
Pony Express

August 2026

�e

Nellie Gail Ranch Community Newsletter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: PONY CAMP • FIRE PREPAREDNESS • TEAM DARKHORSE

Please Submit your 
responses to the 
Livestock Survey.



1 | The Pony Express

Broker #01947727

28202 Cabot Road, Suite 510. Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 © 2026 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While this information is believed to be correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, 

changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If  your 

property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Scan the QR code for a free 

comparative market analysis on 

your property today!

CURIOUS WHAT YOUR  

NELLIE GAIL HOME IS WORTH?

TRENT MASON | Realtor®/Partner

949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com
DRE#: 02018104

BRAD FELDMAN | Realtor®/Partner

949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com
DRE#: 01437125

HIGHER  STANDARDS  |  BETTER  RESULTS

FEATURED L ISTINGS BY TH E 

BRAD FELDMAN GROU P

2 5 7 6 1  H I G H P L A I N S  T E R R A C E

5-BR | 6-BA | APPROX. 5,805 SF

19,350 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 3 , 6 6 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 5 5 8 2  R A N G E W O O D  R O A D

4-BR | 3.0-BA | APPROX. 2,865 SF

19,800 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

2 7 0 7 0  H I D D E N  T R A I L  R O A D

5-BR | 6.5-BA | APPROX. 5,733 SF

36,340 SF LOT

S O L D  F O R  $ 4 , 3 1 0 , 0 0 0

2 5 9 0 1  N E L L I E  G A I L  R O A D

6-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 4,700 SF

10,496 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 2 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E U N D E R  C O N T R A C T S O L D

2 4 8 5 2  B U C K B O A R D  L A N E

6-BR | 3.5-BA | APPROX. 5,075 SF

NEED SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 6 0 4 1  S P U R  B R A N C H  L A N E

8-BR | 11-BA | APPROX. 7,372 SF

15,525 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 5 4 0 2  G A L L U P  C I R C L E

4-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 5,000 SF

17,000 SF LOT

L I S T E D  F O R  $ 4 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0

F O R  S A L E

2 7 7 7 3  H I D D E N  T R A I L  R O A D

5-BR | 4.5-BA | APPROX. 3,886 SF

21,600 SF LOT

S O L D  F O R  $ 3 , 0 7 2 , 5 0 0

S O L D
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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Brian Mitchell | General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Rob R. This | Operations Manager
rthis@nelliegailranch.org

Brent Tickel | Facilities & Compliance Manager
btickel@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild | Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Brenda Weber | Financial Transactions Coordinator
weber@nelliegailranch.org

Norma LeBaron| Events Coordinator
Nlebaron@nelliegailranch.org

David De La Mora | Communications Coordinator
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org

www.nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

Clubhouse Reception
clubhouse@nelliegailranch.org

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

OfÏce: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Nikki Garcia | Equestrian Center Manager
ngarcia@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-7282

Board of Directors

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express maga-
zine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association 
(NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible for business 
practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said adver-
tisements is not afÏliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Opinions ex-
pressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no responsibility 
for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are di-
rectly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor s decision is final. Submissions selected for publication by 
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each specific issue. 
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any ma-
terials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors and employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.

Mark Fisk		  PRESIDENT

Loree Blough		  VICE PRESIDENT

Dan Sparks		  SECRETARY

Holly Permeh		  CO-TREASURER

Josh Nessa            	 CO-TREASURER



Important Numbers

Mission Statement

To take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
preserve and improve the unique value of living 
in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the overall 

sense of community.

(949) 425-1477	 Association Office

(949) 831-6660	 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis and Swim Club

(949) 533-7282	 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(657) 825-8930         The Watering Hole

(949) 533-7282	 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(949) 439-2251	 Quezada Professional Landscape

(877) 728-0446	 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500	 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343	 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200	 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045	 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange

911	 Emergencies

211	 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011	 Sheriff s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600	 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650	 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abate-
ment

(800) 611-7343	 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

(714) 573-6000    Fire Authority

(714) 971-2421      Vector Control

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 30354, Tampa, FL 33630-3354

or drop off at the Association OfÏce.

The next Open Session Board Meeting and Open 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for August 18, 
2026, and will be held at the Association Clubhouse.

 

Executive Session starts at - 6:00 pm and Open 
Session - 7:30 pm

The agenda will be posted in the Association OfÏce 
and on the NGR website on the Friday prior to the 
meeting, or you may contact the Association OfÏce 
to obtain agenda information. All homeowners are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the meetings.

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has sever-
al committees comprised of Homeowners that pro-
vide support to the Board of Directors on selected 
Community topics. For more information or to join 
any of our Committees, please contact the Associa-
tion OfÏce at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Events Committee

Fire Prevention Committee

Nellie Gail Ranch Historical Society

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails Committee

Architectural Review Committee

Architectural Review Committee meetings are gener-
ally held the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 
pm. Completed applications must be submitted to the 
Association OfÏce at least 10 business days prior to the 
ARC meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue 
of the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and 
ARC meeting dates.

Association Committees

Board of Directors Meetings



Each year the Board confirms volunteer appointments 
to Nellie Gail Ranch Committees. At the July 

Board Meeting there were 42 appointments to 

nine Committees. We are grateful for the time 
and commitment each of our volunteers puts into 
their committees in behalf of the Nellie Gail Ranch 
community. We can see the positive impact they 

have all around us!

 

This month we would like to spotlight the Architectural 

Review Committee’s efforts. In 2026 we are trending 
toward 140 plan reviews down from 215 in 2025. The 
approval rate is trending at 76% the past five years.

 

Plan Reviews

Most denials result from the following missing 
information:

• Color and material samples not provided for painting   
and hardscape improvements (pavers, driveways, 
planters, walls, decks etc.)

• Plans should include measurements reflecting 
dimensions, height and setbacks from easements 
and property lines.

• Submittal of renderings in place of items 1 and 2 
above. While renderings can assist with visualizing 

a planned improvement, they do not accurately 
portray materials, colors or dimensions.

 

The www.NellieGailRanch.org website has a 

comprehensive checklist to guide you along 

the path to approval. Search for “ARC Submittal 

Checklist” to locate the Exhibit B Form.

https://nelliegailranch.org/wp-content/uploads/

Exhibit-B-Submittal-Checklist-4-2014.pdf

 

Conditions of Approval

The Committee often approves plans with conditions 
to bypass the need for requiring resubmittals. Typical 

conditions for drainage would be a requirement to 
drain toward the front of the home. A typical condition 
for fencing includes the requirement that they be 
installed outside of the easement. For planting a 
typical condition is a requirement that “sufÏcient 
plants are to be placed to provide a minimum ground 

coverage of 75 percent within 12 months”.

