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Community Contacts

Phone: (949) 425-1477 
Fax: (949) 425-1478

   www.NellieGailRanch.org

Brian Mitchell
General Manager

bmitchell@nelliegailranch.org

Dennis C. Moss
Operations Manager Parks & Recreation Facilities

dmoss@nelliegailranch.org

Jeff Hinkle 
Facilities & Compliance Manager

hinkle@nelliegailranch.org

Diane Goodchild
Community Associate

goodchild@nelliegailranch.org

Monique DiBonaventura
Communications and Events Coordinator / Pony Express Editor

moniqued@nelliegailranch.org

25211 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

25281 Empty Saddle Drive, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Phone: (949) 831-6660

25202 Nellie Gail Road, Laguna Hills CA 92653

Office: (949) 425-1477
Cell: (949) 371-1595

Charee Jones
Equestrian Center Manager

equestrian@nelliegailranch.org

Manuel Ruelas
Operations Manager

manuelr@nelliegailranch.org

Equestrian Center EMERGENCY: (949) 533-0241

Board of Directors

Mark Fisk PRESIDENT

Loree Blough VICE PRESIDENT

Alex Presley CO-TREASURER

Joyce Taylor CO-TREASURER

John Park SECRETARY

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Pony Express 
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by Nellie Gail Ranch Owners 
Association (NGROA). Therefore, NGROA may not be held liable or responsible 
for business practices of these companies. Any use of the “Nellie Gail” name in 
said advertisements is not affiliated with Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. 
Opinions expressed within are not necessarily the views of NGROA and takes no 
responsibility for content or claims made within. 

The Pony Express publishes articles that are relevant to the community or are 
directly related to property maintenance and community activities in NGROA and 
are in support of the Association’s purpose to preserve property values within the 
community. The Editor reserves the right to refuse, edit or modify any submitted 
material and the editor’s decision is final. Submissions selected for publication 
by the Editor may be edited according to the space limitations of each specific 
issue. Publisher cannot be held responsible for copyright breaches arising from 
any materials supplied by a third party. NGROA Board of Directors & employees are 
not responsible for any errors, inaccuracies or claims in articles or advertisements 
printed herein. Any opinions stated herein are solely those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of NGROA or its representatives.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take 
photos that may be used in this publication.



Important Numbers

Mission Statement
To take all reasonable and necessary steps 
to preserve and improve the unique value of 
living in Nellie Gail Ranch and to enhance the 

overall sense of community.

(949) 425-1477 Association Office

(949) 831-6660 Nellie Gail Ranch Tennis & Swim Club

(949) 371-1595 Nellie Gail Ranch Equestrian Center

(949) 533-0241 Equestrian Center (Emergency)

(800) 696-0678 Sunset Landscape (Irrigation Leaks)

(714) 971-2421 Vector Control

(877) 728-0446 CR&R (Trash Pickup)

(949) 831-2500 Moulton Niguel Water District

(800) 411-7343 SDG&E

(800) 427-2200 Southern California Gas Company

(949) 470-3045 Animal Control (Mission Viejo Shelter)

County of Orange EMA

911 Emergencies

211 County Service Information

(949) 770-6011 Sheriff’s Dispatch - Non Emergency

(949) 707-2600 City of Laguna Hills

(949) 707-2650 Laguna Hills City - Weed Abatement

(800) 611-7343 SDG&E Emergencies/Outages

Assessment Remittance Address

Please remit all assessments to: 

P.O. Box, 62053, Newark, NJ 07101-8060 

or drop off at the Association office

Board of Directors Meetings

The September Board Meeting and 
Homeowner Forum is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 24th, 2019 with the 
meeting being held at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Association Clubhouse.  All agenda and 
support items must be submitted in writing 
to the Association Office at least two weeks 
in advance of the meeting to allow Board 
Members ample time to review all materials. 
The agenda will be posted in the Association 
Office and on the NGR website on the Friday 
prior to the meeting, or you may contact 
the Association Office to obtain agenda 
information. All homeowners are welcomed 
and encouraged to attend the meetings.

Association Committees

The Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association has 
several committees comprised of Homeowners 
that provide support to the Board of Directors on 
selected Community topics. For more information 
or to join any of our Committees, please contact the 
Association Office at (949) 425-1477.

Architectural Review Committee

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Equestrian Committee

Landscape Committee

Security Committee

Trails & Safety Committee

Architectural Review 
Committee

Architectural Review Committee meetings are 
generally held the second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 pm at the Association Office. Completed 
applications must be submitted to the Association 
Office at least 10 business days prior to the ARC 
meeting. Please check the calendar in each issue of 
the Pony Express for exact submittal deadlines and 
ARC meeting dates.
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Manager's Message
Nellie Gail Ranch Members,

It’s time to bid farewell to summer.  We hope you have had opportunities 
to vacation with family and friends and perhaps see new and interesting 
places.  But there truly is no place like home, especially if you live in Nellie 
Gail Ranch! 

Another concert season is also behind us as Gallup Park hosted a summer 
of classic rock, southern rock, surf music, R&B and “island escapism” 
(Jimmy Buffett).  We are grateful to Tate | LaMott | Group, Melody & 
Associates and Brad Feldman Group who were instrumental in providing 
sponsorships that allowed us to have the August 23rd closing concert.  
We express our gratitude and appreciation to the residents surrounding 

Gallup Park who graciously experience the increased foot traffic, parking and late night takedown 
of the equipment and dance floor. 

As we transition to the Fall season here at the Association office we are supporting dedicated 
Committee Members working on your behalf to make ongoing improvements in the community.  
The Landscape Committee is implementing new planting throughout the community this month 
and next.  The Trails & Safety Committee continues to phase in installation of the new trail signs and 
directional arrows.  The Architectural Review Committee continues to review plans monthly, with 
122 reviewed year-to-date, at an approval rate of 89%.  The Security Committee requested a review 
of street lights and directed reporting outages to SDG&E.  The Equestrian Committee is looking 
forward to completion of the Equestrian Center Clubhouse: deck, patio cover and sliding glass 
door.  The Emergency Preparedness Committee continues to perform radio checks, test emergecy 
equipment, and stand at the ready in the event they are needed.  These six Committees have  forty 
members who are both dedicated and fun to work with!

All our best to everyone this September.  Please enjoy this issue of The Pony Express.

Brian Mitchell

General Manager

SummerConcerts
FRIDAY, JUNE 14-Hall Pass

Classic Rock / 80’s Hits 
FRIDAY, JUNE 28 -Sam Morrison Band

Southern Rock Explosion
FRIDAY, JULY 12- Room at the Top

Tom Petty TributeFRIDAY, JULY 26 -Surf City AIIstars

Beach Boys TributeFRIDAY, AUGUST 9 -Mark Wood Band

Classic Rock / R&B Soul 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 23 -Mark Wood & the Parrot 

Head BandJimmy Buffet Tribute

LIVE MUSIC . DANCING . FOOD TRUCKS

7 PM
9 PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG

GALLUP PARK
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Architectural Reviews

The following properties submitted plans to be reviewed by the Architectural Review Committee 
on August 13th, 2019. 

The Next Deadline for ARC submittal is September 25th, 2019 

Any exterior change to your home or property requires approval. Please consult the Architectural Guidelines available 
at www.NellieGailRanch.org. Submissions for approval are due by 5:00 PM ten business days prior to the meeting date. 
Please see the calendar at the back of the Pony Express or contact the Association Office at (949) 425-1477 for specific 

meeting dates and deadlines or with any questions pertaining to your proposed project.

ADDRESS PROJECT RESULTS

27596 Fargo Driveway Replacement Approved

25761 Nellie Gail Solar Approved with Conditions

27711 Deputy Addition, Painting, Windows, Patio Approved with Conditions

25511 Rapid Falls Solar Approved with Conditions

25461 Rapid Falls Artificial Turf & Fence Screening Denied

25142 Mustang Painting of Home Approved

25326 Gallup Solar Approved with Conditions

25681 Nellie Gail Solar Approved with Conditions

25221 Mustang Re-submittal Front yard Renovation Denied

27092 Lost Colt Solar Approved with Conditions

25752 Prairiestone Hardscape Approved

26242 Hitching Rail Solar Approved with Conditions

26871 Highwood Re-submittal – New Home Construction Approved with Conditions

Welcome to Nellie Gail Ranch
Grant & Jennifer Leathers   •  Mark & Sue Cross   

Joshua & Lauren Nessa
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Board of Directors Meeting
NELLIE GAIL RANCH OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
REGULAR SESSION

TUESDAY, JULY 16th,  2019

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Open Session meeting of the Nellie Gail 
Ranch Owners Association was called to order 
at 7:35 p.m.  

