote to adopt this Camp Pendleton Infantry 
Unit. For more information, to volunteer, or make a donation please contact 
President, Vanessa Kon at vanessakon@cox.net.
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Team darkhorse 

             

SSuuppppoorrtt   OOuurr  DDeeppllooyyeedd  

MMaarriinneess  aanndd  SSaaiilloorrss  wwiitthh  tthhee  

PPoowweerr  ooff   PPRROOTTEEIINN    

3rd Battalion 5th Marines 1st Division Support Committee dba Team Darkhorse     
Tax Identification #27-4526336    501- (C ) - (3) IRS organization 

25462 Nellie Gail Road  Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
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SEND US YOUR AD - EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG - 
NOTE  CLASSIFIEDS  IN THE SUBJECT LINE - ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL 
RANCH RESIDENTS | $10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS

SERVICES

TWO FOR THE SHOW – MUSIC DUO
Planning an event? TWO FOR THE SHOW offers custom-
ized playlists, from soft rock to dance hits. Visit “Two For 
The Show Orange County” on YouTube for samples. Con-
tact at 949.643.0949 (no texts) or twofortheshowsocal@
gmail.com.

COMPLETE OFFICE AND BUILDING CLEANING
Trustworthy, insured, and with 30 years of experience, of-
fering janitorial services, building maintenance, floor care, 
carpet cleaning, and more. Nellie Gail Resident Owned 
Business. Call 949-310-4996.

SPANISH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Maria provides Spanish tutoring for all ages and levels. With 
15+ years of experience, offering services for elementary, 
high school, college, conversation, and translations. Call or 
text at 949-836-0846 or email mparser@yahoo.com.

EXPERIENCED AND PATIENT MATH TUTOR
A lifelong Nellie Gail resident with a Master s in Aerospace 
Engineering, offering math tutoring for high school, com-
munity college, and ACT/SAT. One-on-one tutoring for 
better understanding. Call 949-231-0977 or email ecaiusa@
yahoo.com.

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN YOUR HOME
Learn the music you love from Popular, Classical, Jazz, and 
Blues. Children and adults welcome. I have B.A. Degrees 
in Music and Child Psychology and have been teaching 25 
years. My website is www.thekeyboardlady.com. Email me 
at marshyvonne13@gmail.com or call 949-637-8208.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog walking, and pet taxi 
services in South Orange County. Vickie Reyes, caregiv-
er, ensures purrfect care for your companions. Licensed, 
bonded, insured, with pet CPR and first aid certification. 
Visit www.caringfurangels.com or call 949-525-1670.

PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable, flexible resident for house/pet 
sitting. Call 805-714-6153 for active lifestyles and travel. 
Flexible for visits and stays.

PIANO IS FOR PRESCHOOLERS, TOO!
Piano lessons for children aged two and up, enhancing con-
centration, memory, brainpower, and listening skills. Devel-
op diligence, perseverance, and confidence for success in 
school and life. Visit www.PianoIsForPreschoolersToo.com 
or call 949/246-6492.

CALLING ALL EQUESTRIANS
Explore Equivont.com for a one-stop solution to eques-
trian needs. Find horses for sale, supplements, grooming 
products, trainers, clinics, and more. A Nellie Gail Resident 
Owned Business.

BEAUTY COUNTER CONSULTANT
Contact Michelle Hudgins at 949-874-4466 for Beauty 
counter consulting. Visit https://www.beautycounter.com/
michellehudgins for Clean and Vegan products.

ALL SUBJECTS TUTOR 
Give your child the opportunity to be taught by someone 

who understands the frustration behind learning new con-
cepts. I’m a 4.7 GPA high school junior that would love to 
tutor your kids. Please call or text (949) 516-8078 if you are 
interested. 

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
Grant, a licensed therapist, specializes in teens and young 
adults. Call (714) 276-8957 for a free consultation or visit www.
grant-waggoner.clientsecure.me. Office in Dana Point. Li-
cense: California / 125452.

BABY SITTING SERVICES
My name is Jessica. I am a preschool teacher with 9 years 
experience that lives in Nellie Gail. I offer occasional and 
overnight babysitting services. Contact 949-295-2602 or 
jjayess9418@gmail.com.

SPRAY TANNING – MOBILE!
EverTan provides mobile spray tanning services in Orange 
County. Natural, even tan with top-quality organic formulas. 
Call/text Kaydance at 951-355-8044 or email myevertan@
gmail.com. Visit www.myevertan.com.

