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Community Contacts
Board of Directors

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 425-1477
Fax: (949) 425-1478
www.NellieGailRanch.org
Brian Mitchell
General Manager
bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org
Dennis C. Moss
Operations Manager Parks & Recreation Facilities
dmoss@nelliegailranch.org
Jeff Hinkle
Facilities & Compliance Manager
hinkle@nelliegailranch.org
Diane Goodchild
Community Associate
goodchild@nelliegailranch.org
Monique DiBonaventura
Communications and Events Coordinator / Pony Express Editor
moniqued@nelliegailranch.org

Mark Fisk

PRESIDENT

Loree Blough

VICE PRESIDENT

Alex Presley

CO-TREASURER

Joyce Taylor

CO-TREASURER

John Park

SECRETARY

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners
Association (NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible
for business practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in
said advertisements is not affiliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.
Opinions expressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no
responsibility for content or claims made within.
The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are
directly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and
are in support of the Association’s purpose to preserve property values within the
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted
material and the editor’s decision is final. Submissions selected for publication by
the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each specific issue.
Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from any
materials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors & employees are
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.
NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take
photos that may be used in this publication.

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Office: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595
Charee Jones
Equestrian Center Manager
equestrian@nelliegailranch.org
Manuel Ruelas
Operations Manager
manuelr@nelliegailranch.org
Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-0241
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Important Numbers
(949) 425-1477

Association Office

(949) 831-6660

Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis & Swim Club

(949) 371-1595

Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(949) 533-0241

Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(800) 696-0678

Sunset Landscape (Irrigation Leaks)

(714) 971-2421

Vector Control

(877) 728-0446

CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500

Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343

SDG&E

(800) 427-2200

Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045

Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange EMA
911

Emergencies

211

County Service Information

(949) 770-6011

Sheriff’s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600

City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650

Laguna Hills City - Weed Abatement

(800) 611-7343

SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

Assessment Remittance Address
Please remit all assessments to:

Board of Directors Meetings
The October Board Meeting and Homeowner
Forum is scheduled for Tuesday, October
15th, 2019 with the meeting being held at 7:30
p.m. in the Association Clubhouse. All agenda
and support items must be submitted in
writing to the Association Office at least two
weeks in advance of the meeting to allow
Board Members ample time to review all
materials. The agenda will be posted in the
Association Office and on the NGR website
on the Friday prior to the meeting, or you
may contact the Association Office to obtain
agenda information. All homeowners are
welcomed and encouraged to attend the
meetings.

Architectural Review
Committee
Architectural Review Committee meetings are
generally held the second Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 pm at the Association Office. Completed
applications must be submitted to the Association
Office at least 10 business days prior to the ARC
meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue of
the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and
ARC meeting dates.

P.O. Box, 62053, Newark, NJ 07101-8060
or drop off at the Association office

Mission Statement
To take all reasonable and necessary steps
to preserve and improve the unique value of
living in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the
overall sense of community.

Association Committees
The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has
several committees comprised of Homeowners
that provide support to the Board of Directors on
selected Community topics. For more information
or to join any of our Committees, please contact the
Association Office at (949) 425-1477.
Architectural Review Committee
Emergency Preparedness Committee
Equestrian Committee
Landscape Committee
Security Committee
Trails & Safety Committee

Manager's Message
Nellie Gail Ranch
Members,
Another busy summer
behind us, another
busy winter before us!
But first let’s enjoy our
Nellie Gail Ranch fall
season. The evening
weather cools while
our days stay warm,
the sun shines, and the
leaves begin their color
transformation. It’s a great time to play tennis,
swim and horse back ride or hike the trails.

42 trees in City maintained areas just outside
of Nellie Gail Ranch. Of the 42 trees, 8 are
committed to La Paz just East of Gallup Circle
and 34 on Oso Parkway on slopes where trees
were previously removed between Tombstone
and Bridlewood. In acknowledgement of these
homeowner donated trees, the City will be
planting an additional 21 trees in the area. This is a
great example of Nellie Gail Ranch homeowners
showing their pride in the community. A future
issue of The Pony Express will present the before
and after photos of these plantings and hopefully
a group shot of the participating homeowners.
Lastly, I have to comment on the cover photo.
That is Margriet on the cover admiring herself
in the Dressage mirror. Margriet has a lot to be
proud of. Not only is she a beautiful Friesian Mare,
she is also a very accomplished competitor at
our Equestrian Center! Owned by Angie Waian
and trained by Jessica Havey, Margriet has
won several Grand Championship and Reserve
Grand Championship titles. One of my Nellie
Gail Ranch pleasures is being associated with
accomplished equestrian owners, trainers and
horses.

Meanwhile Nellie Gail Ranch staff also enjoy
fall and our opportunity to prepare for winter.
We will be begin the placement of sandbags
on trails and after the heat of summer can
finally begin planting again. See our Nellie Gail
SMART article inside this issue on Landscape
Committee tree planting. The article is focused
on replacing lost trees inside the community
and the replacement tree palette. However,
the current Committee and past Committee
Members and a few friends have also gathered
donations totaling $4,200 for the City of Laguna All the best and have a great October!!
Hills Tree Preservation Program for planting of

Welcome to Nellie Gail Ranch
Farhad & Mariam Kashani · Samuel & Cassandra Barton
Borzin Khadivi & Samira Kasravi · Jeffrey Zuckerman
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Architectural Reviews
The following properties submitted plans to be reviewed by the Architectural Review Committee
on September 10th, 2019.
The Next Deadline for ARC submittal is October 29th, 2019
ADDRESS

PROJECT

RESULTS

25101 Anvil

Solar

Approved with Conditions

25316 Stageline – Denied

Driveway, Rear Landscape/

Denied

25071 Mustang

Completion Extension

Approved with Conditions

27071 Lost Colt

Solar

Approved with Conditions

25752 Pecos

Painting, Solar, Roof

Approved with Conditions

27331 Hidden Trail

Solar

Approved with Conditions

27711 Hidden Trails

Addition to House

Denied

25671 Nellie Gail

Grading, Drainage

Denied

25362 Derbyhill

Pulled from review by homeowner

Pulled

27002 Rocking Horse

Roof, Windows, Paint –

Approved

25301 Rockridge

Entry Fence/Gate

Approved

26162 Glen Canyon

Patio Cover

Denied

27151 Hidden Trail

Rear Hardscape, Landscape

Denied

26861 Highwood

Completion Extension

Approved

27745 Hidden Trail

Solar

Approved with Conditions

25221 Mustang

Front Yard Landscape, Arbor

Approved

26882 Highwood

Roof

Approved

24861 Buckskin

Solar

Approved with Conditions

25241 Rockridge

Solar

Approved with Conditions

27511 Boothill

Completion Extension

Approved

26512 Saddlehorn

Garage Doors

Approved

Any exterior change to your home or property requires approval. Please consult the Architectural Guidelines
available at www.NellieGailRanch.org. Submissions for approval are due by 5:00 PM ten business days prior
to the meeting date. Please see the calendar at the back of the Pony Express or contact the Association
Office at (949) 425-1477 for specific meeting dates and deadlines or with any questions pertaining to your
proposed project.

6 | THE PONY EXPRESS

Board of Directors Meeting
NELLIE GAIL RANCH OWNERS
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
OPEN SESSION
MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2019
I.

A. REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETINGS
An Executive Session meeting was held on July
16, 2019. Actions taken included:
•
Approval of the June 18, 2019 & July 2,
2019 Executive Session Minutes.
•
Approval of annual legal retainer with
Whitney / Petchul.