DIRECTORS PRESENT DIRECTOR ABSENT
Mark Fisk    Alex Presley
Loree Blough 
John Park 
Joyce Taylor

MANAGEMENT
Brian Mitchell, General Manager

Dennis Moss, Operations Manager, Parks & 
Recreation Facilities

II. CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT 
OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
MEMBER 

Motion: Fisk

Second: Blough

Resolution:  To approve appointment of 
Stephen Davis, subject to signing the Community 
Leader Code of Conduct Acknowledgement, to 
serve as a Member of the Architectural Review 
Committee through January 31, 2020.

The motion carried unanimously. 

III. HOMEOWNER FORUM

A. OPEN HOMEOWNER FORUM

One (1) homeowner signed in for the forum 
and addressed the Board regarding weed 
maintenance in the community.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION REPORT

A. REPORT ON EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MEETINGS 

An Executive Session meeting was held on June 
18, 2019.  Actions taken included:

• Approval of the May 21, 2019 Executive 
Session Minutes.

• Reviewed status of legal and enforcement 
matters.

• Reviewed proposed Clubhouse change 
order, deferred approval pending further review.

• Approval of a contract with Mark Wood 
Entertainment for a 6th Summer Concert

• Approval of contract with Mudd Industries 
to repair and refurbish the Monument Park 
monument.

• Reviewed Hidden Trail easement and 
potential contract to modify trail layout, deferred 
action.

• Consideration of upcoming contract 
renewals with Evolution Swim, Chip & Charge, 
Hayden Equine, Sea Stallion Scuba and Swim 
Velocity - deferred action.

•  Approved member payment plan request

• Reviewed and filed the Collection and   
 Delinquency Reports 

• Reviewed and filed Violation Report.

• Reviewed and filed Correspondence.

• Received draft payroll budget reports.

An Executive Session meeting was held on 
July 2, 2019. Action taken included: Approval of 
clubhouse refresh project contract amendment 
with completion date commitment and approval 
of change order scope of work with final approval 
pending. 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR

Motion: Park

Second: Blough

Resolution:   To approve Consent Calendar 
resolutions for agenda items V-A through V-D.

The motion carried unanimously. 
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A. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF OPEN 
SESSION MINUTES

Resolution:  To approve the Open Session 
Minutes dated June 18, 2019 as presented.

B. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF MAY 
2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Resolution:  To approve the financial statements 
for the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association 
dated May 31, 2019 reflecting the following:

The Consolidated Balance Sheet reflects 
$3,650,550 in reserve funds, $1,718,281 in 
operating funds, $5,400 in Petty Cash, and 
$441,651 in Stall, Trail and Architectural Deposits 
for a total cash balance of $5,815,881.

Year to date Assessment Revenue totals 
$1,606,190 compared to the budgeted 
$1,679,958.  

Year to date Total Consolidated Revenue is 
$2,677,664 to the budgeted $2,691,220.  

The Consolidated Net Decrease for the 
month prior to adjustments for depreciation is 
($79,995) compared to the budgeted decrease 
of ($109,197).  Consolidated Net Income year 
to date prior to adjustments for depreciation is 
$248,660 compared to the budgeted increase 
of $132,881. Year to date reserve funding is 
$389,624 compared to a budget of $328,962.  
The variance is reserve interest income.

Delinquency Statistics:

• Four (4) past owner delinquencies total  
 $8,255 in assessments and $3,777 in   
 assessment judgments.

• Forty-six (46) current owner past due   
 delinquencies total $47,973 in    
 assessments and $4,910 in assessment  
 judgments.

• The collection attorney is currently   
 working on twelve (12) past and current  
 homeowner accounts to collect    
 on judgments and/or past    
 due assessment balances. 

• Total accumulated outstanding    
 assessments total 2.5% of the annual   
 assessment budget.

C. REPORT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION APPROVAL 
TO COMMENCE FORECLOSURE ON TWO 
ACCOUNTS

Resolution:  To report the April 23, 2019 
Executive Session approval to commence 
foreclosure for collection of outstanding 
assessments on the following parcel:

Parcel Number
Assessments 

Due
Total 

Amount 
Due

627-301-14 $1,592 $2,187

627-181-07 $1,592 $2,880

D. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL TO RECORD 
LIENS ON FOUR (4) PROPERTIES

Resolutions: To authorize and instruct 
Management to record a lien on four (4) 
delinquent accounts should their assessments 
not be paid within the time period established 
in the Intent to Lien Letter. In accordance with 
the Corporation’s Assessment Collection Policy, 
a letter was sent to the homeowners notifying 
them that they have 30 days to pay the balance 
owed or a lien will be placed on their property.  
Therefore, the Board directs Management to lien 
the accounts listed below should the delinquent 
assessments not be paid within the time period 
established in the Intent to Lien Letter:

Account No. Total Amt Due

0330-04 $796.00
0708-01 $796.00
0866-01 $796.00

0976-01 $1,974.00

End of Consent Calendar

Item Pulled from Consent Calendar

E. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 
DELINQUENCY POLICY FOR MAILING WITH 
THE 2019-20 BUDGET AND $20 ASSESSMENT 
CREDIT FOR FULL ANNUAL ASSESSMENT 
PAYMENT BY OCTOBER 31, 2019 

Motion: Park

Second: Fisk
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Resolution:  To adopt the Delinquency Policy 
effective October 1, 2019 for mailing to the 
membership with the 2019-20 Budget and 
associated disclosures.  

and,

To approve an assessment credit of $20 for 
homeowners who pay the full years assessment 
by October 31, 2019.

The motion carried unanimously. 

VI. REPORTS

The following reports were received and 
filed by the Board:  Architectural Review, 
Communications, Equestrian Center, Events, 
Landscape, Solar, Swim Center, Tennis Center 
and Trails/Common Area.

VII. OLD BUSINESS - NONE

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. CONSIDERATION OF FIRST DRAFT OF 
CLUBHOUSE LANDSCAPE PLANTING PLAN 

This item was tabled.

B. CONSIDERATION OF REVISION TO 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER USE FEES  

Motion: Park

Second: Fisk

Resolution:   To approve the 2019-20 Equestrian 
Center Fee Schedule effective October 1, 2019 
implementing the following changes:

• Monthly stall boarding and dry stall fees  
 increased the amount of 3%.  

• Day service boarding fee increased from  
 $25 to $30 without feed and $65 to $75  
 with feed.

• Trailer storage fees increased from $100  
 per month to $120 for residents and   
 $150  to $170 for non-residents.

The motion carried unanimously. 

C. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 2019-20 
RESERVE STUDIES 

Motion: Park

Second: Blough

Resolution:   To approve the 2019-20 reserve 
study and reserve funding plans as follows:

• Association Master 2019-20 Reserve 
Study and Reserve Funding Plan as prepared 
by Association Reserves.  The 2018-19 year-end 
funding level is 139.3% with approved 2019-
20 budgeted contributions in the amount of 
$15,600 per month at the current contribution 
level.

• Equestrian Center 2019-20 Reserve 
Study and Reserve Funding Plan as prepared 
by Association Reserves.  The 2018-19 year-end 
funding level is 85.7% with approved 2019-20 
budgeted contributions in the amount of $9,200 
per month at the current contribution level.

• Swim Center 2019-20 Reserve Study 
and Reserve Funding Plan as prepared by 
Association Reserves.  The 2018-19 year-end 
funding level is 109.9% with approved 2019-20 
budgeted contributions in the amount of $4,950 
per month at the recommended contribution 
level.

• Tennis Center 2019-20 Reserve Study 
and Reserve Funding Plan as prepared by 
Association Reserves.  The 2018-19 year-end 
funding level is 102.3% with approved 2019-20 
budgeted contributions in the amount of $6,800 
per month at the recommended contribution 
level.

• The consolidated funding for all reserves 
is 112.7%.

• Management is directed to re-allocate 
the October 1, 2019 beginning year reserve 
balance in accordance with the reserve study 
recommendations.

The motion carried unanimously. 

D. CONSIDERATION OF 2019-20 FISCAL YEAR 
DRAFT BUDGET AND ASSUMPTIONS

The Board reviewed the draft budgets and 
requested a Budget Workshop Meeting be 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 30, 2019.

IX. CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence was received and filed.

X. NEXT MEETING 

The Budget Workshop Meeting will be held July 
30, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. and the next regular Open 
Session Board of Directors meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.  
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XI. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

NELLIE GAIL RANCH OWNERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS BUDGET MEETING 

- OPEN SESSION - 

TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2019

MINUTES

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Open Session Budget meeting of the Nellie 

Gail Ranch Owners Association was called to 

order at 6:35 p.m.  

DIRECTORS PRESENT DIRECTOR ABSENT

Mark Fisk    

John Park 

Joyce Taylor 

Loree Blough 
Alex Presley (via telephone 7:50 p.m.)