 

Solar panels always receive the following conditions

1.	 Wiring is to be routed through walls and attics or 

housed in conduit painted to match the adjacent 
surface.

2.	 The frame of the solar array is to be a dark color, 
not a clear anodized aluminum.

3.	 Supporting electrical equipment (e.g., AC 
disconnect, combiner, inverter, batteries, etc.) is 
to be housed inside or screened from the street 
and adjacent properties.

4.	 The solar system must be installed flush / parallel 
to the roof.

5.	 A minimum of 1 course of roof tile is to be placed 
between the solar panel edge and the drip edge 

of the roof.

6.	 No trees are to be removed or trimmed to 

facilitate the installation and operation of the 
panels without prior Committee approval

. 

Notice of Completion for Return of Deposit

After you complete your project it is time to submit 
your Notice of Completion to get your deposit back. 
The top three reasons for not approving return of 
deposits are the following:

1.	 Submitting the Notice of Completion before all 
items are complete including removal of porta-
potties and construction equipment.

2.	 Not building in compliance with the approved 

plan.
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Operations Manager's Message

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE UPDATE: 
HELPING HOMEOWNERS BUILD WITH CONFIDENCE

By Brian Mitchell

Manager's Message



Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321 DRE #00452321

Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 40 years!  
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE AIR !!!  IS IT TIME TO SELL ???

If you have been considering selling your home, now may be the best time in many years.  And it may be the best time for 
several years to come. �e inventory of homes for sale is exceptionally low, and buyer demand remains high. Despite the 
doubling of interest rates, prices are holding strong for now. Please give me a call to discuss the details of moving up to 

a new home, or downsizing if the time is right for that lifestyle change.

Nellie Gail Ranch $2,525,000 Mission Viejo $1,830,000 Mission Viejo  $1,960,000

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?  
Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal:  marty@martysamuel.com 

Nellie Gail sales based on MLS data since Oct 1989 

3.	 Not meeting conditions of approval. 

Wine and Design Complimentary Consultation.

The ARC appreciates the many homeowners who are 

investing in their homes and wants to help improve the 

review process and increase first review approvals. Our 

Wine & Design Consultation provides an opportunity 

for homeowners to enjoy a complimentary glass 

of wine while meeting with the ARC consulting 

architect Jeff Smith to walk through your project 
concepts and the submittal process. Consider also 

bringing your architect and/or proposed contractor in 
to meet with Jeff Smith to receive guidance on what 
the plans should include, what setbacks may need 
to be incorporated and what materials and colors 

should be provided. This meeting can potentially give 

you some great ideas to incorporate and will help 

streamline the review process. Contact the business 

ofÏce at 949-425-1477 Tuesday through Thursday to 
schedule your Wine & Design appointment.

 

Postcards and Signs

Prior to ARC review, our ofÏce posts signs in front 
of homes identifying a plan has been submitted 

for review. Additionally, postcards are mailed to 
homeowners directly adjacent to the property. If you 
receive a postcard or see a sign, you may contact 
Diane Goodchild at the business ofÏce at 949-425-
1477 Tuesday through Thursday to schedule an 

appointment to review the plans.

 

Closing Comments

Our commitment to you is to provide guidance to 

facilitate the review process. If you have been holding 
off doing any projects because you aren’t sure how to 
move forward, please give us a call.
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The Architectural Review results are accessible online for your convenience. You can easily view them by 
scanning the QR codes provided below:

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEWS RESULTS
ARE AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Architectural Review

July 2026

QR Code

Architectural Reviews

7 | The Pony Express

Minutes

June 2026

QR Code
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Having the right fire extinguisher—and knowing how 
to use it—can help stop a small fire before it becomes 
a major emergency.

 
Types of Fire Extinguishers for Home Use

• ABC Dry Chemical – Best all-around extinguisher for 
homes. Effective on wood, paper, trash, flammable 
liquids, and electrical fires.

• Water (Class A) – For wood, paper, and cloth fires 
only. Never use on grease or electrical fires.

• Foam (AFFF) – Works on ordinary combustibles and 
flammable liquids but is less common for residential use.

• CO₂ (Carbon Dioxide) – Ideal for electrical fires 
and flammable liquids. Leaves no residue but is less 
effective outdoors.

• Kitchen (Class K) – Designed for cooking oil and 
grease fires. Recommended if you cook frequently.

 
How to Use a Fire Extinguisher (P.A.S.S.)

• Pull the safety pin.

• Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire.

• Squeeze the handle.

• Sweep from side to side until the fire is out

How Long Are They Good For?

Disposable home extinguishers generally last 10–12 years.

Rechargeable extinguishers can last 20 years or more 
with regular inspections and servicing.

Check the pressure gauge monthly and inspect 
annually. Replace or service any extinguisher that is 
damaged or has lost pressure.

How Long Will One Last?

Most home fire extinguishers discharge surprisingly 
quickly:

 
• ABC Dry Chemical: approximately 10–25 seconds

• Water: approximately 30–60 seconds

• Foam: approximately 30–60 seconds

• CO₂: approximately 8–20 seconds

Because discharge time is short, use an extinguisher 
only on small, contained fires while keeping a clear 

escape route. If the fire continues to grow, evacuate 
immediately and call 911.

 
Join Us at the 50 Years of Nellie Gail Ranch Then 
and Now Celebration!

 
Stop by the 50 Years of Nellie Gail Ranch Then 
and Now celebration to learn how to protect your 
home and family from fire. Fire safety experts will 
demonstrate the proper use of a fire extinguisher, 
answer your questions, and share valuable wildfire 
preparedness tips specific to our community.

 
Plus, you’ll have a chance to win a FREE home fire 
extinguisher in our prize drawings!

 
Whether you’ve never used a fire extinguisher or simply 
want a refresher, this is a great opportunity to gain 
hands-on knowledge that could make a difference in 
an emergency. We hope to see you there!

Operations Manager's MessageFire Preparedness

Fire Extinguishers: 
What Every Nellie Gail Ranch Homeowner Should Know

NELLIE GAIL REALTY

Tony Swift broker

(949) 799 8888

www.NellieGailRanch.net

Tony@TonySwift.com
                 
                                   DRE 01011176
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NELLIE GAIL IS ONE OF THE  
BEST PLACES TO RAISE A  

FAMILY IN ORANGE COUNTY. 

YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL  
SHOULD MATCH  

THAT STANDARD.

©Copyright 2026. St. Mary’s School, Aliso Viejo. Facilities #304270042

WORLD-SIZED HEARTS. WORLD-CLASS MINDS.