CALL TO ORDER

The Open Session meeting of the Nellie Gail
Ranch Owners Association was called to order
at 7:32 p.m.
DIRECTORS PRESENT
Mark Fisk
John Park
Joyce Taylor
Loree Blough
Alex Presley

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION REPORT

DIRECTOR ABSENT

•
Reviewed status of legal and enforcement
matters.
•
Approved an addendum and change
order to the contract with Kairos Construction
implementing a completion date of September
30, 2019.
•
Approved renewal of the service
agreement with Swim Velocity / TriLa Vie

MANAGEMENT
Brian Mitchell, General Manager
Dennis Moss, Operations Manager, Parks &
Recreation Facilities

•
Deferred approval of an agreement with
Sea Stallion Scuba pending renegotiation of the
use fee.

•
Reviewed service agreements with
Evolution Swim Academy, Chip & Charge, and
II. CONSIDERATION
OF
HOMEOWNER MH Equine and directed negotiation parameters
APPEAL FOR WINDOWS AND PAINTING AT for each.
•
Approved
contract
with
Blueray
25272 ROCKRIDGE
Management
for
pool
maintenance
services.
Motion:
Fisk
Second:

Taylor

Resolution: To approve the appeal from the
owners of 25272 Rockridge for windows and
painting. Although the front and back windows
have dissimilar color and profile, the home
orientation is such that the two cannot be seen
at the same time from any angle.
The motion carried unanimously.
III. HOMEOWNER FORUM
A.

OPEN HOMEOWNER FORUM

•
Approved tree trimming and tree removal
contract with Quezada Landscape.
•
Approved contract with KWC Engineering
for trail engineering drawings.
•
Approved commencement of foreclosure
on two accounts.
•
Reviewed and filed the Collection and
Delinquency Reports.
•
Reviewed and filed report regarding
enforcement of homeowner fences.

•
Four (4) homeowners signed in for the forum and
•
addressed the Board regarding the agenda item
related to pickleball and the recent pickleball •
demonstration.

Reviewed and filed Violation Report.
Reviewed and filed Correspondence.
Received draft payroll budget reports.
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An Executive Session meeting was held on July C.
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
30, 2019. Actions taken included:
APPROVAL TO COMMENCE FORECLOSURE ON
•
Approved
payroll
budgets
and TWO ACCOUNTS
compensation for each cost center for the
2019/20 fiscal year.

Resolution: Per California Civil Code 5705( c ),
this item serves to document action taken by
•
Approved renewal of the Service the Board in executive session to involve the
Agreement with Sea Stallion Scuba for use of association’s collection attorney in delinquent
account proceedings, which may result in
Swim Facilities.
foreclosure action by the association against the
V. CONSENT CALENDAR
properties mentioned below:
Motion:
Park
Parcel
Assessments Total Amount
Second:
Blough
Number
Due
Due
627-441-18
$5,998.00
$9,607.11
Resolution: To approve Consent Calendar
$7,309.12
627-412-07
$3,135.71
resolutions for agenda items V-A through V-C,
and VIII-H & I (now identified in these minutes as Supplemental Delinquency Statistics for the
Open Session Minutes:
V-D-E).
•
Four (4) past owner delinquencies total
The motion carried unanimously.
$8,254 in assessments and $3,727 in assessment
A.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF JULY judgments.
16, 2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
•
Eighteen (18) current owner past due
Resolution: To approve the Open Session delinquencies total $42,220 in assessments and
Minutes dated July 16, 2019 as presented.
$4,910 in assessment judgements.
The collection attorney is currently
OF •
working on twelve (12) past and current
Resolution: To approve the financial statements homeowner accounts to collect on judgments
for the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association and/or past due assessment balances.
B.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL
JUNE 2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

dated June 30, 2019 reflecting the following:
The Consolidated Balance Sheet reflects
$3,523,296 in reserve funds, $1,639,296 in
operating funds, $5,400 in Petty Cash, and
$436,525 in Stall, Trail and Architectural Deposits
for a total cash balance of $5,604,517.
Year to date Assessment Revenue totals
$1,657,682 compared to the budgeted
$1,679,958.
Year to date Total Consolidated Revenue is
$2,851,717 to the budgeted $2,817,398.
The Consolidated Net Decrease for the
month prior to adjustments for depreciation is
($78,985) compared to the budgeted decrease
of ($148,926). Consolidated Net Income year
to date prior to adjustments for depreciation is
$169,676 compared to the budgeted decrease
of ($16,045). Year to date reserve funding is
$390,646 compared to a budget of $328,962.
The variance is reserve interest income.

•
Total
accumulated
outstanding
assessments total 2.2% of the annual assessment
budget.
D.
CONSIDERATION OF PLACEMENT OF
AD IN THE GAME PROGRAM FOR THE SIXTH
ANNUAL FIRST RESPONDERS CUP SOFTBALL
GAME
Resolution: To approve placement of an Ad
in the Game Program for the Sixth Annual First
Responders Cup Softball Game at a cost of
$650.
E.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF
RENEWAL OF INSURANCE POLICIES FOR THE
RENEWAL PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 TO
SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
Resolution: To approve renewal of insurance
policies through LaBarre Oksnee Insurance in
the total amount of $76,668.57.
End of Consent Calendar
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VI. REPORTS

E.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF
PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL TRAIL SIGNAGE

The following reports were received and
Park
filed by the Board:
Architectural Review, Motion:
Communications, Equestrian Center, Events, Second:
Presley
Landscape, Solar, Swim Center, Tennis Center
Resolution: To approve the recommendation
and Trails/Common Area.
from the Trails & Safety Committee for purchase
of 50 trail name and directional signs and 20
VII. OLD BUSINESS - None
arrow signs from Pacific Redwood Sign Company
to identify trail intersections and dead-end trails
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
at a cost of $2,069 plus an installation budget of
A.
CONSIDERATION OF FIRST DRAFT OF $3,000 for Boulder Earthwork.
CLUBHOUSE LANDSCAPE PLANTING PLAN
The motion carried unanimously.
Action:
To receive and file the first draft of
F.
PICKLEBALL DEMONSTRATION AND
the Clubhouse Landscape Planting Plan.
FEASIBILITY FOLLOW-UP
B.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL FOR
Motion:
Blough
TREE PLANTING
Second:
Park
Motion:
Blough
Resolution: To retain a sound consultant at a
cost not to exceed $5,000 to compare current
Resolution: To approve the Sunset Landscape Tennis Center sound levels to potential sound
proposal in the amount not to exceed $10,399 levels including pickleball.
for planting of forty-three (43) trees throughout
the community along with twenty-eight (28) The motion carried unanimously.
associated bubblers. Funds are approved to
G.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF
be paid from Reserve Account G/L 23034 Tree
MEMORIAL BENCH AT GALLUP PARK
Replacement Reserve.
Motion:
Fisk
The motion carried unanimously.
Second:
Blough
C.
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL FOR
Resolution: To accept the donation of a park
LANDSCAPE PLANTING
bench at Gallup Park in memorial to Mr. Ron
Motion:
Park
Larson,
40 year homeowner, tennis club
member
and
Gallup Park regular with his white
Second:
Fisk
Resolution: To approve the Landscape lab “Ziggy”. Additionally, Management was
Committee to finalize its review of priority planting directed to draft a policy for potential future
areas and authorize planting up to the budgeted donation / memorial requests.
Second:

Presley

amount not to exceed $29,600 focused on high The motion carried unanimously.
visibility area 1-6 first, then 8 & 9 if funds are
CONSIDERATION OF ESTABLISHMENT
available. The Committee shall provide a report H.
of its approvals at the September Board Meeting. OF EPC PETTY CASH ACCOUNT
This item was tabled and will be reconsidered
The motion carried unanimously.
pending EPC submittal of additional information.
D.
CONSIDERATION OF ASSOCIATION
IX. CORRESPONDENCE
CLUBHOUSE MONUMENT REPLACEMENT
This item was tabled until the November 2019 Correspondence was received and filed.
meeting.
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X.

NEXT MEETING

DIRECTORS PRESENT

The next Open Session Board of Directors Loree Blough
meeting is September 24, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
John Park
XI. ADJOURNMENT

Joyce Taylor

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.

MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR ABSENT
Alex Presley
Mark Fisk

Brian Mitchell, General Manager

NELLIE GAIL RANCH OWNERS
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PICKLEBALL DEMONSTRATION
OPEN SESSION
MINUTES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2019
I.

CALL TO ORDER

Dennis Moss, Operations Manager, Parks &
Recreation Facilities
II. REVIEW OF PICKLEBALL DEMONSTRATION
Tennis Courts 7 and 8 were converted to host
four games of pickleball played concurrently
by twelve players. Twenty of the closest
homeowners on Spotted Pony, Empty Saddle
and Wagon Wheel were invited to attend and/
or request the Board to visit their homes to
evaluate sound attenuation. One homeowner
responded to invite the Board to visit. Twentyfour individuals attended the meeting to watch,
play, and sign a Pickleball Interest sign -in sheet.

The Open Session Pickleball Demonstration
meeting of the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners III. NEXT MEETING
Association was called to order at 6:00 p.m. The next Open Session Board of Directors
for the purpose of reviewing a pickleball meeting is August 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
demonstration.
IV. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

N e l l i e G a i l R a n c h Cl u b h o u s e
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Happy Safe
Halloween
Safety tips from the
National Safety Council
Costume Safety
To help ensure adults and children have a safe
holiday, the American Academy of Pediatrics has
compiled a list of Halloween safety tips. Before
Halloween arrives, be sure to choose a costume
that won't cause safety hazards.

•

If your older children are going alone, plan
and review a route acceptable to you

•

Agree on a specific time children should
return home

•

Remind your children never to enter a
stranger's home or car

•

Instruct children to travel only in familiar,
well-lit areas and stick with their friends

•

Tell your children not to eat any treats until they return home

•

Teach children to make eye contact with
drivers before crossing in front of them.

•

All costumes, wigs and accessories
should be fire-resistant

•

Avoid masks, which can obstruct vision

•

If children are allowed out after dark, fasten reflective tape to their costumes and Tips for Motorists
bags, or give them glow sticks
• Watch for children walking on roadways,
medians and curbs
When buying Halloween makeup, make
sure it is nontoxic and always test it in a
• Enter and exit driveways and alleys caresmall area first
fully

•

•

Remove all makeup before children go to
bed to prevent skin and eye irritation

When They're on the Prowl
•

A adult should accompany young children on the neighborhood rounds

Children and adults are reminded to put
electronic devices down, keep heads up,
and walk, don't run across the streets.

•

At twilight and later in the evening, watch
for children in dark clothing

•

Discourage new, inexperienced drivers
from driving on Halloween
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Nellie Gail

Tree Planting is Nellie Gail SMART
After the heat of summer we can finally
begin planting again! This past year we lost
51 mature trees on trails and streetscapes
to disease and age. The Landscape
Committee tracks the losses and plans
for replacements and we currently have
59 trees on order for planting this October
throughout the community.

S.M.A.R.T.
FALL TREE PLANTING

To reduce fire concerns related to
Eucalyptus we have not planted that
species in over 18 months. We have also
removed pines from the palette to limit
pine needles on trails. However, there
remain a variety of trees on the palette
that look and do well in the community.
California Peppers make up 33% of our
past 18 months plantings, Modesto Ash
15%, Strawberry Trees 12%, Sycamore 8%
and Brisbane Box 6%. Carolina Cherry,
Crape Myrtle and Jacaranda come in at
4%. And tying at 3% are Acacia Baileyana,
Bottlebrush, Oak and Golden Medallion.
This active palette provides variety as
well as protection from disease adversely
impacting one community of trees.
As you come and go through the
community, take a moment to enjoy the
trees located at monument entries, trail
heads, streetscapes and slopes. There is
a richness of beauty to enjoy!!
GOLDEN MEDALLION
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Tennis Center News
ABOUT US
Our fully-qualified coaching team is not only extremely experienced but also industry leaders in
each of our specialized program offerings; Mini Tennis, Junior, Development & High Performance.
The environment at the Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis Club is personal and purposeful with a strong team
atmosphere. We believe tennis is a way of life and therefore focus on
Long Term Athlete Development.
Our team is passionate about driving progress and enjoyment for all our players and this can be
seen through the countless success stories from our players who are consistently
reaching and exceeding their goals.
We work hard to promote tennis at the grass roots which is why we are proud to partner with Net
Generation - the mission is to spread the love of tennis to a new generation of players, by empowering those that will teach them. Tennis is a sport that is easy to learn and we aim to tailor it for all
ages and abilities, giving kids a game that will help them build friendships and learn skills for life.

OUR PROGRAMS
MINI TENNIS
Tennis clinics for children of all abilities aged 5 - 9 years
JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT
Tennis clinics for children of all abilities aged 9 years +
HIGH PERFORMANCE ACADEMY
A specialty service for the highest level of competition players aged 11+
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SUCCESS STORIES IN SEPTEMBER
•

Winner - Anaheim Hills Plus Four (Level 4)
Open Junior **Special Format - U16 girls

•

Winner - National Level 3 - Las Vegas U16 girls - TBC

•

Winner - 34th Annual Los Caballeros Junior
Tournament (Level 3) - U16 boys

•

Winner - RCI Fast Four Junior Tournament
(Level 5) *New Format - U12 boys

•

Finalist - RCI Fast Four Junior Tournament
(Level 5) *New Format - U10 boys

•

Representative at the Zimmerman/Johnson USTA National Tournament at Stanford
University - USTA International Tournament
Girls 16 Singles

•

Several team player representatives at the
11th Annual Jim Buck Team Jr Tournament

CALL TO BOOK A FREE TRIAL
(949) 831-6660
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Equestrian Center News
the US Dressage National Champions. Stall to
stall it was just over 9 hours from Laguna Hills
to Lamplight, even with a slight delay at the airport. Halli pulled a shoe walking off the plane
(oh no!!!) but thankfully the hauler managed to
catch it when it flung through the air. So, the first
order of business after she settled into her stall
was to find a farrier. It was a bit strange to be at
the show venue with the stables nearly empty
(only the horses that flew in were on the ground
at this point). We all found these first few days to
be very relaxing, as we walked and hand grazed
the horses it was nice to have some quiet time
while the horses recovered from the journey,
and we all adjusted to the heat and humidity.

Our Journey to the
Festival of Champions
By: Cassie Cherry Nolte

After a successful first show season together, I
found out at the end of July that Halli and I were
ranked among the top 15 horse and rider combinations in the United States for the US Equestrian Federation’s Developing Horse Grand Prix.
We had earned an invitation to compete at the
Festival of Champions for the US National Dressage Championships! This competition is held
yearly and rotates around the United States.
This year it was going to be held at the gorgeous
Lamplight Equestrian Center, about 30 minutes
outside of Chicago. As a horse-crazy kid I grew My jog (the pre-competition fitness inspection)
up watching my childhood dressage heroes wasn’t until Wednesday and my first class wasn’t
compete at this show. In the past, the Festival
of Champions has served as the Selection Trials
for the US Olympic Dressage Team. I couldn’t
believe that Halli and I had earned an invitation
to compete here!
This was by far going to be the longest distance
we have ever traveled for a show. Coming from
California, we decided the safest and most
comfortable way for Halli to travel to Lamplight
would be to fly. We made arrangements with
Tex Sutton to fly out with a group of Southern
California horses. The California riders definitely
team up to support each other, thank goodness
for the advice I received before we left! Being a
first-time passenger on ‘Air Horse One’ (they really do call it that!) I had no idea what to expect
about the entire process, but even for rookies
we were adequately prepared and comfortable
during our journey.
We loaded up at the Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center very early on Friday, August 16th
and headed out to Ontario for the flight to Chicago. There were 15 total horses on board along
with the flying grooms and several other dressage riders who were going to be competing at
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Cassie Cherry Nolte began her competitive dressage career at the age of 13. She has been
a Dressage Instructor at the Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center since October 2015 working
with her clientele of dressage riders and horses. She brought Halli to the Center in September 2018 and we have been privileged to watch them train. Cassie and Halli’s Grand Prix
performance puts them one step closer to Cassie’s goal of representing the United States in
international competitions.
until Friday. I was joking that this was starting
to feel like the LONGEST show of my life, and
I hadn’t even shown yet! The extra time meant
that I was able to capitalize on a few training
sessions with the US Dressage Team coaches
and watch many of the classes and the warm
ups. That alone was an incredible educational
opportunity. Particularly the young horse classes, where the judges give a commentary following each ride. I was loving every bit of the whole
experience and trying to soak up every single
second of it!