MANAGEMENT

Brian Mitchell, General Manager

II. HOMEOWNER FORUM

A. OPEN HOMEOWNER FORUM

Two (2) homeowners signed in for the forum 

and addressed the Board regarding the budget 

and a request to allocate additional cell tower 

revenue to the Equestrian Center Budget.

III. CONSIDERATION OF 2019-20 FISCAL YEAR 
DRAFT BUDGET AND ASSUMPTIONS

A.  CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 2019-

20 FISCAL YEAR ASSOCIATION COST CENTER 

BUDGET 

Motion: Park

Second: Fisk

Resolution: To approve the 2019-20 Association 
Cost Center Budget for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 2019.

• The approved budget will incorporate a  

 new assessment level at $437 per   
 quarter, an increase of 9.8% above   
 the current $398 level.  

• The driving factors for the increase are  
 as follows::

 1. Cell tower revenue is decreasing $1.18  
 per homeowner per month due to loss of  
 one tower tenant resulting from mergers.

 2. Mobile patrol security is increasing   
 $0.47 per homeowner per month.    
 Funding for mobile patrol security is           
 consistent with the Member vote June 

 2019.

 3. Contract landscape is increasing $0.79  
 per homeowner per month primarily due  
 to minimum wage increases. 

 4. Payroll and payroll taxes are increasing  
 $2.71 per homeowner per month.

 5. Trail maintenance is increasing $8.29  
 per homeowner per month.  The services  
 were bid out and the current service   
 provider is providing the best value.

Ayes:    Fisk, Park, Taylor, Presley
Nays:    Blough

The motion carried.

B. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 2019-20 
FISCAL YEAR EQUESTRIAN CENTER BUDGET 

Motion: Park

Second: Blough

Resolution: To approve the 2019-20 Equestrian 
Center Budget for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 2019.

The motion carried unanimously. 

C. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 2019-20 
FISCAL YEAR TENNIS CENTER BUDGET 

Motion: Park

Second: Fisk

Resolution: To approve the 2019-20 Tennis 
Center Budget for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 2019.

The motion carried unanimously. 

D. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF 
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2019-20 FISCAL YEAR ASSOCIATION SWIM 
CENTER BUDGET 

Motion: Blough

Second: Taylor

Resolution: To eliminate weekday lifeguard 
services from the budget and to require tennis 
and swim camp service providers to provide 
certified lifeguards during each camps use of 
the Swim Center.

The motion carried unanimously. 

And,
Motion: Blough

Second: Taylor

Resolution: To approve the 2019-20 Tennis 
Center Budget for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 2019.

The motion carried unanimously. 

IV. NEXT MEETING 

The next Open Session Board of Directors 

meeting is August 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 

V. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

We  a r e  f i n a l i z i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d   
c l e a n i n g  u p ,  t o  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n 

o f  t h e  n e w l y  r e n o v a t e d 
Ne l l i e  G a i l  Ra n c h  Cl u b h o u s e . 
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Solar Power Savings Update

Nellie Gail Ranch’s solar system at the 
Association Clubhouse became operational 
December 2012. Our 6-1/2 years savings 
to date are over $64,000 as early this year 
we passed the halfway mark to offsetting 
the cost of the system. Our savings year by 
year will continue increasing as the cost per 
KwH goes up. The system was designed to 
produce 38,000 KwH’s per year and we have 
averaged 38,605 so the math and projections 
have proven to be pretty accurate 

Nellie Gail
S.M.A.R.T.

Solar Power Savings & 
HomeownerFencing

As the current system offsets around 15% of our 
overall use we have opportunities to consider 
further savings. A component of the Association 
Clubhouse refresh project is better
lighting control for the tennis courts which we 
will be able to implement when work is finished. 
Additionally we are reaching out to solar 
providers to see what new opportunities there
may be to expand our savings.

Meanwhile, it is reassuring to track the investments 
of past years and see them continuing to benefit 
the Nellie Gail Ranch community!

Homeowner Trail Fencing and Perimter 
Fencing

Boulder Earthwork repairs and replaces 
Association fencing throughout the community.  
If your property perimeter and wood trail fencing 
is in a state of disrepair, Boulder Earthwork, is 
currently offering discounted prices for Nellie 
Gail Ranch residents to repair, remove or replace 
3-rail wood trail fencing. 

Removal of fencing with no replacement is $7 
per lineal foot.  If your trail fencing is in a state 
of disrepair, please consider removing and 
deciding at a future date what to replace it with.  
Removal of dilapidated fencing reduces risk 
associated with loose boards and exposed nails 
or screws. 

Boulder’s price for removal and replacement 
using pressure treated lumber $32 per lineal 
foot.  That is for the basic 3-rail wood fence 
along a property perimter or trail.  Wood fencing 
with attachments like chicken wire or mesh will 
cost extra based on materials used and requires 
an onsite estimate. 

Repairing sections of existing fencing does 
not require an ARC application.  Replacing an 
existing fence like for like will require an ARC 
application but we will  waive the application  
fee.  Replacing fencing with different materials 
or in different locations will require an application 
and the associated fee.

Please review your fencing at your earliest 
opportunity and take steps to remove, repair or 
replace as may be appropriate.  

You may reach Boulder Earthwork at 949-635-
6958 or boulderosvaldo@aol.com
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1948. With his family he moved to Lakewood, CA 
in 1952. And, moved to Newport Beach in 1964 
where he graduated from Newport Harbor High 
School in 1966. He went to Cal State Long Beach 
where he got his BS in Accounting in 1970.

Right out of college he was a successful 
accountant  with the  drive to start his  
own business. He found his success with 
manufacturing circuit boards. However, it was 
friends and family that defined him, not his career
.
Ron talked to anyone and everyone. He was 
genuinely curious and interested in all the people 
he met and asked them all sorts of questions, 
some of which maybe no one had ever asked
them before. He loved meeting people and 
learning about them. His sense of humor was 
wonderful and unique, and he loved to share 
funny stories. Ron was a wealth of information
and advice, and a helping hand to all those lucky 
enough to cross his path. Many would say that 
Ron was a genuinely kind, gentle, and happy 
soul that brought great joy to others.

He loved walking around Nellie Gail, particularly 
Gallup Park, talking with countless residents 
here on his walks. He loved his neighborhood 
and the people in it and delighted in sharing 
the nearly 40 year history of this neighborhood’s 
people and places. We “his official neighbors” are 
planning to dedicate a bench or table and plaque 
to honor and remember him in Gallup Park. He 
walked his white lab, Ziggy, every morning and 
grew his circle of friends and neighbors each 
day. And, he will be dearly missed.

Any donation would be much appreciated. 
Thank you in advance.

Send to:  Joan Reynolds
  25491 Rangewood Road
  Laguna Hills, CA 92653
  Joan4homes@gmail.com

Ron Larson

Nearly a 40-year Nellie Gail Ranch resident, Ron 
Larson, who resided on Flintlock died August 5, 
2019. 

Ron was Nellie Gail Ranch’s “Mr Rogers.” He 
never met a person who did not become his 
friend and neighbor.

With his wife, Cheryl, they searched for 2 years 
looking for their perfect home for their family 
of seven and found it here in Nellie Gail. Many 
people knew Ron from the Tennis Club, his long 
walks around the neighborhood, or through one 
of his five children: Jeff, Leanne, Andy, Ryan, 
and Mike. He was a father that loved his kids. 
He coached AYSO soccer, NJB basketball, and 
Little League baseball. Even decades later he 
remembered and every player he had on his 
teams and their families.

He was born in Janesville, WI on September 7, 

In Memory
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949-462-9200

Book Online We Will Be On Time!
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Equestrian Center News

The Nellie Gail Ranch 
Equestrian Center has 

boarding stalls available! If 
you or someone you know 
is interested in boarding 

a horse at the Center, 
please contact Charee 

Jones at (949) 371-1595 or 
chareej@nelliegailranch.org. 

• 12ft X 12ft Stalls

• Professional Trainers on site

• Timothy, Orchard, and Alfalfa 
feed offered to all boarders.

• Three full-size arenas including 
a Dressage Court

• Cross ties with hot and cold 
water

• Beautifully maintained grounds

available
HORSE STALLS

Jones at (949) 371-1595 or 

12ft X 12ft Stalls

Three full-size arenas including 

HORSE SPOTLIGHT

Wiz is a ten year old 
Hanoverian mare and I am 

the. proud owner and 
breeder of Wiz. 

Wiz is in training with 
Jessica Havey, a great 

dressage trainer! 
We love the Nellie Gail Ranch 

Equestrian Center and the 
management is great and the 

people are friendly. 
You can't ask for anything 

better than that!!!
Warmly, 

Liz Lindberg
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KEEP YOUR HORSES HYDRATED

Horses Can Suffer from Dehydration Too!