SELECT SPACES AVAILABLE FOR 2026–27.

www.smaa.org
VISIT. TOUR. APPLY.

St. Mary’s has served Orange County for over 30 years — combining a culture families love  
with IB learning, design thinking and a new design center built for what’s next.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL CONTACT ST.MARY’S ADMISSIONS TODAY,
TO RESERVE YOUR CHILD’S SPACE.

7 PURSUIT, ALISO VIEJO











This summer, young riders at the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Equestrian Center enjoyed a fun-filled Pony Camp, 
where they learned the fundamentals of horseback 
riding and horsemanship in a safe and encouraging 
environment. From first rides in the dressage arena 
to caring for their ponies and building confidence in 
the saddle, each day was filled with new skills, new 
friendships, and unforgettable memories.

A Moment in the Ring: Beneath beautiful summer 
skies at the Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center, a 
young camper experiences the thrill of her first ride 
during Pony Camp. Sitting tall and proud atop her pony 
in the dressage ring, she’s ready to ride—well on her 
way to building confidence, learning horsemanship, 
and creating unforgettable summer memories.

Getting Grounded: A young camper takes her first 
steps on horseback in the dressage  arena, learning 
proper posture and control under the watchful eye 
of her instructor.

Learning Horsemanship: Beyond the saddle, camp 
life is all about bond-building. Here, a camper 
practices mounting techniques as she builds a bond 

with her four-legged partner.

Guided Steps: One-on-one coaching gives young 
riders the encouragement they need, ensuring safety 
and confidence every step of the way.

NELLIE GAIL RANCH PONY SUMMER CAMP

Equestrian News
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Camp Complete: Smiling bright at the end of a 
rewarding session, a proud camper celebrates a 
fun-filled day of horsemanship, friendship, and 
equestrian skill-building.

Mastering the Ring: With focused eyes and steady 
hands, a young equestrian prepares to guide her 
pony through a series of exercises, perfecting 
balance and steering in the arena.

Building Confidence: Sitting tall and proud atop her 

pony in the dressage ring, a rider pauses for a quick 
photo—ready to ride and make lasting summer 
memories

18 | The Pony Express

Group & Private Lessons for riders of all ages and 
skill levels, including Western, using our riding 

school horses and ponies. From beginner to ad-

vanced.

For more information contact us today at 
(949)448-0823 

www.haydenandclarkesporthorses.com

Hayden Clarke Sport Horses

Developing Rising Stars in Show Jumping
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-EfÏcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.

                                                             ith more than 20 years of experience in private wealth management, 
Mai Park works with engineers, executives and families from 
companies like Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin, 
SpaceX and Tesla. She founded Mai Park Capital, in partnership with 

Pence Wealth Management, and specializes in developing wealth strategies 
tailored to the unique compensation structures and financial challenges of 
the aerospace and technology industries. 
         As a managing director at Pence Wealth Management, Mai is backed 
by an advisory team that manages over $2.7 billion in client assets and 
offers comprehensive services in retirement planning, tax strategy, estate 
coordination and investment management. She was recognized by Forbes as one 
of America’s Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in 2023, 2024 and 2025.

Over the past year, one of the most common conversations I have had 
with clients has been about Roth conversions. In fact, I have helped more 
clients evaluate and implement Roth conversion strategies recently than at 
almost any other point in my career. The reason is simple: many successful 
professionals, executives, engineers, and retirees are becoming increasingly 
concerned about future taxes.

For decades, Americans were encouraged to save aggressively into traditional 
IRAs and 401(k)s. Those contributions often provided valuable tax deductions 
along the way. However, many investors are now discovering that while 
they received tax benefits during their working years, they may have 
unintentionally created a significant future tax liability.

As retirement approaches, many people begin asking the same question:

“How much of my retirement account do I actually get to keep after taxes?”

That question often leads to a discussion about Roth conversions.

What Is a Roth Conversion?
A Roth conversion is the process of moving money from a traditional 
IRA, rollover IRA, SEP IRA, SIMPLE IRA, or certain employer-sponsored 
retirement plans into a Roth IRA. The key difference between these accounts 
is taxation. Traditional retirement accounts generally allow money to grow 
tax-deferred. However, every dollar withdrawn in retirement is generally 
subject to ordinary income taxes.

A Roth IRA works differently.
Once money is inside a Roth IRA, it can potentially grow tax-free, and 
qualified withdrawals are generally tax-free as well. A Roth conversion 
essentially means paying taxes today in exchange for potentially avoiding 
taxes on future growth and future withdrawals.

W 
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AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 
2026.

Mai Park Capital | Pence Wealth Management
Managing Director, Mai Park, CPWA®

Highlights
Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
Tax-EfÏcient Strategies
Portfolio Construction

Let's Talk.
Disclaimer: Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered 
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. AUM of $2.7 billion as of February 3rd, 2026.

990 W. 190TH ST., TORRANCE | 5000 BIRCH ST., WEST TOWER, NEWPORT BEACH 

949-220-1376 | MAIPARKCAPITAL.COM

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

E
D

 B
Y

 F
A

B
IE

N
 &

 L
A

U
R

A
 C

A
S

T
R

O

Highlights
• Wealth Management

• Retirement Planning
• Tax-EfÏcient Strategies
• Portfolio Construction

Is a Roth Conversion Right for You?
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27215 STAGEWOOD
SOLD FOR $3 ,150,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All 
measurements and square footages are approximate. Source: RealTreand closed sales volume 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024.

BEN TATE 

949.244.3748 

DRE 01871507

JERRY LAMOTT 

DRE 00469045

SARAH TATE 

DRE 01882269

TATELAMOTT.COM

SO
LD

25582 RAPID FALLS

SOLD FOR $4,120,000
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27101 SHENANDOAH

OFFERED AT $3 , 260,000

SO
LD

25602 RAPID FALLS

SOLD FOR $3, 245 ,000



With large windows and abundant California 
sunshine, many Nellie Gail Ranch homeowners are 
looking for ways to improve home security, reduce 
heat and protect their interiors. Safety and security 
window film can offer several benefits without 
requiring the replacement of existing windows. Often 
referred to as “shatterproof,” the more accurate term 
is shatter-resistant. The film does not make glass 
impossible to break. Instead, it is designed to help 
hold broken glass together and make the window 
more difÏcult to penetrate.

• Improved Safety

If a window breaks because of an accident, impact 
or attempted break-in, the film helps hold the glass 
fragments together. This may reduce the risk of 
sharp glass scattering into the home.