day and I didn’t want to do too much with her and
risk having her be tired by the time our ride came
around. Well, Halli did come out feeling tired
and I found myself having to really work with her
in warm-ups to get her engine revved up. As we
cantered down the centerline I wasn’t sure what
would happen, but something took over in both
of us and we found our game faces. Halli tried
her heart out for me and we had a great test with
only one mistake for a 66.127. My goal was to go
out there and put in a respectable test and we
were within a hundredth of a percentage point
of being in the top 5! This score would count for
Friday finally rolled around and we were more 40% of our final score, so we still had to score
than ready to get into that show arena. I drew well in the more challenging Grand Prix test on
the last spot in the I2. It was a bit hard waiting all Sunday. Needless to say, I was over the moon!
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On the final day of competition we had a great
warm up. Halli and I went into that arena confident and I pulled out all the stops in my test. In
my attempt to ‘go for it’ we had a bit of tension in
a few spots and one mistake near the end of our
test. We came away with a combined score of
64.626 and earned ourselves a 10th place finish
in a very competitive field of young grand prix
horses. The judges had great comments for us
and we learned so much throughout the competition. As we began to pack up and got ready
for our long journey back home, I couldn’t help
but feel even more excited and inspired for the
future.
With nearly all of the competitors already well
on the way back to their respective homes,
the barns had returned to that same peaceful
bliss that we had found upon our early arrival at
Lamplight. It provided the perfect opportunity
to enjoy some quiet time and reflect on the incredible week I shared with Halli. She loved the
attention and the grazing and I enjoyed a glass
of wine before we headed back to the hotel to
get ready for our early morning flight!
We awoke to pouring rain and a steady thunderstorm. I think the horses were all so tired and
happy to be going home they didn’t pay any attention to the rain. I sat with Halli for nearly the

entire 3 and half hour flight home and shared my
bananas with her, her favorite snack.
We came into these National Championships
ranked #14 and left ranked #10. I couldn’t be
more proud of Halli and how far we have come
as a team together this past year. From barely being able to get into the actual show arena
in our first big outing together in January (true
story!) to finishing up the season with multiple
scores above 70% in the Developing Grand Prix
and Intermediaire 2 tests, we have both learned
so much together in a very short period of time.
Halli is truly a special horse and I am forever
grateful to have the opportunity to ride a horse
like her. Our next goal is to work on the Grand
Prix / Grand Prix Special tests and work towards
making our Grand Prix debut in international
competitions.
A very special thank you to my coach Jan Curtis
for her guidance and training, we couldn’t have
done this without her! I also want to extend a
heartfelt appreciation to our friends and support
team at the Equestrian Center and throughout
the Nellie Gail Ranch equestrian community for
their well wishes throughout our journey. I am
so proud to call the Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center our home!
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Security Safety Tip of the Month:
FOCUS ON SAFE DRIVING
Written by: : Securitas Security Services, USA, Inc.
Safe driving involves the ability to recognize potential dangers and react to hazards appropriately.
Vigilance plays an important role in good driving.
Driving requires a person’s full attention. The environment should be constantly monitored for unanticipated risks to help ensure the driver stays in
control of the situation. Motorists need to remain
aware and alert. Americans spend a lot of time in
their cars. Unfortunately, many also die in them.
The National Safety Council estimates that in 2018
approximately 40,000 people died as a result of
motor vehicle accidents, a 1% decrease over the
previous year, but still a significant number. The
number of individuals seriously injured as a result
of car accidents also declined by about 1% but was
still alarming at 4.5 million.
Road Safety Best Practices. Resources are available
through many public libraries, auto clubs and motor vehicle agencies and can provide useful advice.
The Maryland Motor Vehicle Association suggests
the following to improvedriving skills and safty:
Plan Your Route: Know where you’re going ahead
of time. Check a local media station for information
about weather, road, and traffic conditions along
your route. For longer trips, plan a rest stop every
two hours, or sooner if you are tired.
Maintain Your Vehicle: Refer to the owner’s
manual and follow the recommended schedule for service maintenance. Check tires, brakes,
head lights, tail lights, turn signals, wipers, and
fluid levels before a trip. Ensure mirrors, windows and outside lights are clean to improve
visibility. Secure all cargo and loose items.
Stay Focused: Being well rested, alert and attentive
improves responsiveness. Take a break if you have
difficulty focusing. Remain calm and manage your
temper and frustration to prevent reckless actions.
Minimize Distractions: Keep both hands on
the wheel, both eyes on the road and your
mind on the task of driving. Do not be distracted by people, your phone or objects
or events inside or outside your vehicle.

Be Vigilant: Continuously scanning the roadway
for hazards can alert you to danger ahead. Watch
for brake lights and check your mirrors regularly. Be
aware of what is to the rear and sides of your vehicle.
Share the Road: You share the road with
different types of drivers and vehicles. Be
aware of the special needs and limitations of other vehicles and roadway users.
Control Your Speed: Posted maximum speeds are
for ideal driving conditions. Adjust speed as needed for traffic, road and visibility conditions. Speeding magnifies errors and reduces time available
to identify and react to a hazard. Stopping distances are longer and crashes are more severe.
Maintain a Safe Distance: Leave enough space
to be able to change lanes safely or take evasive action in an emergency. Keeping a safe
distance between vehicles increases your
ability to see and to be seen by other drivers.
Signal Your Intentions: Be courteous; always
use your turn signals to indicate changing of
lanes or a turn. Be predictable. Don’t hesitate to use your horn or headlights to establish
eye contact, if needed. Acknowledge others
with wave of the hand or a flash of the lights.
Always Wear Your Seat Belt: Seat belts are your
best defense in a crash, and wearing one is the law
in many states. Being properly secured helps you
maintain control of your vehicle and prepare to react to a hazardous situation. Buckle up and make
sure your passengers do the same. Seat belts save
lives!
Being mindful while driving and following these
tips can help prevent accidents and keep you safe
while driving.
For more information on this and other security
related topics, visit the Securitas Safety Awareness Knowledge Center at: http://www.securitasinc.com/en/knowledge-center/security-and-safety-awareness-tips
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Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 34 years!
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.

ENJOY LIVING IN AN ORANGE COUNTY GATED COMMUNITY FOR ONLY $229,900 !!!
Active retirement community of Laguna Woods Village (age 55+). Very spacious 2 bedroom home with a peaceful, pleasant view. Light and bright
throughout. Amenities feature 7 club houses, an 814 seat theater, 5 swimming pools & spas, 27-hole and 9-hole golf courses plus an exceptional golf
clubhouse. 2 fitness centers, horseback riding & stables, lawn bowling, shuffleboard, tennis, 2 garden centers, a free private bus system, 24-hour guard-gated
security, 200+ special interest clubs, and much, much, more. You will truly love it here!

Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321

DRE #00452321

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?
Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal: marty@martysamuel.com

20 | THE PONY EXPRESS

21 | THE PONY EXPRESS

Horse-O-Ween
Saturday, October 26th
9:00 AM
An annual favorite for equestrians and equine
enthusiasts of all ages. So start preparing your
costumes and come join the fun!
The costume contest will kick off the festivities at
9:00am, followed by fun Halloween themed activities.
We encourage riders and spectators of all ages to attend our
most fun and festive equestrian event of the year!
For more information, please contact
Equestrian Center Manager, Charee Jones at:
949-371-1595 or chareej@nelliegailranch.org

949-462-9200

Book Online We Will Be On Time!
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Team Darkhorse
By: Karen Robbins

A MAGICAL AUGUST: OUTREACH AND
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

was also there at a 2015 Memorial Day concert
that NG resident and then Boy Scout -- Zak
Bettey -- found inspiration for his Eagle Scout
project. Due to his efforts and community donors
an American Flag now flies, and at its base is a
bronze plaque dedicated to 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marines. As Trent and I stood in the park, and
talked about the significance of the setting,
appreciation for our donors rose up in my heart.
A memory flashback of the day the flag had been
installed brought to my mind the neighbors who
had gathered, and among them several very
young Marine Veterans, who had lost friends in
combat, and had come to pay respects to Zak
and his project.

The call from Jacci with the Brad Feldman Group
came early August. First she introduced herself.
Her voice was friendly, warm and sincere. She
explained they were one of the sponsors for two
Nellie Gail Ranch concerts, planned to have a
booth offering bottled water or a glass of wine
to attendees, and would like to have a collection
box for suggested donations to our 3rd Battalion,
5th Marine Support Committee. “Would that be
okay with you?” she asked. None of us on the
committee were available that night, but after
chatting and confirming that they (and we) had a
way to safeguard and account for all donations
that night, I happily agreed. Their office, she Five hundred dollars is significant to us. Much
explained, intended to match donations up to of what we do is done by our own members,
a core group of volunteers, and a handful of
$500.
loyal supporters whose funds enable us to
Within a few weeks, Trent Mason of their office treat the Marines, families and combat veterans
called to introduce himself and asked when he as if they are family – little gifts to recognize
might present me with a $500 check. He also accomplishments (Marine of the Quarter, a
explained he’d like to do a short interview for a new baby, completion of technical courses
video blog he created. We decided meeting at intended to create a post service civilian career
Gallup Park would be best. It was there that the for example) Other funds are directed toward
community had made the contributions, and it defraying costs for junior Marines to the MC
Birthday Ball, honoring the sacrifices made by
wives during long deployments with a “Spa
theme” dinner, and lending occasional support
to the prior wounded combat veterans as they
navigate their new normal. Our mission directs
that we make maximum use of the funds we are
given within the year we receive them, and as
a consequence we are always operating close
to the vest. What we do each year will always
depend on funds. we have at hand.
So, the five hundred dollars that our community
and Brad Feldman group had just given us was
exciting! The Marines are in the midst of a 7
month deployment spread across three Naval
ships – in seas of the MIddle East. -- $500.
would enable us to provide a nice table of
refreshments and 30 or so welcome home gift
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bags. True – there were more than 900 junior
Marines – but distributing one to each Platoon
leader, and allowing the Marines in each platoon
to compete or draw straws – could be a fun way
to give them each a chance to win.

calling cards which would work on the Naval
ship satellite phone. We hoped to raise enough
for the 330 junior Marines on the USS Boxer. WIth
$4,950 goal in mind, Lorre set to work making
magic.
Mark Wood Band was playing that night, and
when Loree told him about the fundraising
and asked if they could play “Proud to be an
American” he enthusiastically agreed. Before the
concert began, Loree explained, she had gotten
close to $2,000 in pledges and Brad Feldman
had agreed to up his match to $1,000.00! We
set up a table next to the booth manned by
their Group. Quite quickly folks began coming
up to the table, asking questions, signing our
roll of paper “appreciation card” for the Marines
and offering cash, checks and or our Square
credit card reader. In awe of the generosity and
enthusiasm of our community, we watched as
the tally grew, inching higher every 20 minutes.
We were ecstatic.

By the end of the evening and week following,
the grass roots effort, begun by the Mark
Feldman Group, cheered by Loree Blough,
Two weeks later another concert was a few days and supported by many in our community, had
away, once again Brad Feldman was a sponsor, raised $7,337! This was an amazing feat!
and planned to set out a donation bucket. We
felt excited that we might get another $500 – As I write this, our nation has just completed
doubling the gift bags we could give the Marines. another marking of the anniversary of 9/11. The
refrain on everyone’s mind is “Never Forget.”
Three days before the concert HOA Board These number of years later, what I would say
President Loree Blough called. “Hey,” she said. is “Never Forget” the courage required by the
“Hey,” I said parroting her. (Unbenownst to me young men and women post 9/11 who raised
at that moment was that a “Hey” from Loree their hand as volunteers to serve our country,
might herald a cascade of surprises!). She then and still do, in a world that can be unpredictable,
presented the idea that she’d like to offer to dangerous and volatile. They are the ones who
match donations up to a certain amount, and if have and might risk their lives for the rest of us
it was okay with us, she would send out emails while we can live in safety.
to her contacts encouraging them to help. She
asked what specific project or purpose the Thank you to Brad Feldman, Trent Mason and
donations would fund. We talked about the fact their group; to Loree Blough and the HOA and to
that the Marines were on a long, eventful and all the generous donors who made this happen.
challenging deployment. We knew the ships All involved can know you did more than say
quarters were tight, Marines stacked in tight “Never Forget” -- you took action to show it.
narrow bunks , no room for extra goodies to be
shipped. We checked with the Family Readiness God bless you all!
Officer, who suggested purchasing on line
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Emergency Water Preservation
By: Dr. Kenneth S. Cheng

Last month, we discussed the importance of
water during a regional disaster. Specifically, we
must be able to access drinking water as a basis
for our survival. Although the human body can
go as long as three weeks without food, we cannot go more than three days without water. This
month’s article will focus on some specific skills
needed to access drinking water beyond what
we have already stored.
Although you may have 10 to 55 gallons of water
currently stored, your home likely contains an
additional 75-100 gallons of drinking water that
can be used as long as proper steps are taken
to not allow it to become contaminated. These
steps are outlined below. You will need some
basic tools to accomplish these tasks. These
tools include a screwdriver, crescent wrench or
pliers, or a readily available gas and water main
shut off tool.
Shutting off your water main valve. Learning
how to shut off your water main valve is critical
for two reasons: doing so will prevent contaminated water from damaged municipal lines from
entering your home system, and, learning how
to shut your water main may prevent damage to
your home in the event you have a pipe breakage within your home or property. You must
first identify the location of the valve. This valve
is located at the water meter on your property
near the street. It can be identified by a concrete
cover that measures approximately 12 in. x 18 in.
(see Figure 1.)

Figure 1.

Removing this cover will expose the valve and
water meter (see Figure 2). Note that the valve
is located towards the street side of the water
meter box. Using a wrench or earthquake utility
tool, turning this valve 90 degrees will shut off
the water supply to the home.
A video of this process can be watched at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jEp5wtQLmY

Figure 2.

Water Main to
House

Main Water Valve
from Street
Water Meter
Shutting off the gas main. Learning to shut off
the gas is a critical skill, especially when you
suspect structural damage to your home. It is
best to shut off the gas at the main when you
are unsure of possible damage. This is accomplished by identifying your gas meter, usually
found at the side of the house, often near your
electrical panel (see Figure 3.) The valve is located at the bottom of the gas line that comes
up from the ground and enters the regulator and
meter. Turning this valve 90 degrees will shut off
the gas to the home. This can be confirmed by
seeing no movement in the gas meter dial and
hearing go gas pass through the regulator.
A video of this process can be watched at
h t t p s : // w w w.y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = Z PUh8UKX-ZQ
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water by opening hose bib drain (see
Figure 5) located near the bottom of
the water heater. A screwdriver may
be needed to turn this valve. You
may also need to open a hot water
faucet inside the house to break the
vacuum and allow for the water to
drain.

Figure 3.