Horses consume 5 to 10 gallons of water per 
day depending on their size. Horses that are 
heavily worked may consume up to 20 gal-
lons in a day.  Dehydration in horses can lead 
to a decrease in performance, colic and in the 
worst-case can be life threatening. 
To help prevent a horse from getting dehydrat-
ed, we must ensure that our horses have 24/7 
access to clean water.  We should also offer 
horses an adequate amount of salt and miner-
als each day. Taking water with us when travel-
ing may be warranted if your horse doesn’t like 
the taste of “strange water”.  We can also work 
or ride our horses during the cooler times of the 
day such as in the early morning or evenings. 

There are a few tests and things we can watch 
for to determine if our horse has become de-
hydrated. The first one is the capillary refill time 
test. While doing this test, use a few fingers to 
gently press on your horses’ upper gum. The 

skin will turn white in the area you are pressing. 
As you release the pressure, the gums should 
turn pink within in a few seconds. If it takes lon-
ger to turn pink, your horse may be dehydrat-
ed. Additionally, your horses’ eyes and gums 
should appear moist. If they appear red or dry, it 
may be a sign of dehydration. Lethargy, dry ma-
nure and reduced amount of urine output may 
also be signs of dehydration. 

It is best to act quickly if you suspect your horse 
has become dehydrated. We have all heard the 
saying “you can lead a horse to water, but you 
can’t make him drink”. Equestrians know this to 
be very true. A horse may refuse to drink due to 
salt loss during sweating. Refrain from forcing 
a horse to drink with either a hose or syringe. 
Doing so poses a risk of getting water into their 
respiratory system.  Your horses’ refusal to drink 
water is nature’s way to prevent further reduc-
tion of the horses’ electrolyte balance.  Further 
treatment options for dehydration include hos-
ing down a warm horse and scraping the water 
off. Providing over the counter electrolytes may 

also be an option. 
Be very careful 
when administer-
ing electrolytes as 
too much salt can 
disrupt a horses’ 
electrolyte bal-
ance. 

We have shared 
with you some, but 
not all symptoms 
and remedies for 
equine dehydra-
tion. It is best to 
consult with a vet-
erinary profession-
al to come up with 
a plan to prevent 
or treat dehydra-
tion in your horse. 
And of course, 
drink plenty of wa-
ter yourself too.  

Happy trails! 
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Tennis Center News 

Junior Tennis Program in Full Swing

Mini Tennis

Tennis clinics for children of all abilities ages 5 to 

8 years old.

This program encompasses the proven Net Gen-

eration philosophy which specializes in the de-

velopment of mini tennis players. Net Generation 

is a celebration of a game where no one sits on 

the sidelines. Tennis is easy to learn and tailored 

for all ages and abilities, giving kids a game that 

will help them build friendships and learn skills 

they’ll use for life. Kids who play tennis will be 

healthier, happier and have a game they can play 

for life. By capturing the thrill and fun of the game 

and developing skills on and off the court, we can 
build the next generation of greats.

Junior Development

Tennis clinics for youth of all abilities ages 9 and 

older.

We believe in youth being active for life. Our goal 

is to instill a healthy lifestyle through our teaching 

in this program. The Junior 

Development Program en-

vironment is fun yet chal-

lenging with good disci-

pline and organization. We 

have a strong emphasis 

on reception, movement, 

technical & tactical skills 

as well as stroke devel-

opment. Our experienced 

coaches are expert skill 

developers. They have 

specialized youth develop-

ment knowledge and pas-

sionately believe in Long 

Term Athlete Development.

High Performance Academy

A specialty service for the highest level of compe-

tition players ages 11 and older.

The High-Performance Academy offers after 
school, part time and full-time training options. The 

goal is to create an environment where players can 

maximize their potential while working towards 

obtaining a scholarship for College or pursuing a 

professional career in tennis. We understand that 

each player is unique and so our objective is to 

provide an individually tailored service within a 

group environment.

Some recent success from our performance 

players:

Junior ITF title - U18

Finalist of Ojai - U16

Woody Hunt Singles Champion - U16

Woody Hunt Doubles Champion - U16

Woody Hunt Doubles Champion - U10

War by the Shore Singles Champion - U18

Bronze Ball winner Easter Bowl doubles - U12 

Multiple players competed at Intersectional, Sec-

tional and Zonal CIF Championships

We provide 3 programs for junior players that cater to players of all abilities from ages 5+
CALL TO BOOK A FREE TRIAL!
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This has been a great summer for Evolution Swim Academy and the Nellie Gail Ranch 

community. We had many homeowners participate in swim lessons, water polo and sports 

camp. The children were lead by fun and energetic counselors and they spent their camp days 

learning new sports and skills, making new friends and learning the value of sportsmanship.  

All three programs continue to be well-received and we continue to 

see more & more Nellie Gail Ranch families participating. 

Summer Camp News 
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Team Darkhorse
By: Karen Robbins

MEET JACEY WOLF

Nellie Gail Ranch resident Jacey Wolf is a preter-
naturally accomplished young lady whose ambi-
tions are leavened with a compassionate heart.  
Where her active mind goes, there follows her 
heart.  This became clear to me when Jacey, her 
mother and I arranged a meeting to discuss Ja-
cey’s interest in volunteering to bake for Team 
Darkhorse’s Memorial weekend events. 

Here in her words are why and what motivated 
her, and her observations on that day.  

Q:  TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF -- WHERE 
DO YOU ATTEND SCHOOL, WHAT GRADE LEV-
EL, HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN NELLIE 
GAIL RANCH?
My name is Jacey, and I am 13 years old.  I am 
going into 8th grade this year and attend Van-
damme Academy.  I have lived in Nellie Gail Ranch 
for about 12 years, almost 13, so pretty much my 
whole life.

Q:  IN WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITES 
DO YOU PARTICIPATE?
I play club water polo and have been for almost 2 
years now.  I play piano, take Spanish classes, do 
a community service program, and I also like tak-

ing drama classes and acting in plays on the side.

Q:    HOW DID YOU SELECT TEAM DARKHORSE 
AS THE NON-PROFIT YOU WANTED TO SUP-
PORT?  TO WHAT EVENTS DID YOU BRING 
YOUR BAKED GOODS?
Well, I was looking around at a few places with 
my mom and when Team Darkhorse came up 
we thought, it’s close to our house, so why not 
give it a look.  The second that I looked at what 
they did I instantly knew that I wanted to support 
them for my Mitzvah project.  I am very support-
ive of the Marines and was amazed by the work 
that Team Darkhorse had done.  I baked and 
brought dozens of goods to the Annual Team 
Darkhorse banquet and baked more cookies for 
the Memorial Day race the following morning.

Q.  WAS THIS SUPPORT PART OF A LARGER 
SERVICE GOAL?
To be honest, when I first started this project it was 
kind of an, "ok I found a place let’s get this done 
and over with."  But once I started getting into it, it 
became something more.  I wanted to be a part 
of this amazing organization and it definitely be-
came larger than just a service goal and really 
meant something to me.

Q.  HOW MANY HOURS DID YOU SPEND BAK-
ING?   
In total, I spent about 15-16 hours baking every-
thing.

Q.   HOW MUCH DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE 
EVENT, AND THE MARINES BEFORE ATTEND-
ING AND WORKING AT THE DINNER?
I pretty much knew nothing about the event be-
fore I attended it.  I had absolutely no idea what 
to expect, because I had never been to one of 
these banquets before.  I had a big picture idea 
about the Marines before attending the dinner 
you could say.  I didn’t really know how dedicat-
ed these people were to saving our country and 
I respect each and every one of them incredibly 
now that I know so much more.

E
v

e
n

to
g

ra
p

h
y



24 | THE PONY EXPRESS

 

 

Families and friends of the 11th MEU, 

Greetings from the Middle East. There have been a lot of news reports coming from this region, so I 

wanted to get another letter out and make sure you know how our team is doing. We have been busy in 

the two weeks since I wrote to you last…like the two weeks before that and the two weeks before that! 

Really I just wanted to take the opportunity to tell you about how proud I am of your Marines and Sailors. 

This is a unique time in our deployment. Currently we have Marines and Sailors spread out in a wide 

area. Having our people in different locations means each and every member of our team is going to have 

a different experience. Some have been able to call home more often than others and some have had 

access to commercial internet and Wi-Fi services at various locations. This is the nature of deploying with 

a MEU. So while I know it may be difficult not hearing from your loved one as often as you’d like, please 

know that they will be in touch soon.  

As a Marine Expeditionary Unit, we are used to working with uncertainty - it is part of the job! There will 

be doubt about what our future holds and where exactly we will go to next. Our current plans could 

change tomorrow or as soon as I send this letter. As I’ve said before, we are the most well-trained team 

for this task, and your Marine or Sailor is ready for what comes next. We remain flexible and ready for 

whatever is to come our way. We represent a certain force for our Nation in an uncertain time.  