• Additional Home Security

Security film can make it more difÏcult and time-
consuming for someone to enter through a broken 
window. It is not burglar-proof, but the added 
resistance may discourage an intruder or provide 
additional time for an alarm to activate. For stronger 
protection, homeowners should ask whether the film 
will be installed with a security attachment system 
that connects it to the window frame.

• Reduced Heat

Certain security films also include solar-control 
technology that reduces the amount of solar 
heat entering the home. This can make rooms 
with significant sun exposure more comfortable, 
particularly during warmer months. Not every 
security film provides meaningful heat reduction, 
so homeowners should confirm that the product 
includes solar-control properties.

• Less Glare

Solar-control film can reduce glare on televisions, 
computer screens and other surfaces while still 
allowing natural light into the home. Different shades 
and levels of light transmission are available.

• Protection From UV Rays

Many professionally installed window films are 
designed to block more than 99 percent of ultraviolet 

rays. This can help slow the fading of flooring, 
furniture, artwork, rugs and window treatments. 
Window film cannot prevent all fading, since heat 
and visible light also contribute to damage, but it can 
provide an additional layer of protection.

• Potential Energy Savings

By reducing solar heat entering through the windows, 
certain films may reduce the amount of time an air-
conditioning system must operate. Actual savings 
depend on the type of film, the home’s windows, sun 
exposure, insulation and energy use.

• Possible Insurance Benefits

Some insurance companies provide discounts for 
approved home-security improvements. Security 
window film does not automatically reduce 
homeowners insurance premiums, and discounts 
vary by carrier. Homeowners should contact their 
insurance provider before installation and ask 
whether the specific product or security upgrade 
qualifies for a discount.

• Maintains the Appearance of the Home

Clear and lightly tinted products are available for 
homeowners who want added protection without 
significantly changing the appearance of their 
windows. Reflective or darker films may be more 
visible from outside the property. Before installation, 
residents should confirm whether approval is 
required by the Nellie Gail Ranch Architectural 
Review Committee. 

• Professional Installation Matters

The performance of security film depends on the 
quality of the product, the type of glass, the window 
frame and the installation method. Homeowners 
should select an experienced installer and request 
written information regarding product testing, 
warranties, film thickness, heat reduction and 
compatibility with their existing windows.

Security window film is not an unbreakable barrier. 
However, when properly selected and professionally 
installed, it can provide homeowners with an added 
layer of safety, security, comfort, and protection.

AN ADDED LAYER OF PROTECTION FOR YOUR HOME
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August is Children's Eye Health & Safety Month, making it the perfect time to prioritize your child's vision
before heading back to school. Healthy eyesight plays a vital role in learning, reading, sports, and
everyday development, yet many vision problems can go unnoticed because children often don't realize
they are not seeing clearly.

A comprehensive eye exam can detect conditions such as nearsightedness, farsightedness, lazy eye,
crossed eyes, and other eye health concerns early—when treatment is often most effective. Ensuring
your child has clear, comfortable vision can help set them up for success both in and out of the
classroom.

As you prepare your back-to-school checklist, don't forget to include your child's eye health. Whether
your child is due for an eye exam or you've noticed signs of vision changes, the team at Tayani Institute is
here to help keep their eyes healthy for the school year ahead.

At Tayani Institute, our board-certified pediatric ophthalmologist, Dr. Majid
Roubach, specializes in diagnosing and treating eye conditions in infants,
children, teens & adults. With compassionate, family-centered care, Dr.
Roubach is dedicated to helping patients of all ages achieve their best
possible vision in a comfortable environment. Dr. Roubach completed
fellowship training in cornea research, pediatric ophthalmology, and
strabismus surgery at University of Illinois at Chicago.

Back-to-School Vision

Early Detection Matters

Children’s Eye Health & Safety Month

Schedule Before School Starts

Expert Pediatric Eye Care

@TayaniInstitute

Discover Advanced
Personalized Pediatric

& Adult  Eye Care

25200 La Paz Rd, Ste #100,
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Request an
Appointment

(949) 489-2218
www.TAYANI.com



WHO IS TEAM DARKHORSE?

- by Karen L. Robbins

HEY, KAREN, HOW WOULD TEAM DARKHORSE 
LIKE TO DO A FUNDRAISER AT THE CONCERT 

FRIDAY NIGHT?

Local real estate broker Trent Mason, enthused 
as ever, had called regarding supporting us in 
our mission. He and his partner, Brad Feldman, 
sponsored the concert but would be out of town. 
As they have in the past, they invited us to be there 
with our team, promoting our cause. And we thank 
them for that!

Meanwhile, with new families moving in and new 
friends attending the concerts, there are many who 
are not familiar with our goal. So we’d like to refresh 
your memory and describe what we do below.

Team Darkhorse is the all-volunteer, IRS 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit formed in 2010 following the Laguna Hills 
City Council’s formal vote to “adopt” 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines. Our organization is comprised of 
board members and other supporters who assist 

us in setting and accomplishing our mission of 
supporting, encouraging, and comforting our 
adopted Marines. We actively seek and welcome 

new members and guarantee you a rewarding 

experience!

WHAT IS THE MISSION OF 3RD BATTALION, 5TH 
MARINES?

3/5 as the Battalion is informally called (and whose 
self-given nickname is Darkhorse, is a U.S. Marine 
Corps infantry battalion comprised of up to 1,000 
Marines based at Camp Pendleton, whose missions 
may be on land or at sea. When deployed, the 
Battalion serves both military and humanitarian 

roles, depending on current needs.

WHERE ARE THE 3/5 MARINES NOW?

The Battalion deployed in April as the infantry 
element of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (11th 
MEU), serving aboard U.S. Navy ships.

From the ofÏcial website:
The Boxer ARG and 11th MEU carries approximately 

5,000 Sailors and Marines across three ships: 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS *Boxer* 
(LHD 4), San Antonio-class amphibious transport 
dock ship USS *Portland* (LPD 27), and Whidbey 
Island-class dock landing ship USS *Comstock*. 
Operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations, 
it is capable of launching and landing helicopters 
and amphibious landing craft, making it critical to 

Team Darkhorse
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both combat power projection and humanitarian 
assistance efforts across the Indo-Pacific region.
While the Marines are deployed, we aim to support 
and encourage them by shipping highly valued 

“comfort” items that we at home often take for 
granted. Examples include fresh pairs of socks, 
protein bars, hydration powder, and personal 
hygiene supplies. These items are both practical and 

morale boosters for the young Marines. We strive to 
serve with the same spirit they have demonstrated 

throughout their proud history—Semper Fi. 