Shutting off the gas water heater. If you are
certain that there is no structural damage to the
home, you may not need to shut off all the gas
(and thus eliminating a potential resource for
cooking) and may only need to turn off the hot
water heater. This is accomplished by turning
the top, smaller dial to the “off” position (see Figure 4, blue arrows.) This is very important as it
will prevent the water heater from heating up
as you drain the water from the water tank. It is
insufficient to turn the larger thermostat dial in
front to “vacation” as this does not completely
turn off the water heater.

Preventing sediment build up. As
mentioned last month, the hard water found in South Orange County
can lead to a build up of sediment.
Although not harmful to one’s health,
the sediment can decrease the efficiency of the water heater function.
As such, it is recommended that the
sediment be removed by Figure 5.
regularly
draining the hot water heater.

This is done by the
following steps:
1.
Leave the water main on,
2.
Turn off the
hot water heater as stated prior
3.
Attach a garden hose to the hose bib
Drain,
4.
Open the valve allowing the water to flow
out into the street (or yard, if sufficiently
Once the water heater has cooled sufficiently,
cooled).
the water can be drained and used as drinking This should be done at least once a year to prevent a build up of sediment.
Figure 4.

Water Heater
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The skills listed above will allow you
to have access to additional drinking
water in the event of an emergency.
In addition, these skills can also help
you lessen any damage that may
have occurred to your home during
a disaster. If you wish to learn more
disaster preparedness skills, consider becoming a Block Captain as
monthly courses are offered to our
Block Captains and Area Coordinators. Contact us at emergencypreparedness@nelliegailranch.org.

Business Directory
TO ADVERTISE IN THE PONY EXPRESS
CALL: (949) 425-1477 • EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG
MARKET TO TARGETED & DEDICATED HOUSEHOLDS & RESIDENTS

* NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENT-OWNED BUSINESS
EDUCATION & TRAINING

*

NELLIE GAIL RANCH
PRESCHOOL
Certified Child Development
Playtime, Reading, Science, Art &
More!
(949) 290-1924
(See page 38 for advertisement)

HOME & GARDEN
MUDD INDUSTRIES, INC
Landscape Architecture and
Construction
(949) 716-7002
www.muddinc.com
(Back Cover for advertisement)

*

ELECTRIC MEDICS
The first responders of electrical
service
(949) 462-9200
www.theelectricmedics.com
(See page 22 for advertisement)
OUT OF THE GUTTER
Gutter Installation, Cleaning &
Repair
(714) 661-4242
outofthegutterca.com
(See page 20 for advertisement)

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE
Landscape, Hardscape, Tree
Service
(949) 439-2251
quezadapro@aol.com
(See page 38 for advertisement)

*

PACIFIC CREST ROOFING, INC.
Re-Tile, Re-Roofs, Repairs
(949) 916-5393
www.pacificcrestroof.com
(See page 38 for advertisement)

STUDIO 6 ARCHITECTS
Architecture & Planning
(949) 388-5300
studio6architects.com
(See page 3 for advertisement)

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
INNOVATIVE PRINTING
SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
www.IPSprinter.com
(See page 37 for advertisement)
WHITE MECHANICAL
Your trusted leader in quality
HVAC service, installation, and
maintenance
(949) 716-8379
(See page 37 for advertisement)

RECREATION & SPORTS
HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS & CAMP
(949) 448-0823
www.mickeyhayden.com
(See page 37 for advertisement)

*

EVOLUTION SWIM ACADEMY
Nellie Gail Swim Lessons & Swim
Team
(949) 388-4545
www.evolutionswim.com
(See page 35 for advertisement)
NELLIE GAIL RANCH TENNIS
CLUB
Leagues, Lessons &
Memberships
(949) 831-6660
www.nelliegailtennis.com
(Located at the NGR Tennis
Center)

REAL ESTATE
BRAD FELDMAN
Teles Properties
(949) 678-5198
www.bradfeldmangroup.com
(See page 42 for
advertisement)

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail
Ranch Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or
responsible for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place
advertisements in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie
Gail” name in said advertisements is not affiliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.
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REAL ESTATE
TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Surterre Properties
(949) 472-9191
www.tatelamott.com
(See page 21 & 22 for advertisement)

*

MARTY SAMUEL REALTY ONE GROUP
(949) 643-1321
www.martysamuel.com
(See page 20 for advertisement)
RON MADDUX
Maddux Realty Group
(949) 433-2157
ron@isellsoc.com
(See page 1 for advertisement)

Horse Stalls Available

WHITCOMB REALTY GROUP | MATT
WHITCOMB
Keller Williams Realty – Winning sales,
marketing, and negotiation strategies for Sellers
and Buyers.
(949) 560-0959
www.WhitcombRealtyGroup.com
(See page 36 for advertisement)

The Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian
Center has boarding stalls
available!
Contact Charee Jones
at (949) 371-1595 or
chareej@nelliegailranch.org
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Summer Concert Series
MA R K WO O D & THE PARROT HE AD BAND
(JIMMY BUFFETT TRIBUTE)

AUGUST 23 rd, 2019
A B IG T H ANK YO U TO O U R CO N C E RT S P O N SO R

THE TATE | LA MOTT GROUP

FUN FACT:
Robert Greenidge,
pictured left, is
the actual steel
drummer in the
CORAL
REEFER BAND,
the band that
plays with
JIMMY BUFFETT.

Classified Ads
SEND US YOUR AD
PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG
ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS.
$10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS.
PLEASE NOTE CLASSIFIEDS IN THE SUBJECT LINE
SERVICES
HOUSE AND PET SITTER
I am responsible, non-smoker, retired
teacher who loves animals and will treat
your home and pet with TLC. Contact
Sally Lamson at (949) 403-4291. I can
provide references.
CHINESE TUTOR
Tutor High school Chinese courses for
preparation of IB Chinese test, SAT II
Chinese test.For details please call
949-231-0977 or email to ecaiusa@
yahoo.com
EXPERIENCED & PATIENT MATH
TUTOR - LIFELONG NELLIE GAL
RESIDENT
Master’s Degree in Aerospace
Engineering from UCI. I have tutored
all high school and community college.
Math subjects, ACT & SAT Math. One
on one tutoring to explain in detail for
better understanding. (A lot of my
students complain their teachers do
not explain enough). I am a substitute
Math teacher at private schools. For
details please call 949-231-0977 or
email to ecaiusa@yahoo.com
MUSIC LESSONS BY ANNE
Piano, voice and guitar. Patient,
experienced teacher in Nellie Gail
since 1987. Masters degree in Music
from UC Irvine. $35 per week for a
30 minute private lesson. Call Anne
Ausmus at (949) 273-9964.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog
walking, pet taxi and related services
in South Orange County. While
you’re away, purrfect care for your
companions and home! Contact Vickie
Reyes, caregiver, (949) 525-1670 or
email vic@caringfurangels.com to set
up your complementary meet and
greet. Licensed, bonded, insured,
along with pet CPR and first aid certified.
Visit www.caringfurangels.com for
info.
GIRLS LACROSSE LESSONS
Former Division 1 player back in the
Orange County area looking to help
kids from beginning to advanced levels
take their lacrosse game to the next
level. Experienced in all areas of the
field including: defense, midfield, and
attack. Accolades include numerous
team and conference honors in both
high school and college. Contact
Marcy at (949) 228-0259 or email
marcy.levatino@gmail.com for more
information.
COMMERCIAL CLEANING/JANITORIAL
SERVICE
Cleaning done right! Trustworthy,
dependable, fully insured and ready
to meet your needs. Celebrating 26
years in business. Nellie Gail Resident
- Owned Business.
Call 949-310-4996
BABYSITTER
15 year old honors student and Nellie
Gail resident looking to make some
money over the summer by babysitting.
Has had lots of experience with kids
and is very patient. Charges $12 and
hour +$5 for each additional child.
Contact Celeste at (949) 204-4756 for
more information.