I am so proud of the Marines and Sailors who make up the 11th MEU. We are comprised of a lot of very 

young people, most of them younger than 22 years old. I am continually awe-inspired by the amazing 

things they are doing.  

Please continue to follow our deployment along on all of our sites which I have posted below my 

signature line in this letter. There you will see what your loved one has been contributing to for the last 

three months. Again if there are questions or concerns, please contact our Deployment Readiness 

Coordinator, Kyp Hughes. 

Thank you for your continued support to the Marines and Sailors of the 11th MEU. We continue to earn 

the title the “Pride of the Pacific.” 

 

 

F. Fridriksson 

Commanding Officer 

 

 

Q.  DO YOU HAVE ANY OBSERVATIONS YOU 
CAN SHARE FROM YOUR EXPERIENCES THAT 
NIGHT AND THE FOLLOWING DAY AT THE 
EXPO?
I can definitely say that everyone in that room at 
the banquet were amazing people and I could 
easily tell that they didn’t just have respect for 
themselves and their families, but for everyone 
that was there, which really made me happy.  
Team Darkhorse works so incredibly hard and 
is so successful in what they do, and they did a 

fantastic job with the event this year.
Q  WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE OTHER YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY TO KNOW 
ABOUT TEAM DARKHORSE?
I want people to know how trustworthy and 
incredible Team Darkhorse is as an organization.  
They have done so much to support and give 
to the people that serve our country and make 
them very happy.  It is an amazing foundation 
and I am really looking forward to doing more to 
help out this amazing organization.

Our city's adopted Marine Battalion (nicknamed Darkhorse) is currently deployed on the 11th MEU (Military 
Expeiditionary Unit) which is comprised of three naval ships now circulating in waters of the Middle East. 
You may have read about these Marines in recent news articles. Below is a letter we received from their 
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Marty Samuel
(949) 643-1321

Want to stay updated on all Nellie Gail listing & sales activity?  

Email me for a free personalized MLS Portal:  marty@martysamuel.com

DRE #00452321

ENJOY THE WONDERFUL MISSION VIEJO LIFESTYLE - OFFERED AT $679,900

Very popular single-story floorplan. Wonderful cul-de-sac street, and a very private back yard. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living room, dining room, and family 
room with romantic fireplace in  approximately 1561 sqft. Beautiful kitchen with granite countertops, remodeled & upgraded bathrooms, an inside laundry 

room, and 2-car garage. Low property tax rate, low association dues, and no Mello-Roos. Outstanding award-winning Saddleback Valley Unified School 
District.  Great community parks, just a short distance to beautiful Crucero Park, Casta del Sol golf course nearby, and all the fabulous amenities of 

Lake Mission Viejo are yours to enjoy. 

Proud to be a Nellie Gail Homeowner for 34 years!  
No broker residing here has sold more Nellie Gail Homes.
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Written by: Security Committee Member, William Hunt
                                               Retired OC Sheriff Lieutenant

Security Safety Tip of the Month:
Neighborhood Watch

Is Neighborhood Watch Right for You?

In March of this year, members of the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Department met with Nel-
lie Gail Ranch residents at the Association 
Clubhouse to gauge our interest in starting a 
Neighborhood Watch Program in the Nellie 
Gail Ranch community.  It was a well-attended 
event.

What is Neighborhood Watch?

Neighborhood Watch is a crime-prevention 
program that began in the 1960’s.   It brings 
neighbors together and teaches them how 
to make their neighborhoods safer by sharing 
basic crime prevention techniques and identi-
fying and reporting suspicious activity to law 
enforcement.

How Does Neighborhood Watch Work?

A neighborhood watch program encourages 
people living in the same area, who want to 
make their neighborhood safer to share infor-
mation amongst themselves and with local 
law enforcement in order to reduce crime and 
improve their quality of life. Neighborhood 
watch groups are led by a block Captain who 
holds regular meetings to plan how they will 
accomplish their specific goals to make their 
neighborhood a safer place.  Neighborhood 
watch empowers citizens and communities 
to combat crime and become active in emer-
gency preparedness in their neighborhoods. 

The Benefits of Neighborhood Watch

• Deters criminal activity
• Creates a greater sense of security and 

reduces fear of crime.
• Builds closer relationships with neigh-

bors as people look out for one another, 
which  promotes neighborhood aware-
ness.

• Teaches proven, crime prevention meth-
ods that reduces your likelihood of be-
coming a crime victim.

• Instructs residents on how to observe 
and report suspicious activities in 
your community. 

• Builds a closer relationship between the 
community and local law enforcement.

How to Get Involved in Neighborhood Watch

The Orange County Sheriff’s Department 
is looking for people who want to become 
Neighborhood Watch Block Captains in Nel-
lie Gail Ranch.  If you are interested in taking a 
leadership role in making your street or neigh-
borhood safer, contact our Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department, Neighborhood Watch 
Coordinator,   CSO Timory Sayne by email at 
crimeprevention@lagunahillsca.gov, and take 
a bite out of crime!

mailto:crimeprevention@lagunahillsca.gov
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Surviving the Earthquake - Part 2 

Steps to Take DURING and AFTER an Earthquake

By: Dr. Kenneth S. Cheng

The importance of preparing for a major 
earthquake has never been more critical: Less 
than two years ago, the US Geological Survey 
(USGS) published their latest study, The Uniform 
California Earthquake Rupture Forecast, Version 
3 where one of the findings is that the likelihood 
of an 8.0 or greater earthquake occurring in 
southern California in the next 30 years increased 
from 4.7% to 7.0%. This increase is attributed to 
a better understanding of the relationship be-
tween adjoining faults, specifically, that these 
faults could rupture simultaneously. This also 
raised the likelihood of a 6.9 earthquake (equiv-
alent to the Northridge Earthquake of 1994) oc-
curring in the next 30 years to a 40%-50% range. 
It is clear that major earthquakes continue to be 
a significant concern in the scientific community. 
“We are fortunate that seismic activity in Califor-
nia has been relatively low over the past century. 
But we know that tectonic forces are continually 
tightening the springs of the San Andreas Fault 
System, making big quakes inevitable,” said Tom 
Jordan, Director of the Southern California Earth-
quake Center and co-author of the study.

In the last several issues of The Pony     
Express, we talked about major earthquakes 
globally, and how Southern California will expe-
rience its own BIG ONE.  In last month’s article, 
we described what you should do BEFORE the 
earthquake strikes.  Implementing these steps 
will help make the earthquake less inconvenient 
and possibly more survivable.  This month’s fo-
cus is on what you should do DURING and im-
mediately AFTER the earthquake.  How you re-
spond to the event and what you do the minutes 
after an earthquake will drastically help in your 
survival.

DURING THE EARTHQUAKE.  At the mo-
ment a large earthquake hits, it is best to seek a 
safe environment where ever you are.  If indoors, 
DROP to the ground, take COVER under or next 

to a sturdy desk or table (keyword being stur-
dy), and HOLD ON during the shaking.  Ones best 
chance of surviving a ceiling collapse is to be in 
an air pocket formed by being under or next to 
heavy, supportive furniture.  It is best to lay in 
the fetal position, hands and arms covering your 
neck and face and holding on or bracing your-
self during the shaking.  If these options are not 
available, lying next to an interior wall or interior 
corner may also provide you adequate protec-
tion.  Right now, stop and look around the room 
you are in and find those safe areas - almost ev-
ery room in your home has them.  As indicated 
last month, the kitchen is one of the worst places 
to be during an earthquake because of the high 
likelihood of broken glass, sharp utensils, liquids, 
etc.  Equally bad are bathrooms due to the mir-
rors, glass showers, etc.  Should the earthquake 
occur while you are sleeping, simply roll out of 
bed and lay next to it covering your face and 
neck with your pillow or blankets.  

You should avoid exterior walls and win-
dows, door jambs (not as reliable a safe area 
and swinging doors can also cause injury), and 
brick walls and chimneys (because of falling ob-
jects, especially from the exterior chimney fall-
ing through the roof).  As tempting as it may be, 
do not run outside during an earthquake; many 
of the injuries and deaths from the 1995 Mex-
ico City earthquake (magnitude 8.0, 10 times 
stronger than Haiti) occurred when people were 
struck by falling objects while trying to escape 
buildings.

If you are outdoors or in your car, safely 
pull off to the side of the road, avoiding pow-
erlines or stopping next to trees and buildings.  
In most situations, you should stay in your car.  
The only exception to this is if you are in an un-
derground parking garage, in a tunnel or in an 
underpass, in which case you should consider 
getting out (if safe) and lying next to your car, 
forming the air pocket discussed above.  
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AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE.  Once the 
earthquake has stopped, you need to assess 
the well-being of your family.  If it is dark, do not 
use matches or candles as a source of light un-
til you have completely evaluated your home 
for damage.   If you are trapped, remain calm 
and check yourself for injuries and evaluate your 
surroundings.  Find a hard object and use it to 
tap on another hard object in a rhythmic pattern 
as Search and Rescue Teams have vibration 
detection equipment that can sense these vi-
brations hundreds of feet away.  If you are not 
trapped but others are, notify emergency ser-
vices (if available) and notify your Block Captain.  
Light rescue (a topic of a future article) may be 
needed to bring them to safety.  Anything other 
than light rescue should not be attempted with-
out proper training and equipment.  Once you 
have determined that lives are secure, you will 
now need to secure your property.  