Most recently, we were able to support a shipment 
of care packages, containing protein bars, beef 
jerky and other treats by partnering with another 
organization (Words Of Comfort, Hope and Promise) 
in order to guarantee that every Darkhorse Marine 

receives a package.

Meanwhile, the Battalion remains deployed through 
September or longer, and we welcome donations 
to support the cause!

TEAM DARKHORSE - 3D Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division 
Support Committee is the (all volunteer) IRS 501 (c) 3 non 
profit org formed in 2010, following the Laguna Hills 
City Council formal vote to adopt this Camp Pendleton 
Infantry Unit. For more information, to volunteer, or make 
a donation please contact President, Karen Robbins at 
35robbins@gmail.com

24 | The Pony Express

(Photo of our President Doug Tennant presenting a check to Cynthia Martinez, Chairman of Words of Comfort, Hope and Promise.)



25 | The Pony Express

SEND US YOUR AD - EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG - 
NOTE  CLASSIFIEDS  IN THE SUBJECT LINE - ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL 
RANCH RESIDENTS | $10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS

SERVICES

TWO FOR THE SHOW – MUSIC DUO
Planning an event? TWO FOR THE SHOW offers custom-
ized playlists, from soft rock to dance hits. Visit “Two For The 
Show Orange County” on YouTube for samples. Contact at 
949.643.0949 (no texts) or twofortheshowsocal@gmail.com.

COMPLETE OFFICE AND BUILDING CLEANING
Trustworthy, insured, and with 30 years of experience, of-
fering janitorial services, building maintenance, floor care, 
carpet cleaning, and more. Nellie Gail Resident Owned 
Business. Call 949-310-4996.

SPANISH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Maria provides Spanish tutoring for all ages and levels. With 
15+ years of experience, offering services for elementary, 
high school, college, conversation, and translations. Call or 
text at 949-836-0846 or email mparser@yahoo.com.

EXPERIENCED AND PATIENT MATH TUTOR
A lifelong Nellie Gail resident with a Master s in Aerospace En-
gineering, offering math tutoring for high school, community 
college, and ACT/SAT. One-on-one tutoring for better under-
standing. Call 949-231-0977 or email ecaiusa@yahoo.com.

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN YOUR HOME
Learn the music you love from Popular, Classical, Jazz, and 
Blues. Children and adults welcome. I have B.A. Degrees 
in Music and Child Psychology and have been teaching 25 
years. My website is www.thekeyboardlady.com. Email me 
at marshyvonne13@gmail.com or call 949-637-8208.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog walking, and pet taxi 
services in South Orange County. Vickie Reyes, caregiv-
er, ensures purrfect care for your companions. Licensed, 
bonded, insured, with pet CPR and first aid certification. 
Visit www.caringfurangels.com or call 949-525-1670.

PET SITTING
Seeking a loving, reliable, flexible resident for house/pet 
sitting. Call 805-714-6153 for active lifestyles and travel. 
Flexible for visits and stays.

PIANO IS FOR PRESCHOOLERS, TOO!
Piano lessons for children aged two and up, enhancing con-
centration, memory, brainpower, and listening skills. Devel-
op diligence, perseverance, and confidence for success in 
school and life. Visit www.PianoIsForPreschoolersToo.com 
or call 949/246-6492.

CALLING ALL EQUESTRIANS
Explore Equivont.com for a one-stop solution to eques-
trian needs. Find horses for sale, supplements, grooming 
products, trainers, clinics, and more. A Nellie Gail Resident 
Owned Business.

BEAUTY COUNTER CONSULTANT
Contact Michelle Hudgins at 949-874-4466 for Beauty 
counter consulting. Visit https://www.beautycounter.com/
michellehudgins for Clean and Vegan products.

ALL SUBJECTS TUTOR 
Give your child the opportunity to be taught by someone 
who understands the frustration behind learning new con-
cepts. I’m a 4.7 GPA high school junior that would love to 

tutor your kids. Please call or text (949) 516-8078 if you are 
interested. 

LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
Grant, a licensed therapist, specializes in teens and young 
adults. Call (714) 276-8957 for a free consultation or visit www.
grant-waggoner.clientsecure.me. Office in Dana Point. Li-
cense: California / 125452.

BABY SITTING SERVICES
My name is Jessica. I am a preschool teacher with 9 years 
experience that lives in Nellie Gail. I offer occasional and 
overnight babysitting services. Contact 949-295-2602 or 
jjayess9418@gmail.com.

SPRAY TANNING – MOBILE!
EverTan provides mobile spray tanning services in Orange 
County. Natural, even tan with top-quality organic formulas. 
Call/text Kaydance at 951-355-8044 or email myevertan@
gmail.com. Visit www.myevertan.com.

DOG WALKING
April, a loving, reliable Nellie Gail resident, offers dog walking 
services. Call 949-310-4996 for a meet and greet.

BABY SITTING
My daughter who’s a junior in high school and lives in Nel-
lie Gail would love to babysit and/or pet sit. She is respon-
sible, good with kids, and loves animals. $20/hr. Rose-
mary (949)-633-4194.

FLOWER POWER
Vine + Dandy, a Nellie Gail floral design studio, creates unique 
arrangements for same-day delivery, weddings, and events. 
Check IG: @vinedandy or www.vinedandy.com. Contact Mi-
chelle at 714-756-0412.

SPRING-CLEANING HELP
Is your spring-cleaning project too big to tackle? Let me help take 
the stress out of your decluttering and organizing project. I provide 
a patient, judgement free process that will help you see all that is 
possible at an affordable price. Call Lisa at 714-337-9624.

CPA WITH 20+ YEARS' EXPERIENCE
In tax and accounting for small to mid-size businesses and 
high-net-worth individuals. Services include tax planning, 
preparation, and consulting across CA, NY, TX. Clients in-
clude law partners, doctors, dentists, real estate investors. 
Contact Juliezzhu@yahoo.com or call (949) 627-7688.

BABYSITTER
Ability to thoughtfully connect with and care for children 
of all ages. Early retired HR professional and live nearby. 
Excellent references. Please contact Kimber at (949) 836-
6742

PREMIUM PET & IN-HOME SITTING SERVICES 
Including drop in and overnight stays.   Serving Orange 
County for 20+ years.  Referrals upon request. Contact me 
at (949) 338-4696 - lorilewis2812@gmail.com

PET SITTING
Experienced graduate student offering pet sitting: in-
home, overnight, and walking. Rates tailored to based ser-
vice and frequency. Contact for reliable care: (949) 573-
2992 or jeritretter@gmail.com

Classified Ads
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VIOLIN LESSONS
Patient, outgoing and kind violin instructor for ALL ages. 
Studying violin @UCLA and available until late September. No 
experience needed. Please text Leo at 949-899-2245

MATH/PHYSICS TUTOR
High School math/science teacher, 30 years of experience. AP, 
Honors and Standard classes for math and physics including: 
Algebra I/II, Geometry, PreCalculus, AP Calculus AB/BC, and 
Physics A/B. AP/SAT. BSEE, UCLA. Call 714-296-2544 or email 
dkrutcik@gmail.com, ask for Dave.