DOG WALKING
April, a loving, reliable Nellie Gail resident, offers dog walking 
services. Call 949-310-4996 for a meet and greet.

BABY SITTING
I am a high school student and live in Nellie Gail and would 
love to babysit Please contact Beeta at 209-981-5667

BABY SITTING
My daughter who’s a junior in high school and lives in Nel-
lie Gail would love to babysit and/or pet sit. She is respon-
sible, good with kids, and loves animals. $20/hr. Rose-
mary (949)-633-4194.

FLOWER POWER
Vine + Dandy, a Nellie Gail floral design studio, creates unique 
arrangements for same-day delivery, weddings, and events. 
Check IG: @vinedandy or www.vinedandy.com. Contact Mi-
chelle at 714-756-0412.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PROGRAMMING TUTOR
AP Computer Science and programming tutor with UC Berke-
ley background. In-person and remote tutoring. Text Elaine at 
949-300-8985 or email occstutoring@gmail.com.

SPRING-CLEANING HELP
Is your spring-cleaning project too big to tackle? Let me help take 
the stress out of your decluttering and organizing project. I provide 
a patient, judgement free process that will help you see all that is 
possible at an affordable price. Call Lisa at 714-337-9624.

CPA WITH 20+ YEARS' EXPERIENCE
In tax and accounting for small to mid-size businesses and 
high-net-worth individuals. Services include tax planning, 
preparation, and consulting across CA, NY, TX. Clients in-
clude law partners, doctors, dentists, real estate investors. 
Contact Juliezzhu@yahoo.com or call (949) 627-7688.

BABYSITTER
Ability to thoughtfully connect with and care for children 
of all ages. Early retired HR professional and live nearby. 
Excellent references. Please contact Kimber at (949) 836-
6742

Classified Ads
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PREMIUM PET & IN-HOME SITTING SERVICES 
Including drop in and overnight stays.   Serving Orange 
County for 20+ years.  Referrals upon request. Contact me 
at (949) 338-4696 - lorilewis2812@gmail.com

PET SITTING
Experienced graduate student offering pet sitting: in-home, 
overnight, and walking. Rates tailored to based service and fre-
quency. Contact for reliable care: (949) 573-2992 or jeritretter@
gmail.com

VIOLIN LESSONS
Patient, outgoing and kind violin instructor for ALL ages. 
Studying violin @UCLA and available until late September. No 
experience needed. Please text Leo at 949-899-2245

SKATEBOARDING LESSONS
Patient resident is offering beginner skateboarding lessons at 
his skate ramp, your house, or a park. Helmet required and pads 
are recommended. Please text or call Dante at (949) 374-0145. 

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR
High School math/science teacher, 30 years of experience. AP, 
Honors and Standard classes for math and physics including: 
Algebra I/II, Geometry, PreCalculus, AP Calculus AB/BC, and 
Physics A/B. AP/SAT. BSEE, UCLA. Call 714-296-2544 or email 
dkrutcik@gmail.com, ask for Dave.

BIKE GURU: BIKE BUILDING AND REPAIR. 
Nellie Gail resident offering bicycle repair, custom builds, bike 
boxing. Electric Bikes, trikes, and scooters. Specialize in moun-
tain bike suspension and performance. Fair prices, quick turn 
around. Ask for Jeff, 949-285-8663. 

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.
Member of Music Teachers’ Association of California. 
With 24 years of teaching experience and hundreds of  
successful students. CertiĀcate of Merit preparation available.  
Students grow, gain conĀdence and reach their full musical  
potential.  (949) 533-8434 minoom12@yahoo.com

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS,  SERVICES & REPAIRS,  
Autocad design and Advice with 30 years experience pro-
vided by retired Construction  Engineer at 949-342-5885 
Nellie Gail resident

PET ACCESSORIES AND CUSTOM SHIRTS
Create the perfect gift! I make bandannas embroidered with 
your pet’s name. I can also make custom embroidered shirts 
or iron-on-vinyl shirts. Nellie Gail Ranch resident. See exam-
ples at natureknitted.com or contact: natureknitted@gmail.
com Text: (949) 683-0154

HANDY MAN
Local, reliable, insured, and experienced. Longtime Aliso Vie-
jo resident with a strong mechanical and maintenance back-
ground. Detail-oriented, professional, and honest. I provide 
informed advice, only take on jobs within my scope, and refer 
out when needed. Call or text John at (949) 527-2210.