You should immediately shut off the wa-
ter from the meter or entry point to your home.  
This will help preserve the purity of the water in 
your plumbing (including your hot water heater.)  
Some disaster preparedness resources advo-
cate filling your tub and other receptacles with 
water immediately after an earthquake.  If you 
have water pressure, this can be done but you 
must keep in mind that this water could already 
be contaminated (as water and sewer lines often 
run in close proximity to each other).  If you de-
cide to do this, use only the cold water tap to fill 
the tubs so as to preserve the purity of the water 
in your hot water heater.  

Check for gas leaks not only within the 

home but also to your outdoor barbeque, pool 
heater and anywhere else natural gas is used on 
your property.  You should shut off the gas main 
ONLY if you hear or smell a gas leak.  Do not au-
tomatically shut off the gas because some shut 
off valves can only be turned back on by the gas 
company (a low priority service call during a ma-
jor disaster).  Turning your gas off prematurely 
could prevent you from being able to use this 
resource for weeks or months. Important:  you 
should, however, turn off the gas to your hot wa-
ter heater.  

If you notice that doors do not open or 
close properly, the building is no longer plumb 
and likely indicates an unsound structure.  You 
should strongly consider leaving the building 
immediately and stay in open areas away from 
the building as aftershocks could cause a col-
lapse.
 Imagine for a moment that a large earth-
quake hits Southern California and knocks out all 
utilities, including phone service.  Because you 
have taken the steps from this series of articles, 
you are prepared.  But how will you communi-
cate to your spouse at work that you are safe?  
Who will pick up the kids at school and how 
will you get there?  How do you tell your friends 
and family outside of this area that you are OK?  
Or, if you have a true medical emergency and 
need paramedics, how will you summon help?  
The Nellie Gail Ranch Emergency Preparedness 
Committee has established a “Neighbor Helping 
Neighbor Assistance Program” (including emer-
gency radio communications in the event land 
lines and cell phone communications are not 
available.)  The Assistance Program, emergency 
communications, and the concept of designat-
ed Block Captains will be the subject of future 
articles.  Today’s article is one of several articles 
written by your Emergency Preparedness Com-
mittee to help you prepare, be self-reliant and 
be of assistance to your neighbors in the event 
of a regional emergency.  The information is not 
meant to be exhaustive or complete, but is a 
good starting point in your planning process.  

Would you rather be prepared or would you 
rather be reliant on others?  

The choice is yours.
epc@nelliegailranch.org
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Business Directory

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

INNOVATIVE PRINTING 
SOLUTIONS
Quality Printing Specialists
(888) 574-0005
(760) 420-1950
www.IPSprinter.com
(See page 37 for advertisement)

RECREATION & SPORTS 

DISCLAIMER: The paid advertisements contained within the Business Directory are not endorsed 
nor recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. Therefore, the Nellie Gail 
Ranch Owners Association, the Board of Directors, and its employees may not be held liable or 
responsible for business practices, actions, or products of persons and/or companies who place 
advertisements in the Business Directory or the Pony Express magazine. Any use of the “Nellie 
Gail” name in said advertisements is not affiliated with the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association.

TO ADVERTISE IN THE PONY EXPRESS
CALL: (949) 425-1477 •  EMAIL PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG
MARKET TO TARGETED & DEDICATED HOUSEHOLDS & RESIDENTS
NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENT-OWNED BUSINESS*

NELLIE GAIL RANCH 
PRESCHOOL
Certified Child Development
Playtime, Reading, Science, Art & 
More!
(949) 290-1924
(See page 38 for advertisement)

EDUCATION & TRAINING

* EVOLUTION SWIM ACADEMY
Nellie Gail Swim Lessons & Swim 
Team
(949) 388-4545
www.evolutionswim.com 
(See page 35 for advertisement)

*

HOME & GARDEN

MUDD INDUSTRIES, INC
Landscape Architecture and 
Construction
(949) 716-7002
www.muddinc.com
(Back Cover for advertisement)

*

*PACIFIC CREST ROOFING, INC.
Re-Tile, Re-Roofs, Repairs
(949) 916-5393
www.pacificcrestroof.com
(See page 38 for advertisement)

HAYDEN SHOW JUMPING
LESSONS & CAMP
(949) 448-0823
www.mickeyhayden.com
(See page 37 for advertisement)

NELLIE GAIL RANCH TENNIS 
CLUB
Leagues, Lessons & 
Memberships
(949) 831-6660
www.nelliegailtennis.com
(Located at the NGR Tennis 
Center)

ELECTRIC MEDICS
The first responders of electrical 
service
(949) 462-9200
www.theelectricmedics.com
(See page 14 for advertisement)

WHITE MECHANICAL
Your trusted leader in quality 
HVAC service, installation, and 
maintenance
(949) 716-8379
(See page 37 for advertisement)

OUT OF THE GUTTER
Gutter Installation, Cleaning & 
Repair
(714) 661-4242
outofthegutterca.com
(See page 25 for advertisement)

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE
Landscape, Hardscape, Tree 
Service
(949) 439-2251
quezadapro@aol.com
(See page 38 for advertisement)
STUDIO 6 ARCHITECTS
Architecture & Planning
(949) 388-5300
studio6architects.com
(See page 3 for advertisement)

CAPISTRANO POOLS
New Pools, Re-modeling, Service.
(949) 533-1481
Ask for Greg
(See page 30 for advertisement)

PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG

T
H

E
 PON Y EXPR

E
S

S

A
DVERTISE IN



30 | THE PONY EXPRESS

REAL ESTATE

BRAD FELDMAN 
Teles Properties
(949) 678-5198
www.bradfeldmangroup.com
(See page 42 for advertisement)

TATE | LAMOTT | GROUP
Surterre Properties
(949) 472-9191
www.tatelamott.com
(See page 21 & 22 for advertisement)

MARTY SAMUEL REALTY ONE GROUP
(949) 643-1321
www.martysamuel.com
(See page 25 for advertisement)

*

RON MADDUX
Maddux Realty Group
(949) 433-2157
ron@isellsoc.com
(See page 1 for advertisement)

WHITCOMB REALTY GROUP | MATT 
WHITCOMB
Keller Williams Realty – Winning sales, 
marketing, and negotiation strategies for Sellers 
and Buyers.
(949) 560-0959
www.WhitcombRealtyGroup.com
(See page 36 for advertisement)



   Summer Concert  Series                

     SURF CITY ALLSTARS                         MARK
             JULY 26, 2019                                     AUGUST 9, 2019



ies                Summer Concert  Series

     SURF CITY ALLSTARS                         MARK WOOD BAND
             JULY 26, 2019                                     AUGUST 9, 2019
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DISCLAIMER: The classified advertisements contained within the Nellie Gail Ranch Pony Express magazine are not endorsed or 
recommended by the Nellie Gail Ranch Owners Association. NGROA, the Board of Directors, and employees may not be held 
liable or responsible for business practices, actions, or products of persons who place advertisements in the Classified section.

SEND US YOUR AD

PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG
ADS ARE FREE TO NELLIE GAIL RANCH RESIDENTS.
$10/MO. PER AD FOR NON-RESIDENTS.
PLEASE NOTE CLASSIFIEDS IN THE SUBJECT LINE

Classified Ads

SERVICES

GIRLS LACROSSE LESSONS
Former Division 1 player back in the 
Orange County area looking to help 
kids from beginning to advanced levels 
take their lacrosse game to the next 
level. Experienced in all areas of the 
field including: defense, midfield, and 
attack. Accolades include numerous 
team and conference honors in both 
high school and college. Contact 
Marcy at (949) 228-0259 or email 
marcy.levatino@gmail.com for more 
information.

MUSIC LESSONS BY ANNE 
Piano, voice and guitar. Patient, 
experienced teacher in Nellie Gail 
since 1987. Masters degree in Music 
from UC Irvine. $35 per week for a 
30 minute private lesson. Call Anne 
Ausmus at (949) 273-9964.