BIKE GURU: BIKE BUILDING AND REPAIR. 
Nellie Gail resident offering bicycle repair, custom builds, bike 
boxing. Electric Bikes, trikes, and scooters. Specialize in moun-
tain bike suspension and performance. Fair prices, quick turn 
around. Ask for Jeff, 949-285-8663. 

PIANO INSTRUCTION IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.
Member of Music Teachers’ Association of California. 
With 24 years of teaching experience and hundreds of  
successful students. Certificate of Merit preparation available.  
Students grow, gain confidence and reach their full musical  
potential.  (949) 533-8434 minoom12@yahoo.com

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS,  SERVICES & REPAIRS,  
Autocad design and Advice with 30 years experience pro-
vided by retired Construction  Engineer at 949-342-5885 
Nellie Gail resident

PET ACCESSORIES AND CUSTOM SHIRTS
Create the perfect gift! I make bandannas embroidered with 
your pet’s name. I can also make custom embroidered shirts 
or iron-on-vinyl shirts. Nellie Gail Ranch resident. See exam-
ples at natureknitted.com or contact: natureknitted@gmail.
com Text: (949) 683-0154

HANDY MAN
Local, reliable, insured, and experienced. Longtime Aliso Vie-
jo resident with a strong mechanical and maintenance back-
ground. Detail-oriented, professional, and honest. I provide 
informed advice, only take on jobs within my scope, and refer 
out when needed. Call or text John at (949) 527-2210.

SOFTWARE/C++ DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Need a software developer? Email services@alignofcode.
com, text or call (949) 216-4146

HONEY-DO HEROES OC AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN SERVICES
From plumbing to electrical repairs, we are here to tackle the 
small jobs that make a big difference in your home. Providing 
door & lock installs, drywall patching, painting touch-ups and 
kitchen / bath fixture upgrades and much more. Call William 
today at 949-329-8779 for a free estimate 

DYMEK’S FREEDOM PLUMBING
52 years industry experience 1000 5-🌟🌟🌟🌟🌟reviews Trusted 
Emergency Homeowners Insurance Contractor Quick re-
sponse to handle any emergency repairs. FreedomPlumb-
ing.com License #764483 C-36 C-42 • (949) 582-3376

ALL SUBJECTS TUTOR 
Help prepare and refresh your kids for the upcoming se-
mester! I’m a HS student with a 4.5 GPA and over 3 years of 
tutoring experience. I can provide local references. Please 
contact me at 949-516-8078. FRESH HONEY FOR SALE
Local honey at $15.00 per 12 oz jar. Contact Alberta at Hey 
Honey 949-646-2606 for honey sales, backyard hive rescues.

CAREGIVING SERVICES
My name is Anthony i am a Caregiver with 20 years experi-
ence. Let me know the hours that you need me. Contact: 562-
303-4973 or email me at an2ny0830@yahoo.com Referrals 
available upon request.

INTERIOR DESIGNER 
One Offs + Co. Patricia Shah 310.927.7595 IG: @onesoffandco

SWEETS DOODLES
Supreme Golden doodle breeder in South Orange County. 
Standard size puppies (50-75 lbs) born and raised at home. 
Professionally trained with a two-year health warranty. Vis-
it www.sweetsdoodles.com or call Mark at 949-228-4606.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY FOR SALE. 
AKC Champion dog and is a female and born June 19, 2023. 
The sister has been adopted by a Nellie Gail homeowner, 
and the Breeder would like to keep the sister dogs togeth-
er. Paperwork is available. If interested please call Floyd at 
562-884-4566. The puppy is a kind and gentle dog.

1948 FORD DELUXE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE
Red, 350 Chevy engine, Chrome under hood, 28,000 
miles contact me for more information Sue, 949-533-3705

QUARTER SHARE IN 39’ SEA RAY
Newport Beach – $45K. Luxury boating via LLC partnership; 
shared slip, maintenance, and insurance costs. Prime New-
port Harbor location. Training available. Enjoy boating without 
full ownership hassle or expense. Contact Tony@IncTek.com

A DIFFERENT WAY TO DEAL WITH PAIN
Veterans battling Gulf War Syndrome and chronic pain 
face PTSD, anxiety, depression, and disc issues. Tradi-
tional meds cause side effects. One Veteran found re-
lief through microcurrent therapy. Learn more: https://
intellbio.com/equiscope-therapy-gulf-war-syndrome/ 
ContactDiane@HealthnCookies.com for info.

QIGONG ENERGY SESSIONS AND CLASSES
Craig Cooke, Doctor of Chinese Energetic Medicine pro-
vides qigong energy optimization and healing sessions in 
Nellie Gail. Online qigong classes are also  available. Qigong 
is a powerful healing and self-transformation modality. Visit 
C2energymedicine.com for more information.

CROSS TRAIN FOR TOTAL BODY WELLNESS
Train at home with Debra. Combining ballet barre, Pilates, 
and stretch for toning, lengthening, and flexibility. Call or 
text Debra at 949-350-5411 or email mcm623@cox.net.

NUTRITIONIST & PERSONAL TRAINER
Master mind and body at home with Iden Shahir. Functional 
weight training for weight loss/muscle gain. Contact at (949)633-
5410 or www.livefitwithiden.com. Instagram: @livefitwithiden.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Learn to swim or improve skills with CPR-certified coach. 2+ 
years coaching experience and 12+ years in water polo. Text/
call Donnie at 949-771-4044.

KURE IT WOMEN'S GUILD
Support cutting-edge cancer research with the KURE IT 

FOR SALE

HEALTH
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WOMEN’S GUILD (www.kureit.org/women-s-guild) through 
fundraising, education, and community outreach. Contact 
Kerri Hatfield at kckhatfield@gmail.com to learn more about 
how YOU can make a difference.

PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS
Expand yoga knowledge with Brittney Trujillo. 200hr Yoga 
Teacher with 10+ years experience. $80 per person for an 
hour session. Contact at 714.234.7627. 

PRIVATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY
Speakeasy Speech Therapy offers speech-language therapy at 
home or clinic. Improve language, speech, and cognitive skills. 
Contact (949) 287-8385 or rachel@speakeasy-speech.com.