SOFTWARE/C++ DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Need a software developer? Email services@alignofcode.
com, text or call (949) 216-4146

HONEY-DO HEROES OC AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN SERVICES
From plumbing to electrical repairs, we are here to tackle the 
small jobs that make a big difference in your home. Providing 
door & lock installs, drywall patching, painting touch-ups and 
kitchen / bath fixture upgrades and much more. Call William 
today at 949-329-8779 for a free estimate

FRESH HONEY FOR SALE
Local honey at $15.00 per 12 oz jar. Contact Alberta at Hey 
Honey 949-646-2606 for honey sales, backyard hive rescues.

SWEETS DOODLES
Supreme Golden doodle breeder in South Orange County. 
Standard size puppies (50-75 lbs) born and raised at home. 
Professionally trained with a two-year health warranty. Vis-
it www.sweetsdoodles.com or call Mark at 949-228-4606.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY FOR SALE. 
AKC Champion dog and is a female and born June 19, 2023. 
The sister has been adopted by a Nellie Gail homeowner, 
and the Breeder would like to keep the sister dogs togeth-
er. Paperwork is available. If interested please call Floyd at 
562-884-4566. The puppy is a kind and gentle dog.

DYMEK’S FREEDOM PLUMBING
52 years industry experience 1000 5-�����reviews Trusted 
Emergency Homeowners Insurance Contractor Quick re-
sponse to handle any emergency repairs. FreedomPlumb-
ing.com License #764483 C-36 C-42 • (949) 582-3376

1948 FORD DELUXE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE
Red, 350 Chevy engine, Chrome under hood, 28,000 
miles contact me for more information Sue, 949-533-3705

QUARTER SHARE IN 39’ SEA RAY
Newport Beach – $45K. Luxury boating via LLC partnership; 
shared slip, maintenance, and insurance costs. Prime New-
port Harbor location. Training available. Enjoy boating without 
full ownership hassle or expense. Contact Tony@IncTek.com

A DIFFERENT WAY TO DEAL WITH PAIN
Veterans battling Gulf War Syndrome and chronic pain 
face PTSD, anxiety, depression, and disc issues. Tradi-
tional meds cause side effects. One Veteran found re-
lief through microcurrent therapy. Learn more: https://
intellbio.com/equiscope-therapy-gulf-war-syndrome/ 
ContactDiane@HealthnCookies.com for info.

QIGONG ENERGY SESSIONS AND CLASSES
Craig Cooke, Doctor of Chinese Energetic Medicine pro-
vides qigong energy optimization and healing sessions in 
Nellie Gail. Online qigong classes are also  available. Qigong 
is a powerful healing and self-transformation modality. Visit 
C2energymedicine.com for more information.

CROSS TRAIN FOR TOTAL BODY WELLNESS
Train at home with Debra. Combining ballet barre, Pilates, 
and stretch for toning, lengthening, and flexibility. Call or 
text Debra at 949-350-5411 or email mcm623@cox.net.

NUTRITIONIST & PERSONAL TRAINER
Master mind and body at home with Iden Shahir. Functional 
weight training for weight loss/muscle gain. Contact at (949)633-
5410 or www.livefitwithiden.com. Instagram: @livefitwithiden.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Learn to swim or improve skills with CPR-certified coach. 2+ 
years coaching experience and 12+ years in water polo. Text/
call Donnie at 949-771-4044.

FOR SALE

HEALTH
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KURE IT WOMEN'S GUILD
Support cutting-edge cancer research with the KURE IT 
WOMEN’S GUILD (www.kureit.org/women-s-guild) through 
fundraising, education, and community outreach. Contact 
Kerri Hatfield at kckhatfield@gmail.com to learn more about 
how YOU can make a difference.

PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS
Expand yoga knowledge with Brittney Trujillo. 200hr Yoga 
Teacher with 10+ years experience. $80 per person for an 
hour session. Contact at 714.234.7627. 

PRIVATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY
Speakeasy Speech Therapy offers speech-language therapy at 
home or clinic. Improve language, speech, and cognitive skills. 
Contact (949) 287-8385 or rachel@speakeasy-speech.com.

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
The beautiful Island of Roatan, very safe, English speaking, easy 
to get to in only 6 hours. Popular for Scuba Diving & snorkel-
ing in turquoise crystal clear warm water. Three properties to 
choose from. Plenty to do. www.roatanislandvacationrentals.
com or call Debbie at 714-801-4257. Mention N.G. for discount.