CARING FUR ANGELS
Professional pet/house sitting, dog 
walking, pet taxi and related services 
in South Orange County. While 
you’re away, purrfect care for your 
companions and home! Contact Vickie 
Reyes, caregiver, (949) 525-1670 or 
email vic@caringfurangels.com to set 
up your complementary meet and 
greet. Licensed, bonded, insured, 
along with pet CPR and first aid certified. 
Visit www.caringfurangels.com for 
info.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING/JANITORIAL 
SERVICE
Cleaning done right! Trustworthy, 
dependable, fully insured and ready 
to meet your needs. Celebrating 26 
years in business. Nellie Gail Resident 
- Owned Business. 
Call 949-310-4996

NATIVE CHINESE SPEAKER- IB 
CHINESE TUTOR
Would you like to be understood 
when you talk in Chinese? I would help 
you to improve your pronunciation, 
reading and writing. 
For details please call 949-231-0977 
or email to ecaiusa@yahoo.com

EXPERIENCED PATIENT MATH 
TUTOR
Summer is the best time for High 
schoolers to sharp SAT or ACT Math 
skills or overcome any confusing 
concepts for any level students. I am 
available for one-on-one or small 
group Math tutoring in Summer. 
Specializing in tutoring all High 
School Math: Geometry, Algebra I @ II, 
PreCalculus, Calculus AB @ BC or IB 
Math. Standardized Tests SAT, ACT or 
State Tests. References are available 
on request.
For details please call 949-231-0977 
or email to ecaiusa@yahoo.com

HOUSE AND PET SITTER
I am responsible, non-smoker, retired 
teacher who loves animals and will treat 
your home and pet with TLC. Contact 
Sally Lamson at (949) 403-4291. I can 
provide references.

SOLAR FOR YOUR HOME, 
Nellie Gail resident is in SOLAR design 
and installation business.
Free estimates.
Manny Paul Parang
adv-solar.com   949-289-2540

BABYSITTER
15 year old honors student and Nellie 
Gail resident looking to make some 
money over the summer by babysitting. 
Has had lots of experience with kids 
and is very patient. Charges $12 and 
hour +$5 for each additional child. 
Contact Celeste at (949) 204-4756 for 
more information.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
I’m offering my services as a reliable, 
experienced and professional 
personal assistant handling private/
business matters.
Multitasking household and 
office duties, organizing, project 
management, child/pet care with 
flexible hours plus more.
Call/text: 310.717.4371 or email: 
designerbeata@gmail.com

FIVE STAR TURF 
Five Star Turf specializes in Residential 
Installation of Synthetic Turf. Over 7 
years experience in Orange county, 
TURF is all we do. We WILL NOT 
BE UNDERSOLD! We will beat any 
licensed and insured contractor 
bidding like kind and quality products. 
All products are US made and 
come with a 15 Year Manufacturer's 
Warranty! Local references 
available upon request. Call Mike at 
714-599-1722

ENTRY SYSTEMS
Car trapped behind a broken garage 
door? Driveway gate won't close? 
Entry Systems is your local family-
owned garage door and automated 
gate expert since 1972! We offer new 
garage door installations, repairs on 
openers and gates, cutting edge smart 
home integrations, extra remotes, and 
more. Stop by our design center in 
Laguna Hills to see for yourself how 
significantly a new garage door would 
increase the beauty of your home. 
Replacing your garage door yields the 
highest return on investment for all 
home renovation projects! Call us at 
949-495-0835.
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SPANISH & FRENCH TUTORING AND LESSONS
Spanish and French tutoring and lessons. Teaching and 
Tutoring all ages and levels. Elementary, High school and 
College. Great results and referrals. 15+ years experience. 
Please call or text for more information. Maria's cell: 949-
836-0846 or email: mparser@yahoo.com

TUTORING
In the privacy of your own home. University grad available 
to tutor your middle-high school student in English, Math 
and History. Encourage and motivate students to learn and 
become proficient in areas of weakness. Clean criminal 
and driving records. For details please contact Logan at 
949-632-8547 or email to loganrb93@yahoo.com

COME TO AN ADVENTURE IN MY GARDEN!!
This is a Hands On Experience! Not a Boring classroom 
Lecture...Learn how easily you can grow potted Lettuces, 
Spinach, Parsley, Celery, Arugula, Beets, Soft Kale, 
Broccoli, Watercress, Mint, Chives, Etc, Etc in pots on your 
Patio - or elsewhere amongst you landscape plants.
In our area these grow easily and can be picked every day 
of the year! Also there are 18 Vegetables which grow well 
in our wonderful mild climate! If Saturday or Tuesday - mid 
to late AM is not a good time for you, ask for another day. 
Leave Name and Phone # at 949 888 7737

THE PET SITTER
Daily dog walking & pet sitting service. Professional & 
personalized care for your pets in their home. Insured & 
bonded, Pet CPR & First Aid Certified. “Loving Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There”. Kathleen 949-436-0089

MISCELLANEOUS

HORSE CARE & / OR BEGINNER HORSE LESSONS
CARE: Whether your horse just needs to run in the arena, 
needs a bath, needs their supplements  or needs to be 
ridden, you can ask Emily to do it for you! Emily will go to 
your backyard to care for your horse! Emily owns 3 horses 
and is experienced in handling horses! 
LESSONS: Most horse trainers cost upwards of $30 for an 
hour, but if you hire Emily to help teach you the basics 
of riding, you'll only have to pay $15 an hour. Emily can 
teach all ages how to ride a horse, how to properly tack 
up a horse, and more! Emily owns 3 horses and has won 
numerous awards in a horse competition called gymkhana. 
Contact Emily at (949) 887-2361 or emuleard@gmail.com.

SEEKING CASITA/PRIVATE STUDIO FOR RENT
Hello Neighbors, I trust this message will extend to the 
right person and fit as I have truly enjoyed living in the 
beautiful Nellie Gail neighborhood. The lovely place I have 
been living in has had to make some changes as family 
health issues have transpired and some transitions need 
to be made in the home. I am a non-smoker, professional 
young woman who values privacy and entreating one's 
home/space as if it were my own. I have a multi-faceted 
position that keeps me very busy, tending to accounts 
spread all throughout Orange County. I am an incredibly 
respectful individual who has worked professionally 
managing estates and homes; I managed a company 
that was entrusted to estates/families’ household all 
throughout Malibu area for about 5 years and have 8+ 
years experience with caring/overseeing the elderly. 
I have excellent personal & professional references 
readily available upon request. I'm seeking a room to rent 
separate from the house/caretaker's studio and would 
prefer the Nellie Gail neighborhood due to living here 
currently and my equestrian background. Please let me 
know if this would be a good fit and thank you for reading. 
Naomi 310.463.0963

CROSS TRAINING
Cross train in your home at your convenience. Get in shape, 
inspired, encouraged and enjoy it! Combo. ballet barre (no 
experience needed), Pilates and stretch. Tone, lengthen 
and improve flexibility. Call or text Debra at 949 530-5411 
dlm06230@gmail.com

“A BETTER WAY TO BRUSH YOUR TEETH”
“EMBRACE” Tooth Brush www.embracetoothbrush.com
A 3-Sided Triple Action and Self Aligning patented Sonic 
Power Toothbrush Not affiliated but compatible with 
Philips sonicare. TM. Scientifically designed by Dr. B. Brar a 
resident of Nellie Gail Ranch. The Embrace Toothbrush is 
unique. It has bristles on 3-sides that embrace the inside, 
outside and top surfaces of the teeth for triple action 
of cleaning, massaging and whitening while enhancing 
the quality of brushing. Working under high frequency-
vibrations, this brush head can prevent build-up, remove 
deposits, bacteria and plaque by reaching deep in to the 
interdental spaces from both sides of the teeth. A 360 
degree pivoting brush head aligns with each tooth while 
brushing back and forth from one end of the jaw to the 
other Visit www.embracetoothbrush.com

JACKSON HOLE, WY BEAUTIFUL HOUSE RENTAL 
4 bedrooms 5 bathrooms king + queens bed in rooms 
sleeps 10 (at least) wood burning fireplace in main room, 
1 in master bedroom & 1 in guest room. Full kitchen & 
laundry. Call 949 395-6790

TEEN BABYSITTER / DOG WALKER / HOUSESITTER
BABYSITTER: Being a parent is hard work. Whether you 
need a date night, to get in a few extra hours at work, 
or just want a break from your kids (whom you love 
infinitely), you can hire CPR and First Aid certified high 
school student Emily to babysit. Available on short-notice 
or in advance. 
DOGWALKER: Do you have a dog that just has too much 
energy to handle? Do you wish you could go for a walk/
run with your dog in the morning but simply can’t find the 
time? Emily and your dogwould love to go on adventures 
together! Emily has plenty of experience handling dogs 
on the daily, she even lives with three! Available to 
schedule in the mornings. 
HOUSESITTER: If you have to leave the house for 
multiple days, hire Emily to do general house keeping! 
Emily will bring in the mail, water plants, feed pets, 
exercise pets and more! All you have to do is hire Emily! 
You can contact Emily at ((949) 887-2361 
or at emuleard@gmail.com
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FOR SALE

CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE,
6 side by side single burial plots. Great location in the 
beautiful Pacific View Park Memorial Park in Corona 
Del Mar, Orange County. Visit the park on Sea View, Lot 
1258, Graves ABCDEF. $14000.00 each; prefer to sell all 
six to one family, but will consider sell two at a time. If 
interested, pleas contact Tina at shiangtih@yahoo.com; 
or call (949) 572-8161

Join the fun!