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
The beautiful Island of Roatan, very safe, English speaking, easy 
to get to in only 6 hours. Popular for Scuba Diving & snorkel-
ing in turquoise crystal clear warm water. Three properties to 
choose from. Plenty to do. www.roatanislandvacationrentals.
com or call Debbie at 714-801-4257. Mention N.G. for discount.

OPEN HORSE STABLE
Large indoor/outdoor stall available for the right horse at our 
beautiful privately owned stable in Nellie Gail Ranch. The stall 
comes with trail access, full care and feedings in the morning 
and evening, large barn, tack room, bathing area, and nearly 
three fenced acres of pasture to explore. Please inquire with 
owner/operator - Heidi Codorniz (949) 246-3460

NELLIE GAIL HOME FOR RENT
Estate on 1.5-acre equestrian-zoned land with mountain and 
city views. Quiet cul-de-sac, solar, EV charger. Remodeled 
5-bed, 4-bath open floor plan. Oversized family room, formal 
dining, updated master bath. $10k-$15k/month. Call Patrice 
949-813-3938 or Martin 951-288-6098.

SONOMA VACATION RENTAL
In beautiful Sonoma, private 5-acre estate in West Dry Creek 
with Old Vine Zinfandel/Cabernet Sauvignon vineyard. Un-
der 5 miles to downtown Healdsburg. Countryside, storybook 
home (3 bed/3 bath). Breathtaking valley/vineyard views. Pri-

vate road/gates by neighboring winery. Pool, spacious deck 
amongst towering redwoods. Significant discount for our Nel-
lie Gail neighbors. Text:818-633-1244.

AUTOS FOR RENT
2023 Ford Transit, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent, seats 15 or 
can haul things around after removal of seats. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 2019 Lincoln 
Navigator in red, homed in Nellie Gail, for rent. Please contact 
Patrice 949-813-3938 or Martin 949-813-3938 

HOST FAMILY - FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT
Open your home to a French, Italian, or Spanish exchange stu-
dent this summer for 3 weeks. Stipend available. Contact Alex 
at alex@oui-connect.com or 415-395-6160.

THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY OF CULTURAL JEWS 
Secular Humanist Jewish Holiday celebrations and oth-
er activities. Low cost annual membership includes group 
events. Nonmembers welcome to gatherings for a nominal 
fee. www.pccjews.org

NEWCOMERS CLUB OF SADDLEBACK VALLEY 
is a nonprofit, nondenominational Women’s Club. Groups 
include book clubs, gadabouts (excursions), cards, walk-
ing, golfing, and potlucks. Monthly luncheons at different 
venues feature speakers or entertainment. Attendance is 
optional. We’d love you to join us, regardless of residency 
or duration in the area. Learn more at ncsvonline.org.
_______________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The classified advertisements contained within 
the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed 
or recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees June not be held 
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products 
of persons who place advertisements in the Classified section.

SOCIAL / MEET-UP

RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS
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Scenes from The

American revolution

The Augmented Experience
Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & the 1

two Saturdays of the month!
st



MUDD INDUSTRIES, INC
Landscape Architecture and 
Construction
(949) 716-7002
muddinc.com
[Back Cover]

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING, INC.
Re-Tile, Re-Roofs, Repairs
(949) 916-5393
pacificcrestroof.com
[Page 33]

STUDIO 6 ARCHITECTS
Architecture and Planning
(949) 388-5300
studio6architects.com
[Page 3]

THE FINISHING TOUCH FLOORING
Residential and Commercial 
Flooring Experts
(949) 770-1797
ftfloorsinc.com
[Page 37]

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE
(949) 648-1212
contact@quezadaprolandscape.com

[Page 18]

BRAD FELDMAN GROUP     \

MARTY SAMUEL
Realty ONE Group West
(949) 643-1321
marty@martysamuel.com
[Page 6]

TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Compass
(949) 472-9191
tatelamott.com
[Pages 20]

BRAD FELDMAN GROUP
Douglas Elliman
(949) 675-5198
brad.feldman@elliman.com
[Pages 1]

TONY SWIFT
(949) 799-8888
tony@tonyswift.com
www.nelliegailranch.net
[Pages 11]

EVOLUTION SWIM ACADEMY
(949) 388-4545
evolutionswim.com
[Page 8]

DP TENNIS ACADEMY
(949) 395-5297
dptennisacademy.com
[Page 10]

HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS AND CAMP
(949) 448-0823
mickeyhayden.com
[Page 18]

CRUISE PLANNERS

CAROLINE SWIFT
(949) 363-0430
carolinwift@cruiseplanners.com
[Page 27]

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
IPSprinter.com
[Page 28]

MOULTON MUSEUM
(949) 868-7386
moultonmuseum.org
[Page 18]

COASTAL ELEGANCE
(949) 226-6441
coastalelegancemedspa@gmail.com

coastalelegancemedicalaesthetics.com

[Page 32]

CUSIMANO FINANCIAL GROUP
(949) 863-5938
Jimmy.cusimano@nm.com

cfgwealth.nm.com
[Page 7]

MAI PARK CAPITAL
(949) 220-1376
MaiParkCapital.com

[Page 19]

St Mary’s School
(949) 448-9027
smaa.org

[Page 12]

29 | The Pony Express

Business Center

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail Ranch 
Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place advertisements 
in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in said 
advertisements is not afÏliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

REAL ESTATEHOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS & SERVICES

RECREATION & SPORTS 

*

*

Disclaimer: Advertisers marked with an asterisk () are Nellie Gail Ranch residents.*

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
PONY EXPRESS MAIL               

PONYEXPRESS@
NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG 

CALL: (949) 425-1477

*

*

*

*



MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP FEES

MON-FRI 

6am - 10pm
6am - 10pm
9am - 8pm

SAT-SUN

6am - 7pm
6am - 7pm
9am - 7pm
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So many people wonder why we all just love 

California. Well, it truly is the weather. 

It’s June 15th today, and I woke up to 67 degrees. It will 

be 82 degrees this afternoon. While much of the United 

States is experiencing extreme heat, we can open our 

windows and doors every morning and let the cool air 

in. This is what I do every day. We really do live outside

 

Sometimes I think we forget how fortunate we are. 

While much of the country deals with freezing winters, 

humid summers, tornadoes, hurricanes, snow shovels, 

or months spent indoors, we can step outside almost 

every day of the year. We drink our morning coffee on 

the patio, work in our gardens, take evening walks, and 

enjoy fresh air flowing through our homes.