OPEN HORSE STABLE
Large indoor/outdoor stall available for the right horse at our 
beautiful privately owned stable in Nellie Gail Ranch. The stall 
comes with trail access, full care and feedings in the morning 
and evening, large barn, tack room, bathing area, and nearly 
three fenced acres of pasture to explore. Please inquire with 
owner/operator - Heidi Codorniz (949) 246-3460

NELLIE GAIL HOME FOR RENT
Estate on 1.5-acre equestrian-zoned land with mountain and 
city views. Quiet cul-de-sac, solar, EV charger. Remodeled 
5-bed, 4-bath open floor plan. Oversized family room, formal 
dining, updated master bath. $10k-$15k/month. Call Patrice 
949-813-3938 or Martin 951-288-6098.

SONOMA VACATION RENTAL
In beautiful Sonoma, private 5-acre estate in West Dry Creek 
with Old Vine Zinfandel/Cabernet Sauvignon vineyard. Un-

der 5 miles to downtown Healdsburg. Countryside, storybook 
home (3 bed/3 bath). Breathtaking valley/vineyard views. Pri-
vate road/gates by neighboring winery. Pool, spacious deck 
amongst towering redwoods. Significant discount for our Nel-
lie Gail neighbors. Text:818-633-1244.

AUTOS FOR RENT
2023 Ford Transit, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent, seats 15 or 
can haul things around after removal of seats. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 2019 Lincoln 
Navigator in red, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 

HOST FAMILY - FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT
Open your home to a French, Italian, or Spanish exchange stu-
dent this summer for 3 weeks. Stipend available. Contact Alex 
at alex@oui-connect.com or 415-395-6160.

THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY OF CULTURAL JEWS 
Secular Humanist Jewish Holiday celebrations and oth-
er activities. Low cost annual membership includes group 
events. Nonmembers welcome to gatherings for a nominal 
fee. www.pccjews.org

NEWCOMERS CLUB OF SADDLEBACK VALLEY 
is a nonproĀt, nondenominational Women’s Club. Groups 
include book clubs, gadabouts (excursions), cards, walk-
ing, golĀng, and potlucks. Monthly luncheons at diýerent 
venues feature speakers or entertainment. Attendance is 
optional. We’d love you to join us, regardless of residency 
or duration in the area. Learn more at ncsvonline.org.
_______________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The classiĀed advertisements contained within 
the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed 
or recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees June not be held 
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products 
of persons who place advertisements in the ClassiĀed section.

SOCIAL / MEET-UP

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS
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Group & Private Lessons for riders of all ages and 
skill levels, including Western, using our riding 

school horses and ponies. From beginner to ad-

vanced.

For more information contact us today at 

(949)448-0823 

www.haydenandclarkesporthorses.com

Hayden Clarke Sport Horses

Developing Rising Stars in Show Jumping
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Business Center

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place advertisements 
in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said 
advertisements is not aþliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

REAL ESTATEHOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS & SERVICES

RECREATION & SPORTS 

*
*

*

Disclaimer: Advertisers marked with an asterisk () are Nellie Gail Ranch residents.*

*

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
PONY EXPRESS MAIL               

PONYEXPRESS@
NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 

CALL: (949) 425-1477

*

*

*

*

*

*



Transform Your Space with

Modern Elegance

Principle Design & Construction offers a stress-free

experience, combining creative design and construction

expertise. A single point of contact ensures clear

communication and results. Every project, regardless of

size, receives meticulous attention, fostering lasting trust.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY

CONSULTATION!

Visit us at www.principledc.com  or call +949.302.0182

to schedule your appointment.
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I recently had the pleasure of hosting our Garden 

Club, where I shared my orchid collection along 

with the knowledge I’ve gathered over the years 

caring for these beautiful plants. It was a wonderful 

morning spent outdoors, connecting with neighbors 

and talking about all things gardening.

My collection is primarily made up of Phalaenopsis 

(fuh-len-OP-sis) orchids, commonly known as moth 

orchids. These are widely available at local retailers 

and are a great option for beginners. Stores like 

Trader Joe’s often carry them at very reasonable 

prices, though more unique varieties can sometimes 

be found at specialty nurseries.

Like many gardeners, I’ve had my share of trial 

and error—I’ve certainly lost a few along the way. 