KOSTA BODA BLOWN GLASS 
For Sale at wholesale prices! Call Bella at 949 831-8702

MISCELLANEOUS (CONT'D)

CARIBBEAN ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
On the beautiful Island of Roatan we have two incredible 
properties. Roatan is very safe, English speaking, easy to 
get to (approximately 6 hours of flight time and you can fly 
directly into Roatan). Flights range from $475 to $850 round 
trip. The water is turquoise crystal clear and warm all year 
round. The scuba diving and snorkeling is first class. The 
two properties are 15 and 30 minutes from the airport. One 
property is a 3 bedroom, 3 bath, two story, 2500 square 
foot Villa right on the sand located on the BEST beach 
on the Island, West Bay Beach. It sleeps 8 comfortably. 
The second property is a beautiful 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
Casa (sleeps 6) with a Casita (large studio apartment that 
sleeps 2), pool and 400 foot dock on 1.5 acres of green 
lush landscape. It is not right on the water but you can see 
the water and it is only a 3 minute walk to our 400 foot two 
story dock that you can swim, snorkel, scuba, fish or just 
sit and watch the sunsets. You can rent one or both, Casa 
or Casita, depending on your group size. Please check out 
our website at www.roatanislandvacationrentals.com for 
more information, pictures, and pricing or call Debbie at 
714-801-4257. Discount given to our Nellie Gail neighbors.

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN RENTAL
A vacation for all seasons in the beautiful Eastern Sierra! 
We have a 4 bedroom 3 bath townhouse (sleeps 8) in 
Snowcreek V on the second tee of 9-hole Snowcreek 
Golf Course with a big view of Mammoth and Lincoln 
Mountain. There are (2) king bed master bedrooms and 
(2) bedrooms with twin beds that share a bathroom. This 
is a pet free/non-smoking (2,300 SF) home. Full kitchen 
& laundry. To view go to www.livesnowcreek.com and 
click on the Vacation Rentals pull-down menu and then 
Check Availability. Enter 706 for Unit #. Enter 4 bedroom 2 
car garage for Property Type. Click Find then click on the 
photo to view the townhouse. For Nellie Gail discount call 
or text 949-939-6525.

BIG BEAR LAKE VACATION RENTALS
We have 2 lovely homes in Big Bear Lake for short term 
rentals (available separately, but near each other if you 
need both for a large group). Our homes were completely 
renovated in 2018, and are outstanding year round vacation 
properties. Each house has beautiful features, decor and 
furnishings, making these homes comfortable, and among 
the most amazing Big Bear Lake rental accommodations 
available! One home is an adorable Cape Cod style house 
with 3/BR 3/B (sleeps 8), w/fireplace, BBQ Logia, large 
decks and yard, W/D, and an outdoor jacuzzi. The other 
is a 3/BR 3/B Craftsman home (sleeps 8), w/fireplace, 
jacuzzi, large decks and yard, Lake views and steps to 
Meadow Park. Both are in town close to the village & lake. 
The slopes are only 1 1/2 miles away. TESLA chargers are 
at each house. Pet free homes. Discount given to our Nellie 
Gail neighbors! Check out the pictures! Please contact us: 
Knightaverental@gmail.com for more information and to 
be sent links to pictures of each property.

MARK MCGWIRE MEMORABILIA 
St. Louis Cardinals Autographed Baseball Jersey with 
Inscription. Includes 8 X 10 Photo and Baseball Card. 
Encased in Display Case. Valued at $500 OBO. Call or text 
Elaine @ (949) 637-4792 for more information.

PONYEXPRESS@NELLIEGAILRANCH.ORG

T
H

E
 P

O N Y E XPR
E

S
S

A
D

VERTISE IN



36 | THE PONY EXPRESS



37 | THE PONY EXPRESS

SPECIAL OFFER
Free iComfort S30 thermostat
with the purchase of a new

Signature series heating and
air conditioning system, an 

$850.00 value! 
While supplies last!!
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Need a New Roof?     Or Maybe a Small Repair? 

  Pacific Crest Roofing  
CA LICENSE No. 986602  C-39 

Specializing in Residential Roofing 

Tile Re-Set ~ Re-Roof’s ~ Roof Repairs  
 

Dry-Rot Replacement  
Termite Damage Replacement 

Contact 

Jay Gioia, Owner 

949-916-5393 
Nellie Gail Ranch Resident  

Fully Insured  -  Licensed  -  Bonded  -  Local References Available 

www.pacificcrestroofing.com  

Circle Time   -   Science   -   Art   -   Nature Walks

Music   -   Movement   -   Reading   -   Playtime

NELLIE GAIL RANCH PRESCHOOL

Loving Christian Home Environment

Specializing in Kindergarten Preparedness

Michele Gibson, Director
Certified in Child Development

949-290-1924
CA License #300615487

Established 1993          Ages 2-5 Years
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Javier Quezada

President

Lic. #864980

QUEZADA PRO LANDSCAPE, INC.

Landscaping ~ Hardscape ~ Tree Service

Certified Arborist on Staff
949.439.2251

951.579.1076 fax

Quezadapro@aol.com
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The Puzzle Paddock
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Deviled Strawberries 

(Made with a Cheesecake Filling)

Ingredients

   ° 18-24 large strawberries

   ° 1 (8 ounce) package of cream cheese (softened)

   ° 1 cup heavy whipping cream

   ° 1/3 cup sour cream

Instructions:

    Prep the strawberries by cutting off the stems and slicing them in half. Next, cut a small sliver 
off of the back of each strawberry half so that they sit up straight. Then use a small melon baller 
to carefully hollow out the middle (you don't need to take out much, just make a small enough 
indent so that the cream cheese filling doesn't slide off). *Pictorial Above *

    Place the softened cream cheese, sour cream, sugar, vanilla extract and lemon juice in a 
medium sized mixing bowl (DO NOT add the heavy whipping cream). Beat with an electric mixer 
until smooth. 

    In a different medium sized mixing bowl, beat the whipping cream until stiff peaks form (about 
5 minutes). Fold the whipped cream into the cream cheese mixture until well incorporated.     

    Fill a piping bag with the cream cheese mixture (I used a star tip), and pipe it onto each sliced 
strawberry.

   Finish with a sprinkle of graham cracker crumbs.    Serve and enjoy! 

   ° 2/3 cup white granulated sugar

   ° 1/2 cup graham cracker crumbs

   ° 1 tsp vanilla extract

   ° 1 tbsp fresh lemon juice (optional)

Ranch Recipe
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September
2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

ARC Meeting

7:00 PM 
Association 

Office

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting 

7:30 PM 

at the 
Association 
Clubhouse

25

ARC 

Submittal 
Deadline

for October 8thh 

Meeting

26 27 28

29 30   

district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If your property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to 
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division - commonly known as Darkhorse.



Featured Listings by The Brad Feldman Group

150 El Camino Drive, Beverly Hills, ca 90212. 310.595.3888 © 2019 Douglas Elliman Real Estate. All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only. While, this information is believed to be 

correct, it is represented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. All property information, including, but not limited to square footage, room count, number of bedrooms and the school 

district in property listings should be verified by your own attorney, architect or zoning expert. If your property is currently listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this offer. It is not our intention to 
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We cooperate with them fully. Equal housing opportunity.

Realtor®

949.322.6977

Trent.Mason@elliman.com

DRE#: 02018104

TRENT MASON
Realtor®

949.529.6924

Jacci.Pearce@elliman.com

DRE#: 01910578

JACCI PEARCE

949.678.5198

Brad.Feldman@elliman.com

DRE#: 01437125

Team Leader

BRAD FELDMAN

The Brad Feldman Group Supports Team Darkhorse
Along with the help of Nellie Gail residents, the Brad Feldman Group is pleased to make a monetary donation to Team Darkhorse, a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Division - commonly known as Darkhorse.

For more information or to make a donation, visit www.TeamDarkHorse.org

25965 Poker Flats Place
5 Beds | 6 Baths | 7,267 Sq. Ft. | Listed for $2,995,000

25492 Nellie Gail Road
6 Beds | 7 Baths | 6,787 Sq. Ft. | Listed for $2,795,000

25672 Nellie Gail Road
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 3,368 Sq. Ft. | Listed for $1,695,000

27753 Hidden Trail Road
6 Beds | 5 Baths | 4,493 Sq. Ft. | Listed for $1,699,900

27192 Westridge Lane
5 Beds | 5 Baths | 4,493 Sq. Ft. | Listed for $1,995,000
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