 

The Dutch even have a word for this: “luchten.” It refers 

to airing out your home with fresh air, something many 

Dutch families do daily to improve air quality and reduce 

humidity. We are lucky that we can do the same thing 

almost every day of the year.

 

And because of our climate, we can grow all kinds of 

fruit trees and vegetables.

 

That is one of the great gifts of living in California. 

We don’t just enjoy the weather—we can grow food 

almost year-round. While many gardeners around the 

country are waiting for spring or preparing for winter, 

we are harvesting avocados, lemons, guavas, apples, 

tomatoes, and lettuce from our own backyards.

 

I often write about what can be grown here, but what 

grows best?

 

One of my favorites is the loquat. Ask your neighbors for 

seeds from their sweetest tree because some varieties 

are much sweeter than others. If you find a good one, 

grow it. In about four years, you can begin harvesting 

fruit. Every spring, loquats are ready to eat, and they 

need less water than many other fruit trees. This makes 

them one of the best trees to grow here in Nellie Gail.

Number two would be avocados. They love growing on 

our slopes because they enjoy water but also require 

excellent drainage. You will need to amend our soil and 

feed them regularly. Nursery varieties such as Reed, 

Hass, Gem, Lamb, Gwen, and Carmen all do well here. 

My personal favorites are Mexicola, Mexicola Grande, 

and the always delicious Fuerte.

 

If you have productive avocado trees, try planting a 

seedling. The pollination of your trees may create a 

completely new cultivar. It takes patience—five years 

or more—but the reward can be unique fruit unlike 

anything sold in stores. I currently have four seedling 

trees, all named after my grandchildren.

 

Apples grow very well here too. The Anna apple is 

usually the first to fruit in late spring. Gala, Fuji, and 

Pink Lady all perform well in our climate. One of my 

neighbors has a tree called Beverly Hills apple, and it is 

absolutely delicious.

 

Mulberries are another excellent choice. Pakistan, 

White, and Everbearing mulberries all grow well here. 

There are many varieties to choose from, and most 

are drought tolerant once established, much like the 

loquat.

 

Blenheim apricots can also thrive here because we 

receive just enough winter chill for them. I have one tree 

that produces heavily every year. Plant apricots in the 

colder areas of your yard if possible. They appreciate 

slopes and good drainage. After harvest, prune lightly 

to maintain shape and encourage future production. 

You can even grow them from seed. I usually have 

plenty available because I make jam from the fruit and 

freeze some as well.

 

Citrus can be a little more challenging. They enjoy 

slopes and drainage but are heavy feeders. I fertilize 

mine about four times a year and supplement with iron 

and minerals to keep the foliage deep green. Even 

Nellie Gail Garden Group
By Kase Rogers.



32 | The Pony Express

with all that effort, citrus can sometimes be finicky for 

me. Still, I wouldn’t want to be without my Meyer and 

Eureka lemons.

 

Guavas are another easy fruit tree for Southern 

California gardens. Most begin fruiting within about 

three years once established. They are not nearly 

as thirsty as avocados or citrus, and there are many 

excellent varieties available.

 

My favorites are Mexican Cream and Pink Tropical 

guava. Lemon guava and Cherry guava are fun to eat 

fresh, but the fruit is often too small for making jam. If 

you only have room for one or two trees, I would choose 

the larger-fruited varieties instead.

 

Don’t Forget the Vegetables

One of the greatest advantages of living in Southern 

California is that we can grow vegetables almost year-

round. During the cooler months, lettuce, kale, spinach, 

Swiss chard, and radishes thrive. As temperatures 

warm, tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, cucumbers, 

eggplant, and green beans take over the garden. My 

favorites are green onions and basil because I use 

them daily when preparing meals.

 

Many of these vegetables are easy to grow from 

seed and can be planted successively for continuous 

harvests. Whether you have a large yard or a few 

containers on a patio, there is almost always something 

you can be growing and harvesting.

 

That is one of the true joys of gardening in California. 

While much of the country is waiting for spring or 

preparing for winter, we are often harvesting fresh 

fruits and vegetables from our own backyards.

 

On Saturday, September 26, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., 

Nellie Gail Ranch will celebrate our 50th Anniversary 

with interactive and informational booths and activities. 

A concert and line dancing will follow from 3:30 p.m. 

to 6:30 p.m. Our garden group will participate by 

showcasing a variety of drought- and fire-resistant plants. 

 

Happy Gardening, Tina Corso tlc8386@gmail.com

begins with trust, care, & expertise”
“Where beauty and wellness 



33| The Pony Express

License # 986602

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING

SCAN NOW TO

SEE WHAT WE CAN

DO FOR YOU!

866.595.9991

  714.771.0118 

PACIFICCRESTROOF.COM

Fair & Accurate Price

Most Reliable & Respected Roofing Company in the Area

RELIABILITY STARTS AT THE

Specializing in:
Class A - Luxury Presidential Composite 

Shingles - Concrete Flat & Spanish Tile Re 

Roofs - Lift & Relay Re-Roof Existing Roof 

Tiles - Flat Roof Systems - Roof Repairs - Cool 

Roof Shingles & Concrete Roof Tiles - Low E 

Reflective Insulation Therma Sheeting 
Underlayment



The new Nellie Gail Ranch online store is open! The store features a variety of 
community-branded apparel, hats, bags, and accessories designed for residents of 
all ages.
 
Whether you’re looking for a comfortable shirt for everyday wear, a stylish hat 
for outdoor activities, or a unique gift for a friend or neighbor, there’s something 
for everyone. The collection offers a fun way to celebrate our 
community while showcasing the pride that makes Nellie Gail 
Ranch such a special place to live.
 
We invite you to browse the store, discover your favorite items, 
and show your Nellie Gail Ranch spirit wherever you go. Happy 
shopping!

SHOW YOUR PRIDE

NELLIE GAIL RANCH

Visit Store
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Puzzle Paddock
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Ranch Recipe

Ingredients:
1.	 2 racks baby back or St. Louis-style pork 

ribs

2.	 2 tbsp brown sugar

3.	 2 tbsp BBQ dry rub (or your favorite 

seasoning blend)

4.	 1 cup BBQ sauce

5.	 2 tbsp apple cider vinegar

Preparation:
1.	 Remove the membrane, then season the 

ribs with brown sugar and BBQ dry rub.

2.	 Wrap in foil and bake at 275°F for 2½–3 

hours until tender.

3.	 Brush with BBQ sauce mixed with apple 

cider vinegar.

4.	 Grill 5–7 minutes per side, basting with 

more BBQ sauce until caramelized.

5.	 Rest 5–10 minutes, slice, and serve with 

extra BBQ sauce.

Summer Classic BBQ Ribs
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