ENTRY SYSTEMS
Car trapped behind a broken garage
door? Driveway gate won't close?
Entry Systems is your local familyowned garage door and automated
gate expert since 1972! We offer new
garage door installations, repairs on
openers and gates, cutting edge smart
home integrations, extra remotes, and
more. Stop by our design center in
Laguna Hills to see for yourself how
significantly a new garage door would
increase the beauty of your home.
Replacing your garage door yields the
highest return on investment for all
home renovation projects! Call us at
949-495-0835.
FIVE STAR TURF
Five Star Turf specializes in Residential
Installation of Synthetic Turf. Over 7
years experience in Orange county,
TURF is all we do. We WILL NOT
BE UNDERSOLD! We will beat any
licensed and insured contractor
bidding like kind and quality products.
All products are US made and
come with a 15 Year Manufacturer's
Warranty!
Local
references
available upon request. Call Mike at
714-599-1722
PERSONAL ASSISTANT
I’m offering my services as a reliable,
experienced
and
professional
personal assistant handling private/
business matters.
Multitasking
household
and
office duties, organizing, project
management, child/pet care with
flexible hours plus more.
Call/text: 310.717.4371 or email:
designerbeata@gmail.com
SOLAR FOR YOUR HOME,
Nellie Gail resident is in SOLAR design
and installation business.
Free estimates.
Manny Paul Parang
adv-solar.com 949-289-2540

DISCLAIMER: The classified advertisements contained within the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed or
recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees may not be held
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products of persons who place advertisements in the Classified section.

33 | THE PONY EXPRESS

TUTORING
In the privacy of your own home. University grad available
to tutor your middle-high school student in English, Math
and History. Encourage and motivate students to learn and
become proficient in areas of weakness. Clean criminal
and driving records. For details please contact Logan at
949-632-8547 or email to loganrb93@yahoo.com
SPANISH & FRENCH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Spanish and French tutoring and lessons. Teaching and
Tutoring all ages and levels. Elementary, High school and
College. Great results and referrals. 15+ years experience.
Please call or text for more information. Maria's cell: 949836-0846 or email: mparser@yahoo.com
THE PET SITTER
Daily dog walking & pet sitting service. Professional &
personalized care for your pets in their home. Insured &
bonded, Pet CPR & First Aid Certified. “Loving Pet Care
When You Can’t Be There”. Kathleen 949-436-0089
CROSS TRAINING
Cross train in your home at your convenience. Get in shape,
inspired, encouraged and enjoy it! Combo. ballet barre (no
experience needed), Pilates and stretch. Tone, lengthen
and improve flexibility. Call or text Debra at 949 530-5411
dlm06230@gmail.com
HORSE CARE & / OR BEGINNER HORSE LESSONS
CARE: Whether your horse just needs to run in the arena,
needs a bath, needs their supplements or needs to be
ridden, you can ask Emily to do it for you! Emily will go to
your backyard to care for your horse! Emily owns 3 horses
and is experienced in handling horses!
LESSONS: Most horse trainers cost upwards of $30 for an
hour, but if you hire Emily to help teach you the basics
of riding, you'll only have to pay $15 an hour. Emily can
teach all ages how to ride a horse, how to properly tack
up a horse, and more! Emily owns 3 horses and has won
numerous awards in a horse competition called gymkhana.
Contact Emily at (949) 887-2361 or emuleard@gmail.com.
TEEN BABYSITTER / DOG WALKER / HOUSESITTER
BABYSITTER: Being a parent is hard work. Whether you
need a date night, to get in a few extra hours at work,
or just want a break from your kids (whom you love
infinitely), you can hire CPR and First Aid certified high
school student Emily to babysit. Available on short-notice
or in advance.
DOGWALKER: Do you have a dog that just has too much
energy to handle? Do you wish you could go for a walk/
run with your dog in the morning but simply can’t find the
time? Emily and your dogwould love to go on adventures
together! Emily has plenty of experience handling dogs
on the daily, she even lives with three! Available to
schedule in the mornings.
HOUSESITTER: If you have to leave the house for
multiple days, hire Emily to do general house keeping!
Emily will bring in the mail, water plants, feed pets,
exercise pets and more! All you have to do is hire Emily!
You can contact Emily at ((949) 887-2361
or at emuleard@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS
COME TO AN ADVENTURE IN MY GARDEN!!
This is a Hands On Experience! Not a Boring classroom
Lecture...Learn how easily you can grow potted Lettuces,
Spinach, Parsley, Celery, Arugula, Beets, Soft Kale,
Broccoli, Watercress, Mint, Chives, Etc, Etc in pots on your
Patio - or elsewhere amongst you landscape plants.
In our area these grow easily and can be picked every day
of the year! Also there are 18 Vegetables which grow well
in our wonderful mild climate! If Saturday or Tuesday - mid
to late AM is not a good time for you, ask for another day.
Leave Name and Phone # at 949 888 7737
JACKSON HOLE, WY BEAUTIFUL HOUSE RENTAL

4 bedrooms 5 bathrooms king + queens bed in rooms
sleeps 10 (at least) wood burning fireplace in main room,
1 in master bedroom & 1 in guest room. Full kitchen &
laundry. Call 949 395-6790
“A BETTER WAY TO BRUSH YOUR TEETH”
“EMBRACE” Tooth Brush www.embracetoothbrush.com
A 3-Sided Triple Action and Self Aligning patented Sonic
Power Toothbrush Not affiliated but compatible with
Philips sonicare. TM. Scientifically designed by Dr. B. Brar a
resident of Nellie Gail Ranch. The Embrace Toothbrush is
unique. It has bristles on 3-sides that embrace the inside,
outside and top surfaces of the teeth for triple action
of cleaning, massaging and whitening while enhancing
the quality of brushing. Working under high frequencyvibrations, this brush head can prevent build-up, remove
deposits, bacteria and plaque by reaching deep in to the
interdental spaces from both sides of the teeth. A 360
degree pivoting brush head aligns with each tooth while
brushing back and forth from one end of the jaw to the
other Visit www.embracetoothbrush.com
SEEKING CASITA/PRIVATE STUDIO FOR RENT
Hello Neighbors, I trust this message will extend to the
right person and fit as I have truly enjoyed living in the
beautiful Nellie Gail neighborhood. The lovely place I have
been living in has had to make some changes as family
health issues have transpired and some transitions need
to be made in the home. I am a non-smoker, professional
young woman who values privacy and entreating one's
home/space as if it were my own. I have a multi-faceted
position that keeps me very busy, tending to accounts
spread all throughout Orange County. I am an incredibly
respectful individual who has worked professionally
managing estates and homes; I managed a company
that was entrusted to estates/families’ household all
throughout Malibu area for about 5 years and have 8+
years experience with caring/overseeing the elderly.
I have excellent personal & professional references
readily available upon request. I'm seeking a room to rent
separate from the house/caretaker's studio and would
prefer the Nellie Gail neighborhood due to living here
currently and my equestrian background. Please let me
know if this would be a good fit and thank you for reading.
Naomi 310.463.0963
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MISCELLANEOUS (CONT'D)