However, I’ve found a care routine that works well in 

our local climate and helps keep orchids healthy and 

blooming year after year.

One of the most important things to know is that an 

orchid is not dead just because it has lost its āowers. 

In fact, with proper care, these plants can live for 

decades! Most orchids will bloom once or even 

twice a year, with āowers lasting anywhere from two 

to six months.

When you Ārst bring an orchid home, it is typically 

planted in a moisture-retaining “plug” made of 

materials such as sphagnum moss or coco coir. 

While helpful in a greenhouse setting, this plug can 

retain too much water in a home environment and 

may lead to root rot over time. For this reason, it’s best 

to remove it once the plant has Ānished blooming. 

Also, despite common advice, orchids should not be 

watered with ice cubes—these are tropical plants 

and prefer room-temperature water.

The roots will indicate when watering is needed: 

silvery gray roots mean the plant is thirsty, while 

Nellie Gail Garden Group
By Kase Rogers.
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green roots indicate suþcient moisture. While your 

orchid still has its plug, a simple watering method 

is to place a few inches of water in the bottom of a 

decorative pot and allow the orchid to soak for 10–15 

minutes once a week, then drain any excess water.

After the blooms have fallen, you can repot your 

orchid and remove the plug. Gently remove it from its 

pot, clear away the old growing material, and trim any 

dead or damaged roots using sanitized pruning shears. 

If the āower spike is still green, you may leave it, as it 

can sometimes produce additional blooms. Just trim 

away the portion that has already āowered, as it will not 

rebloom.

Repot using a mix of approximately 20% sphagnum moss 

and 80% orchid bark, ensuring the plant is secure but 

not tightly packed. This provides the orchid with the right 

balance of moisture and airāow. Ongoing care is simple: 

water weekly, fertilize every other week with an orchid 

fertilizer, and avoid getting water into the crown (the 

center) of the plant to prevent rot.

For best results, orchids prefer bright, indirect light and 

beneĀt from a slight drop in temperature in the fall, 

which helps trigger new āower spikes. In our area, this 

often occurs naturally near a window, but it can also 

be encouraged by slightly opening a window for a few 

evenings.

Locally, the orchid blooming season typically runs from 

December through March. As new growth begins, watch 

for spikes forming between the leaves. These diýer from 

aerial roots by their āat, mitten-like tips—spotting one is 

always exciting!

Orchids are a rewarding addition to any home, and 

with a little care, they can provide beautiful blooms for 

many years. If you receive one as a gift—or pick one 

up locally—don’t be discouraged when the āowers 

fade. With the right approach, your orchid can thrive 

and rebloom season after season. Happy Gardening, 

Kase Rogers.
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Ranch Recipe

Ingredients:
1. Tortilla chips

2. Grilled chicken or carne asada

3. Fresh corn, diced tomatoes, and jalapeños

4. Shredded cheddar and Monterey Jack 	   	

    cheese

5. Avocado, sour cream, salsa, and cilantro 	

    for topping

Preparation:
1. Preheat oven to 400°F and spread tortilla 	

    chips evenly on a baking sheet.

2. Layer chips with grilled meat, corn, 	    	

    tomatoes, jalapeños, and shredded cheese.

3. Bake for 8–10 minutes until cheese is 	    	

    melted and bubbly.

4. Remove from oven and top with avocado, 	

    sour cream, salsa, and fresh cilantro.

5. Serve immediately with lime wedges for a 	

    fresh summer flavor.

Summer Nachos
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June 2026June 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole

3

Annual Meeting 
and Election at 

6:30 pm 
@ 

the Hideout

4

Wine & Design 
(by appointment)

5 6

7 8 9

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

ARC Meeting
at 6:00pm

@ The
Association 

Oǽce

10

Reconvened 
Election at 6:30 pm 

@ 
the Hideout

11 12

Summer Concert 
Series

Wayward Sons
at Gallup Park

@ 7:00pm

13

14 15 16

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
•

Board Meeting
7:30pm @Club-

house

17 18 19

Trivia Night
Yacht Rock

@
The Watering 

Hole
6:30pm - 9:30pm

20

21 22 23

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole

24 25 26

Summer Concert 
Series

Surf City All Stars
at Gallup Park

@ 7:00pm

27

28 29

ARC Submittal

Deadline for

July 14th meeting

30

Taco Tuesday at
The Watering 

Hole
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