FOR SALE

N

BIG BEAR LAKE VACATION RENTALS
We have 2 lovely homes in Big Bear Lake for short term
rentals (available separately, but near each other if you
need both for a large group). Our homes were completely
renovated in 2018, and are outstanding year round vacation
properties. Each house has beautiful features, decor and
furnishings, making these homes comfortable, and among
the most amazing Big Bear Lake rental accommodations
available! One home is an adorable Cape Cod style house
with 3/BR 3/B (sleeps 8), w/fireplace, BBQ Logia, large
decks and yard, W/D, and an outdoor jacuzzi. The other
is a 3/BR 3/B Craftsman home (sleeps 8), w/fireplace,
jacuzzi, large decks and yard, Lake views and steps to
Meadow Park. Both are in town close to the village & lake.
The slopes are only 1 1/2 miles away. TESLA chargers are
at each house. Pet free homes. Discount given to our Nellie
Gail neighbors! Check out the pictures! Please contact us:
Knightaverental@gmail.com for more information and to
be sent links to pictures of each property.
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
On the beautiful Island of Roatan we have two incredible
properties. Roatan is very safe, English speaking, easy to
get to (approximately 6 hours of flight time and you can fly
directly into Roatan). Flights range from $475 to $850 round
trip. The water is turquoise crystal clear and warm all year
round. The scuba diving and snorkeling is first class. The
two properties are 15 and 30 minutes from the airport. One
property is a 3 bedroom, 3 bath, two story, 2500 square
foot Villa right on the sand located on the BEST beach
on the Island, West Bay Beach. It sleeps 8 comfortably.
The second property is a beautiful 3 bedroom, 3 bath
Casa (sleeps 6) with a Casita (large studio apartment that
sleeps 2), pool and 400 foot dock on 1.5 acres of green
lush landscape. It is not right on the water but you can see
the water and it is only a 3 minute walk to our 400 foot two
story dock that you can swim, snorkel, scuba, fish or just
sit and watch the sunsets. You can rent one or both, Casa
or Casita, depending on your group size. Please check out
our website at www.roatanislandvacationrentals.com for
more information, pictures, and pricing or call Debbie at
714-801-4257. Discount given to our Nellie Gail neighbors.

CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE,
6 side by side single burial plots. Great location in the
beautiful Pacific View Park Memorial Park in Corona
Del Mar, Orange County. Visit the park on Sea View, Lot
1258, Graves ABCDEF. $14000.00 each; prefer to sell all
six to one family, but will consider sell two at a time. If
interested, pleas contact Tina at shiangtih@yahoo.com;
or call (949) 572-8161
KOSTA BODA BLOWN GLASS
For Sale at wholesale prices! Call Bella at 949 831-8702
MARK MCGWIRE MEMORABILIA
St. Louis Cardinals Autographed Baseball Jersey with
Inscription. Includes 8 X 10 Photo and Baseball Card.
Encased in Display Case. Valued at $500 OBO. Call or text
Elaine @ (949) 637-4792 for more information.

AD

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN RENTAL
A vacation for all seasons in the beautiful Eastern Sierra!
We have a 4 bedroom 3 bath townhouse (sleeps 8) in
Snowcreek V on the second tee of 9-hole Snowcreek
Golf Course with a big view of Mammoth and Lincoln
Mountain. There are (2) king bed master bedrooms and
(2) bedrooms with twin beds that share a bathroom. This
is a pet free/non-smoking (2,300 SF) home. Full kitchen
& laundry. To view go to www.livesnowcreek.com and
click on the Vacation Rentals pull-down menu and then
Check Availability. Enter 706 for Unit #. Enter 4 bedroom 2
car garage for Property Type. Click Find then click on the
photo to view the townhouse. For Nellie Gail discount call
or text 949-939-6525.
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PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG

Join the fun!
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Only

For those
seeking
exceptional
results
Only one network of independent sales associates
represents the longest standing tastemaker in the
world. The Sotheby’s Interntional Realty network was
founded 42 years ago and shares nearly three centuries
of heritage with Sotheby’s selling the world’s most
cherished possessions. This remarkable story has been
one of ambition, foresight, and inspiration. For those
who seek limitless opportunities in Orange County, there
is only Pacific Sotheby’s International Realty.

Pacific Sotheby’s
International Realty
is pleased to welcome
Matt Whitcomb
to our esteemed
group of associates

MATT WHITCOMB
949.560.0958
matt@mattwhitcomb.com
mattwhitcomb.com
DRE #01981021

PROUD REAL ESTATE
SPONSOR OF
THE PONY EXPRESS

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the principles of the
Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. DRE #01767484
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Need a New Roof? Or Maybe a Small Repair?

PACIFIC CREST
ROOFING
Specializing in Residential Roofing
Re-Tile • Re Roofs • Roof Repairs
Dry-Rot Repairs
Termite Damage Repairs

JAY GIOIA, OWNER
949-916-5393
Local Nellie Gail Resident

The Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian
Center has boarding stalls
available!
Contact Charee Jones
at (949) 371-1595 or
chareej@nelliegailranch.org
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Fully Insured - Licensed - Bonded
CA LICENSE No. 986602 C-39
PacificCrestRoof.com

Horse Stalls Available

N Y EXP

PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG

ADVERTISING
THAT IS MARKETED
TO TARGETED
& DEDICATED
HOUSEHOLDS &
RESIDENTS
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Landscaping ~ Hardscape ~ Tree Service
Certified Arborist on Staff
Javier Quezada
949.439.2251
President
951.579.1076 fax
Lic. #864980
Quezadapro@aol.com

Loving Christian Home Environment
Specializing in Kindergarten Preparedness
Established 1993

Ages 2-5 Years

Michele Gibson, Director
Certified in Child Development

949-290-1924
CA License #300615487

Music - Movement - Reading - Playtime

SPECIAL OFFER
Free iComfort S30 thermostat
with the purchase of a new
Signature series heating and
air conditioning system, an
$850.00 value!
While supplies last!!
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Dramatic Play

Bible Stories -

NELLIE GAIL RANCH PRESCHOOL

Printing -

Gardening

Circle Time - Science - Art - Nature Walks

The Puzzle Paddock
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Ranch Recipe

Easy Autumn Chicken Dinner
Ingredients:
Bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs

Shallot 1/4" Slices

Olive oil

Sweet potato, 3/4-inch cubbed, unpeeled

1 TBS. Each: rosemary, thyme, sage

Fuji apples, cored and sliced into half
moons about 3/4-inch thick

Red wine vinegar, 1 1/4 cups
Garlic Minced or Garlic Powder
Brussels sprouts (halved)

Bacon, thick, 4 pcs. cut to 1" slices
Salt and pepper

PREHEAT OVER TO 450°
Place pour in 2 Tbsp olive oil, red wine vinegar, herbs and garlic into a gallon size resealable bag.
Add chicken and season with salt and pepper then rub mixture over chicken. Let rest while you
prep remaining ingredients.
Add sweet potatoes and apples, Brussels sprouts, and shallots to a rimmed 18 by 13-inch baking
sheet. Drizzle with 2 Tbsp olive oil, season with salt and pepper then toss to coat. Spread into an
even layer.
Top with chicken pieces and sprinkle bacon over veggie/apple mixture.
Roast in preheated oven until chicken has cooked through and veggies are tender, about 30 – 35
minutes, broil during last few minutes for more browned crispy chicken skin. Serve warm.
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October
2019

Sunday

Monday

6

Wednesday

Tuesday

7

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

6

8

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

ARC Meeting
7:00 PM
Association
Office

13

14

15
Board of
Directors
Meeting
7:30 PM
Association
Clubhouse

20

21

22

HorseOWeen

26

9:00 AM
Equestrian
Center

27

28

ARC

29

Submittal
Deadline

30

31
HAPPY
HALLOWEEN

for Nov. 12h
Meeting
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FEATURED LISTINGS IN NELLIE GAIL RANCH
BY THE BRAD FELDMAN GROUP

25492 NELLIE GAIL ROAD | 6 Beds | 7 Baths | 6,787 Sq. Ft. | Listed For $2,795,000

27753 HIDDEN TRAIL ROAD | 6 Beds | 5 Baths | 4,493 Sq. Ft. | Listed For $1,695,900

BRAD FELDMAN
Team Leader | 949.678.5198
Brad.Feldman@elliman.com
DRE#: 01437125

JACCI PEARCE
Realtor® | 949.529.6924
Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

TRENT MASON
Realtor® | 949.322.6977
Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

DRE#: 02018104

150 El Camino Drive, Beverly Hills, ca 90212. 310.595.3888 © 2019 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While, this information is believed to be
correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school
district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If your property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Nellie Gail Ranch

25211 Empty Saddle Drive
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
(949) 425-1477
ponyexpress@nelliegailranch.org
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